
Overall Score:

60 - Weak

Legal Framework Score:

75 - Moderate

Actual Implementation Score:

43 - Very Weak

Category I. Civil Society, Public Information and Media

75

1. Are anti-corruption/good governance CSOs legally protected?

1a. In law, citizens have a right to form civil society organizations (CSOs) focused on anti-corruption or good governance.

YES NO

 

References:
Constitución de la República del Ecuador, Art. 23, Numeral 19.
Código Civil, Libro I, Título XXX
Decreto Ejecutivo No. 3054

YES: A YES score is earned when freedom to assemble into groups promoting good governance or anti-corruption is
protected by law, regardless of political ideology, religion or objectives. Groups with a history of violence or terrorism (within
last ten years) may be banned. Groups sympathetic to or related to banned groups must be allowed if they have no history
of violence.

NO: A NO score is earned when any single non-violent group is legally prohibited from organizing to promote good
governance or anti-corruption. These groups may include non-violent separatist groups, political parties or religious groups.

1b. In law, anti-corruption/good governance CSOs are free to accept funding from any foreign or domestic sources.

YES NO

Comments:
Presently, all country-to-country cooperation has to be directed to the governmental  Agencia de Cooperación Internacional  
(AGECI)�, which will coordinate the allocation of such funding among the CSOs registered through a recently created
governmental mechanism. In the past, Cooperation Agencies of foreign countries were allowed to directly finance initiatives of
Ecuadorian CSOs.

 

References:
Decreto Ejecutivo No. 3054

I-1. Civil Society Organizations
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Decreto Ejecutivo No. 982

YES: A YES score is earned if anti-corruption/good governance CSOs face no legal or regulatory restrictions to raise or
accept funds from any foreign or domestic sources. A YES score may still be earned if funds from groups with a history of
violence or terrorism (within last ten years) are banned.

NO: A NO score is earned if there any formal legal or regulatory bans on foreign or domestic funding sources for CSOs
focused on anti-corruption or good governance.

1c. In law, anti-corruption/good governance CSOs are required to disclose their sources of funding.

YES NO

 

References:
Decreto Ejecutivo No. 982, Art. 9

YES: A YES score is earned if anti-corruption/good governance CSOs are required to publicly disclose their sources of
funding.

NO: A NO score is earned if no such public disclosure requirement exists.

2. Are good governance/anti-corruption CSOs able to operate freely?

2a. In practice, the government does not create barriers to the organization of new anti-corruption/good governance CSOs.

100 75 50 25 0

Comments:
Recently, the Executive Branch has issued several regulative decrees, determining the specific legal framework applicable to all
CSOs. One of the elements that these regulations incorporate is the capacity of the government to determine, in a rather
discretional fashion, if an organization and its activities are contrary to  the interests of the state�. Through this broad declaration,
the government reserves the ability to select the organizations that can receive a legal authorization to operate, (there is the risk
that these will be limited to those aligned to their interests) and closing the opportunity of CSOs to be independent, and when
necessary, confrontational to the governmental activity.

The possibility of receiving international funding has been jeopardized by these recent regulations, since the government has
reserved the right to concentrate all incoming international funding into the AGECI, which then determines which organizations
should receive the available funding.

 

References:
Horacio Belletini, Executive Director, Grupo Faro, Sept. 12, 2008, Telephonic interview

100: CSOs focused on promoting good governance or anti-corruption can freely organize with little to no interaction with the
government, other than voluntary registration.

75:

50: CSOs focused on promoting good governance or anti-corruption must go through formal steps to form, requiring
interaction with the state such as licenses or registration. Formation is possible, though there is some burden on the CSO.
Some unofficial barriers, such as harassment of minority groups, may occur.

25:

0: Other than pro-government groups, CSOs focused on promoting good governance or anti-corruption are effectively
prohibited, either by official requirements or by unofficial means, such as intimidation or fear.
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2b. In practice, anti-corruption/good governance CSOs actively engage in the political and policymaking process.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
La Corrupción en el Ecuador�, Dora de Ampuero, Instituto Ecuatoriano de Economía Política, http://www.ieep.org.ec/index.php?
option=com_content&task=view&id=992&Itemid=53

 Auditoria de la Democracia�, CEDATOS Universidad de Vanderbilt 
http://sitemason.vanderbilt.edu/files/d80GgU/2006%20Ecuador%20Actualidad%20NIVELES%20DE%20CORRUPCION%20DEL%20ECUADOR%20ENT

100: Civil society organizations focused on anti-corruption or good governance are an essential component of the political
process. CSOs provide widely valued insights and have political power. Those CSOs play a leading role in shaping public
opinion on political matters.

75:

50: Anti-corruption/good governance CSOs are active, but may not be relevant to political decisions or the policymaking
process. Those CSOs are willing to articulate opinions on political matters, but have little access to decision makers. They
have some influence over public opinion, but considerably less than political figures.

25:

0: Anti-corruption/good governance CSOs are effectively prohibited from engaging in the political process. Those CSOs are
unwilling to take positions on political issues. They are not relevant to changes in public opinion.

2c. In practice, no anti-corruption/good governance CSOs have been shut down by the government for their work on
corruption-related issues during the study period.

YES NO

 

References:
La Corrupción en el Ecuador�, Dora de Ampuero, Instituto Ecuatoriano de Economía Política, http://www.ieep.org.ec/index.php?
option=com_content&task=view&id=992&Itemid=53

 Auditoria de la Democracia�, CEDATOS Universidad de Vanderbilt 
http://sitemason.vanderbilt.edu/files/d80GgU/2006%20Ecuador%20Actualidad%20NIVELES%20DE%20CORRUPCION%20DEL%20ECUADOR%20ENT

YES: A YES score is earned if there were no CSOs shut down by the government or forced to cease operations because of
their work on corruption-related issues during the study period. YES is a positive score.

NO: A NO score is earned if any CSO has been effectively shut down by the government or forced to cease operations
because of its work on corruption-related issues during the study period. The causal relationship between the cessation of
operations and the CSO’s work may not be explicit, however the burden of proof here is low. If it seems likely that the CSO
was forced to cease operations due to its work, then the indicator is scored as a NO. Corruption is defined broadly to include
any abuses of power, not just the passing of bribes.

3. Are civil society activists safe when working on corruption issues?

3a. In practice, in the past year, no civil society activists working on corruption issues have been imprisoned.

100

http://www.ieep.org.ec/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=992&Itemid=53
http://sitemason.vanderbilt.edu/files/d80GgU/2006%20Ecuador%20Actualidad%20NIVELES%20DE%20CORRUPCION%20DEL%20ECUADOR%20ENTRE%20LOS%20MAS%20ALTOS%20julio%2024.pdf
http://www.ieep.org.ec/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=992&Itemid=53
http://sitemason.vanderbilt.edu/files/d80GgU/2006%20Ecuador%20Actualidad%20NIVELES%20DE%20CORRUPCION%20DEL%20ECUADOR%20ENTRE%20LOS%20MAS%20ALTOS%20julio%2024.pdf


YES NO

 

References:
La Corrupción en el Ecuador�, Dora de Ampuero, Instituto Ecuatoriano de Economía Política, http://www.ieep.org.ec/index.php?
option=com_content&task=view&id=992&Itemid=53

 Auditoria de la Democracia�, CEDATOS Universidad de Vanderbilt 
http://sitemason.vanderbilt.edu/files/d80GgU/2006%20Ecuador%20Actualidad%20NIVELES%20DE%20CORRUPCION%20DEL%20ECUADOR%20ENT

YES: A YES score is earned if there were no CSO activists imprisoned because of their work covering corruption. YES is a
positive score.

NO: A NO score is earned if any activist was jailed in relation to work covering corruption. The causal relationship between
the official charges and the person’s work may not be explicit, however the burden of proof here is low. If it seems likely that
the person was imprisoned due to his or her work, then the indicator is scored as a NO. Corruption is defined broadly to
include any abuses of power, not just the passing of bribes. Imprisoned” is defined here as detention by the government
lasting more than 24 hours.

3b. In practice, in the past year, no civil society activists working on corruption issues have been physically harmed.

YES NO

 

References:
La Corrupción en el Ecuador�, Dora de Ampuero, Instituto Ecuatoriano de Economía Política, http://www.ieep.org.ec/index.php?
option=com_content&task=view&id=992&Itemid=53

 Auditoria de la Democracia�, CEDATOS Universidad de Vanderbilt 
http://sitemason.vanderbilt.edu/files/d80GgU/2006%20Ecuador%20Actualidad%20NIVELES%20DE%20CORRUPCION%20DEL%20ECUADOR%20ENT

YES: A YES score is earned if there were no documented cases of CSO activists covering corruption being assaulted in the
specific study period. A YES score can be earned if there was an attack but it was clearly unrelated to the activist’s work.
YES is a positive score.

NO: A NO score is earned if there were any documented cases during the study period of assault to an activist who covers
corruption. Corruption is defined broadly to include any abuses of power, not just the passing of bribes.

3c. In practice, in the past year, no civil society activists working on corruption issues have been killed.

YES NO

 

References:
La Corrupción en el Ecuador�, Dora de Ampuero, Instituto Ecuatoriano de Economía Política, http://www.ieep.org.ec/index.php?
option=com_content&task=view&id=992&Itemid=53

 Auditoria de la Democracia�, CEDATOS Universidad de Vanderbilt 
http://sitemason.vanderbilt.edu/files/d80GgU/2006%20Ecuador%20Actualidad%20NIVELES%20DE%20CORRUPCION%20DEL%20ECUADOR%20ENT

YES: A YES score is earned if there were no documented cases of CSO activists being killed because of their work covering
corruption in the specific study period. YES is a positive score.

NO: A NO score is earned if there were any documented cases during the study period where a person was killed related to
a corruption trial, scandal or investigation. The relationship between a mysterious death and an individual’s history may not
be clear, however the burden of proof here is low. If it is reasonable that a person was killed in relation to his or her work on
corruption issues, then the indicator is scored as a NO. Corruption is defined broadly to include any abuses of power, not just
the passing of bribes.

http://www.ieep.org.ec/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=992&Itemid=53
http://sitemason.vanderbilt.edu/files/d80GgU/2006%20Ecuador%20Actualidad%20NIVELES%20DE%20CORRUPCION%20DEL%20ECUADOR%20ENTRE%20LOS%20MAS%20ALTOS%20julio%2024.pdf
http://www.ieep.org.ec/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=992&Itemid=53
http://sitemason.vanderbilt.edu/files/d80GgU/2006%20Ecuador%20Actualidad%20NIVELES%20DE%20CORRUPCION%20DEL%20ECUADOR%20ENTRE%20LOS%20MAS%20ALTOS%20julio%2024.pdf
http://www.ieep.org.ec/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=992&Itemid=53
http://sitemason.vanderbilt.edu/files/d80GgU/2006%20Ecuador%20Actualidad%20NIVELES%20DE%20CORRUPCION%20DEL%20ECUADOR%20ENTRE%20LOS%20MAS%20ALTOS%20julio%2024.pdf


4. Can citizens organize into trade unions?

4a. In law, citizens have a right to organize into trade unions.

YES NO

 

References:
Código del Trabajo
Titulo V de las Asociaciones de Trabajadores y de los Conflictos Colectivos
Capítulo I de las Asociaciones de Trabajadores

YES: A YES score is earned when trade unions are allowed by law, regardless of political ideology, religion or objectives.
Groups with a history of violence or terrorism (within last ten years) may be banned. Groups sympathetic to or related to
banned groups must be allowed if they have no history of violence.

NO: A NO score is earned when any single non-violent trade union is legally prohibited by the government from organizing.

4b. In practice, citizens are able to organize into trade unions.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Informe Anual sobre las violaciones de los Derechos sindicales   Ecuador, 2007, Confederación Sindical Internacional
http://survey07.ituc-csi.org/getcountry.php?IDCountry=ECU&IDLang=ES

Informe de situación sindical en Ecuador – 2007, Human Rights Watch
http://www.hrw.org/spanish/informes/2002/cosecha.html

Sindicalismo ecuatoriano atrapado en un laberinto, Diario Hoy, 21/Noviembre/2004, http://www.hoy.com.ec/noticias-
ecuador/sindicalismo-ecuatoriano-atrapado-en-un-laberinto-191284-191284.html

100: Trade unions are common and are an important part of the political process and political discourse. Trade union
organizers have widely understood rights. Trade unions are free from intimidation or violence.

75:

50: Trade unions exist, but are not always relevant to politics or policy debates. Barriers to organizing trade unions exist,
such as intimidation at work, or retribution firings. Trade union organizers have some rights, but these may not be commonly
known, or are difficult to defend.

25:

0: Trade unions are rare. Significant barriers to organization exist, including direct violence. Rights of union organizers are
not widely known, or are ineffective in protecting organizers.

75

77

5. Are media and free speech protected?

I-2. Media

http://survey07.ituc-csi.org/getcountry.php?IDCountry=ECU&IDLang=ES
http://www.hrw.org/spanish/informes/2002/cosecha.html
http://www.hoy.com.ec/noticias-ecuador/sindicalismo-ecuatoriano-atrapado-en-un-laberinto-191284-191284.html


5a. In law, freedom of the media is guaranteed.

YES NO

 

References:
Constitución de la República del Ecuador, 
Título III de los Derechos, Garantías y Deberes, 
Capítulo 2 de los Derechos Civiles
Art. 23, Numeral 10;
Capítulo 4 de los Derechos Económicos, Sociales y Culturales
Sección 10ma de la Comunicación, 
Art. 81

YES: A YES score is earned if freedom of the press is guaranteed in law, including to all political parties, religions, and
ideologies.

NO: A NO score is earned if any specific publication relating to government affairs is legally banned, or any general topic is
prohibited from publication. Specific restrictions on media regarding privacy or slander are allowed, but not if these amount
to legal censorship of a general topic, such as corruption or defense. A NO score is earned if non-government media is
prohibited or restricted.

5b. In law, freedom of speech is guaranteed.

YES NO

Comments:
There is a fine line between the strict implementation of the constitutionally established right to freedom of speech, and the
application of the various regulations on that subject. The most problematic case is the regulation regarding the  majesty of
power�, which refers to the due respect that all citizens have to observe to elected authorities. In the case of the president, this
regulation, in our opinion, has been implemented in an excessive manner, limiting the right to freedom of speech. There are
several cases where mere public expressions of opposition have been sufficient reason for an imprisonment, on the far-fetched
basis of flagrant crime.

 

References:
Constitución de la República del Ecuador, 
Título III de los Derechos, Garantías y Deberes, 
Capítulo 2 de los Derechos Civiles
Art. 23

YES: A YES score is earned if freedom of individual speech is guaranteed in law, including to all political parties, religions,
and ideologies.

NO: A NO score is earned if any individual speech is legally prohibited, regardless of topic. Specific exceptions for speech
linked with a criminal act, such as a prohibition on death threats, are allowed. However, any non-specific prohibition earns a
NO score.

6. Are citizens able to form print media entities?

6a. In practice, the government does not create barriers to form a print media entity.

100 75 50 25 0

100
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References:
Reporte de libertad de expresión en prensa escrita�, Observatorio Iberoamericano de Libertad de Prensa
Reporte anual 2007-2008, http://www.infoamerica.org/libex/ecuador.htm

Dimensión de la libertad de Expresión en el Ecuador�, Alfredo Castillo, ALTERCOM, 
http://www.altercom.org/article149718.html

100: Print media entities can freely organize with little to no interaction with the government. This score may still be earned if
groups or individuals with a history of political violence or terrorism (within last ten years) are banned from forming media
entities.

75:

50: Formation of print media groups is possible, though there is some burden on the media group including overly
complicated registration or licensing requirements. Some unofficial barriers, such as harassment of minority groups, may
occur.

25:

0: Print media groups are effectively prohibited, either by official requirements or by unofficial means, such as intimidation or
fear.

6b. In law, where a print media license is necessary, there is an appeal mechanism if a license is denied or revoked.

YES NO

 

References:
N/A

YES: A YES score is earned if there is, in law or in accompanying regulations, a formal process to appeal a denied print
media license, including through the courts. A YES score is also earned if no print license is necessary.

NO: A NO score is earned if there is no appeal process for print media licenses.

6c. In practice, where necessary, citizens can obtain a print media license within a reasonable time period.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Reporte de libertad de expresión en prensa escrita�, Observatorio Iberoamericano de Libertad de Prensa
Reporte anual 2007-2008, http://www.infoamerica.org/libex/ecuador.htm

Dimensión de la libertad de Expresión en el Ecuador�, Alfredo Castillo, ALTERCOM, 
http://www.altercom.org/article149718.html

100: Licenses are not required or licenses can be obtained within two months.

75:

50: Licensing is required and takes more than two months. Some groups may be delayed up to six months.

25:

0: Licensing takes close to or more than one year for most groups.

http://www.infoamerica.org/libex/ecuador.htm
http://www.altercom.org/article149718.html
http://www.infoamerica.org/libex/ecuador.htm
http://www.altercom.org/article149718.html


6d. In practice, where necessary, citizens can obtain a print media license at a reasonable cost.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Reporte de libertad de expresión en prensa escrita�, Observatorio Iberoamericano de Libertad de Prensa
Reporte anual 2007-2008, http://www.infoamerica.org/libex/ecuador.htm

Dimensión de la libertad de Expresión en el Ecuador�, Alfredo Castillo, ALTERCOM, 
http://www.altercom.org/article149718.html

100: Licenses are not required or can be obtained at minimal cost to the organization. Licenses can be obtained on-line or
through the mail.

75:

50: Licenses are required, and impose a financial burden on the organization. Licenses may require a visit to a specific
office, such as a regional or national capital.

25:

0: Licenses are required, and impose a major financial burden on the organization. Licensing costs are prohibitive to the
organization.

7. Are citizens able to form broadcast (radio and TV) media entities?

7a. In practice, the government does not create barriers to form a broadcast (radio and TV) media entity.

100 75 50 25 0

Comments:
The effective legislation regarding the constitution of broadcasting media clearly limits the capacity of certain citizens to form or
own these media. Many of them are related to National Security, which excludes foreign citizens. The most relevant limitation is
the prohibition to banks owners (or any financial institutions) of having a participation in media companies.

 

References:
http://www.cppec.com/system/mod/book/view.php?id=462&chapterid=363
http://www.eluniverso.com/2008/07/02/0001/8/CC0E53637DA74EE78E4C29DC1096… – 31k –

100: Broadcast media entities can freely organize with little to no interaction with the government. Media groups have equal
access to broadcast bandwidth through a reasonably fair distribution system. This score may still be earned if groups or
individuals with a history of political violence or terrorism (within last ten years) are banned from forming media entities.

75:

50: Formation of broadcast media groups is possible, though there is some burden on the media group including overly
complicated registration or licensing requirements. Some unofficial barriers, such as harassment of minority groups, may
occur. Division of broadcast bandwidth is widely viewed to be somewhat unfair.

25:

0: Broadcast media groups are effectively prohibited, either by official requirements or by unofficial means, such as
intimidation or fear. This score is appropriate if the division of broadcast bandwidth is widely viewed to be used as a political
tool.

7b. In law, where a broadcast (radio and TV) media license is necessary, there is an appeal mechanism if a license is denied
or revoked.

50

http://www.infoamerica.org/libex/ecuador.htm
http://www.altercom.org/article149718.html
http://www.cppec.com/system/mod/book/view.php?id=462&chapterid=363
http://www.eluniverso.com/2008/07/02/0001/8/CC0E53637DA74EE78E4C29DC1096...


YES NO

 

References:
LEY DE RADIODIFUCIÓN Y TELEVISIÓN
Título VII de las Sanciones
Art. 71

YES: A YES score is earned if there is, in law or in accompanying regulations, a formal process to appeal a denied
broadcast media license, including through the courts. A YES score is also earned if no broadcast license is necessary.

NO: A NO score is earned if there is no appeal process for broadcast media licenses.

7c. In practice, where necessary, citizens can obtain a broadcast (radio and TV) media license within a reasonable time
period.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Reporte de libertad de expresión en prensa escrita, Observatorio Iberoamericano de Libertad de Prensa
Reporte anual 2007-2008 
http://www.infoamerica.org/libex/ecuador.htm

Dimensión de la libertad de Expresión en el Ecuador, Alfredo Castillo, ALTERCOM 
htp://www.altercom.org/article149718.html

100: Licenses are not required or licenses can be obtained within two months.

75:

50: Licensing is required and takes more than two months. Some groups may be delayed up to six months.

25:

0: Licensing takes close to or more than one year for most groups.

7d. In practice, where necessary, citizens can obtain a broadcast (radio and TV) media license at a reasonable cost.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Reporte de libertad de expresión en prensa escrita, Observatorio Iberoamericano de Libertad de Prensa
Reporte anual 2007-2008 
http://www.infoamerica.org/libex/ecuador.htm

Dimensión de la libertad de Expresión en el Ecuador, Alfredo Castillo, ALTERCOM 
http://www.altercom.org/article149718.html

100: Licenses are not required or can be obtained at minimal cost to the organization. Licenses can be obtained on-line or
through the mail.

75:

http://www.infoamerica.org/libex/ecuador.htm
http://www.infoamerica.org/libex/ecuador.htm
http://www.altercom.org/article149718.html


50: Licenses are required, and impose a financial burden on the organization. Licenses may require a visit to a specific
office, such as a regional or national capital.

25:

0: Licenses are required, and impose a major financial burden on the organization. Licensing costs are prohibitive to the
organization.

8. Can citizens freely use the Internet?

8a. In practice, the government does not prevent citizens from accessing content published on-line.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Reporte de libertad de expresión en prensa escrita, Observatorio Iberoamericano de Libertad de Prensa
Reporte anual 2007-2008 
http://www.infoamerica.org/libex/ecuador.htm

Dimensión de la libertad de Expresión en el Ecuador, Alfredo Castillo, ALTERCOM 
http://www.altercom.org/article149718.html

100: The government does not prevent Internet users from accessing online content. While some forms of content may be
illegal to download or own (such as child pornography), the government does not manipulate networks to prevent access to
this information. This indicator addresses direct government intervention in the transfer of information, not indirect deterrents
such as intimidation, surveillance or technical difficulties in countries with poor infrastructure.

75:

50: Internet users are prevented by the government from reaching online content in some cases. Government tactics may
include firewalls preventing access to networks in other countries, or manipulating search engine results to exclude politically
sensitive topics.

25:

0: Internet users are routinely prevented from accessing online content. Government restrictions are in place at all times for
certain topics. Government tactics may include firewalls preventing access to networks in other countries, or manipulating
search engine results to exclude politically sensitive topics.

8b. In practice, the government does not censor citizens creating content on-line.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Reporte de libertad de expresión en prensa escrita, Observatorio Iberoamericano de Libertad de Prensa
Reporte anual 2007-2008 
http://www.infoamerica.org/libex/ecuador.htm

Dimensión de la libertad de Expresión en el Ecuador, Alfredo Castillo, ALTERCOM 
http://www.altercom.org/article149718.html

100: The government never removes online information or disables servers due to their political content. All political speech
is protected with limited exceptions, such as legitimate intellectual property restrictions; direct calls to violence; or
pornography.

75:

100

http://www.infoamerica.org/libex/ecuador.htm
http://www.altercom.org/article149718.html
http://www.infoamerica.org/libex/ecuador.htm
http://www.altercom.org/article149718.html


50: In some cases, the government restricts political speech by its citizens on the Internet. This is accomplished either
directly by controlling servers hosting restricted content, or indirectly through threats or intimidation against the persons
posting political content.

25:

0: The government regularly restricts political speech by its citizens on the Internet. This is accomplished either directly by
controlling servers hosting the restricted content, or indirectly through threats or intimidation against the persons posting
political content.

9. Are the media able to report on corruption?

9a. In law, it is legal to report accurate news even if it damages the reputation of a public figure.

YES NO

Comments:
This issue is related closely to the application of the  freedom of speech� right. There are precedents regarding the limitation of
journalists to report freely on influential public figures. In several cases, reporters and journalists have been indicted on the
premises of affecting the  majesty of power� or arguing that the information printed or broadcast is malicious and intended to harm
the reputation rather than informing accurately. There are unclear boundaries, which leave space for discretional judicial
decisions.

 

References:
Reglamento General a la Ley de Radiodifusión y Televisión
Capítulo XIII de la Programación
Art. 47

YES: A YES score is earned if it is legal to report accurate information on public figures regardless of damage to their
reputations. Public figures are defined broadly, including anyone in a position of responsibility in the government or civil
service; any political leader; leaders of civil society groups including religious groups, trade unions, or NGOs; leaders or
officers of large businesses. A YES score can still be earned if a reckless disregard for the truth (i.e. slander) is prohibited.

NO: A NO score is earned if privacy laws protect any public figures (as defined in the YES coding) from accurate
information.

9b. In practice, the government or media owners/distribution groups do not encourage self-censorship of corruption-related
stories.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Reporte de libertad de expresión en prensa escrita, Observatorio Iberoamericano de Libertad de Prensa
Reporte anual 2007-2008 
http://www.infoamerica.org/libex/ecuador.htm

Dimensión de la libertad de Expresión en el Ecuador, Alfredo Castillo, ALTERCOM 
http://www.altercom.org/article149718.html

100: The government, its proxies, or media ownership/distribution groups make no attempt to restrict media coverage of
corruption-related issues through unofficial means.

75:

50: The government, its proxies, or media ownership/distribution groups make some attempts to restrict media coverage of
corruption-related issues through unofficial means, such as restricting access by disfavored media outlets, or other short-
term consequences. Violent reprisals against media outlets are rare.

25:

83

http://www.infoamerica.org/libex/ecuador.htm
http://www.altercom.org/article149718.html


0: The government, its proxies, or media ownership/distribution groups actively use illegal methods to restrict reporting of
corruption-related issues. This may include harassment, arrests, and threats. Journalists and publishers take a personal risk
to report on corruption, and media outlets who commonly report on corruption face long-term consequences or violent
reprisals.

9c. In practice, there is no prior government restraint (pre-publication censoring) on publishing corruption-related stories.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Reporte de libertad de expresión en prensa escrita, Observatorio Iberoamericano de Libertad de Prensa
Reporte anual 2007-2008 
http://www.infoamerica.org/libex/ecuador.htm

Dimensión de la libertad de Expresión en el Ecuador, Alfredo Castillo, ALTERCOM 
http://www.altercom.org/article149718.html

100: The government never prevents publication of controversial corruption-related materials.

75:

50: The government prevents publication of controversial corruption-related material in cases where there is a strong
political incentive to suppress the information. This score is appropriate if in countries where illiteracy is high, the government
may allow a free print press but censor broadcast media.

25:

0: The government regularly censors material prior to publication, especially politically sensitive or damaging corruption-
related material. This score is appropriate even if the government restricts only politically damaging news while allowing
favorable coverage.

10. Are the media credible sources of information?

10a. In law, print media companies are required to publicly disclose their ownership.

YES NO

 

References:
N/A

YES: A YES score is earned if print media companies are required by law to publicly disclose all owners of the company.

NO: A NO score is earned if there is no such requirement or if the requirement is optional, only partially applicable, or
exempts certain types of entities or agents from being publicly disclosed.

10b. In law, broadcast (radio and TV) media companies are required to publicly disclose their ownership.

YES NO

Comments:
Since the prohibition of bank owners of having a participation in media companies is effective, the ownership of all broadcast

70

http://www.infoamerica.org/libex/ecuador.htm
http://www.altercom.org/article149718.html


companies is public.

 

References:
Ley de Radiodifusión y Televisión
Título III de los Concesionarios
Art. 9

Reglamento General a la Ley de Radiodifusión y Televisión
Capítulo V de las Concesiones en General
Art. 10

YES: A YES score is earned if broadcast media companies are required by law to publicly disclose all owners of the
company.

NO: A NO score is earned if there is no such requirement or if the requirement is optional, only partially applicable, or
exempts certain type of entities or agents from being publicly disclosed.

10c. In practice, journalists and editors adhere to strict, professional practices in their reporting.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Reporte de libertad de expresión en prensa escrita, Observatorio Iberoamericano de Libertad de Prensa
Reporte anual 2007-2008 
http://www.infoamerica.org/libex/ecuador.htm

Dimensión de la libertad de Expresión en el Ecuador, Alfredo Castillo, ALTERCOM 
http://www.altercom.org/article149718.html

100: Editors and journalists at the major media outlets abide by a strict journalistic code of conduct and are unwilling to alter
their coverage of a particular issue, event or person in exchange for money, gifts, or other favors or remuneration.

75:

50: Editors and journalists at the major media outlets generally avoid altering coverage in exchange for favors but some
exceptions have been noted. Not all newsrooms abide by a formal journalistic code of conduct.

25:

0: Editors and journalists are widely known to sell” favorable or unfavorable coverage in exchange for money, gifts, or other
remuneration. The major media outlets do not abide by any formal journalistic code of conduct.

10d. In practice, during the most recent election, political parties or independent candidates received fair media coverage.

100 75 50 25 0

Comments:
During the most recent election, media coverage was evenly distributed by the Supreme Electoral Tribunal among all presidential
candidates, which is a considerable advance. However, the Electoral Tribunal is unable to register all indirect media exposition of
the candidacies, in which one can observe many examples of unfair coverage (for example in the case of broadcast interviews.)

 

References:
Reporte de libertad de expresión en prensa escrita, Observatorio Iberoamericano de Libertad de Prensa
Reporte anual 2007-2008 
http://www.infoamerica.org/libex/ecuador.htm

Dimensión de la libertad de Expresión en el Ecuador, Alfredo Castillo, ALTERCOM 
http://www.altercom.org/article149718.html
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100: All political parties and independent candidates have some access to media outlets. Individual media outlets may have
biases, but on balance, the national media coverage reflects the interests of the electorate. Media groups generally act as
disinterested parties in an election. In places where a government is popular with the public, opposition viewpoints can
access the public via media outlets.

75:

50: Major popular media outlets have a persistent bias regarding some parties or independent candidates. Some major
parties may be partially excluded from media coverage, or draw more negative coverage. Media sectors may have distinct
biases, such as newspapers favoring one party, while radio favors another.

25:

0: The mass media, on balance, have clear preferences in election outcomes and coverage is driven to achieve these goals.
Some major parties or independent candidates are excluded or consistently negatively portrayed by mass media. Dissenting
political opinions are only found on fringe or elite media outlets, such as Web sites.

10e. In practice, political parties and candidates have equitable access to state-owned media outlets.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Reporte de libertad de expresión en prensa escrita, Observatorio Iberoamericano de Libertad de Prensa
Reporte anual 2007-2008 
http://www.infoamerica.org/libex/ecuador.htm

Dimensión de la libertad de Expresión en el Ecuador, Alfredo Castillo, ALTERCOM 
http://www.altercom.org/article149718.html

100: The government ensures that equal access and fair treatment of election contestants is provided by all state-owned
media outlets, including all electronic and print media. This obligation extends to news reports, editorial comment, and all
other content. All parties and candidates are offered consistent and equivalent rates for campaign advertising on state-
owned media outlets.

75:

50: The government generally ensures equal access and fair treatment of all candidates and parties by state-owned media
outlets but some exceptions exist. State-owned media may occasionally discriminate against particular parties or candidates
and advertising rates may be confusing or non-transparent.

25:

0: The government uses state-owned media to routinely discriminate against opposition candidates and parties. Advertising
space may be denied to opposition candidates and parties or higher rates may be charged.

11. Are journalists safe when investigating corruption?

11a. In practice, in the past year, no journalists investigating corruption have been imprisoned.

YES NO

 

References:
Reporte de libertad de expresión en prensa escrita, Observatorio Iberoamericano de Libertad de Prensa
Reporte anual 2007-2008 
http://www.infoamerica.org/libex/ecuador.htm

Dimensión de la libertad de Expresión en el Ecuador, Alfredo Castillo, ALTERCOM 
http://www.altercom.org/article149718.html
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YES: A YES score is earned if there were no journalists imprisoned related to work covering corruption during the study
period. A YES score is positive.

NO: A NO score is earned if any journalist was jailed because of his/her work covering corruption during the study period.
The causal relationship between the official charges and the journalist’s work may not be explicit, however the burden of
proof here is low. If it seems likely that the journalist was imprisoned due to his or her work, then the indicator is scored as a
NO. Corruption is defined broadly to include any abuses of power, not just the passing of bribes. Imprisoned” is defined here
as detention by the government lasting more than 24 hours.

11b. In practice, in the past year, no journalists investigating corruption have been physically harmed.

YES NO

 

References:
Reporte de libertad de expresión en prensa escrita, Observatorio Iberoamericano de Libertad de Prensa
Reporte anual 2007-2008 
http://www.infoamerica.org/libex/ecuador.htm

Dimensión de la libertad de Expresión en el Ecuador, Alfredo Castillo, ALTERCOM 
http://www.altercom.org/article149718.html

YES: A YES score is earned if there were no documented cases of journalists being assaulted during the specific study
period for their work covering corruption issues. A YES score is positive.

NO: A NO score is earned if there were any documented cases of assault to a journalist covering corruption during the study
period. Corruption is defined broadly to include any abuses of power, not just the passing of bribes.

11c. In practice, in the past year, no journalists investigating corruption have been killed.

YES NO

 

References:
Reporte de libertad de expresión en prensa escrita, Observatorio Iberoamericano de Libertad de Prensa
Reporte anual 2007-2008 
http://www.infoamerica.org/libex/ecuador.htm

Dimensión de la libertad de Expresión en el Ecuador, Alfredo Castillo, ALTERCOM 
http://www.altercom.org/article149718.html

YES: A YES score is earned if there were no documented cases of journalists being killed because of their work covering
corruption-related issues during the study period. A YES score is positive.

NO: A NO score is earned if there were any documented cases where a journalist was killed in relation to his or her work
covering corruption-related issues in the study period. The relationship between a mysterious death and an individual’s work
may not be clear, however the burden of proof here is low. If it is a reasonable guess that a person was killed in relation to
his or her work on corruption issues, then the indicator is scored as a NO. Corruption is defined broadly to include any
abuses of power, not just the passing of bribes.
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12. Do citizens have a legal right of access to information?

I-3. Public Access to Information

100
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12a. In law, citizens have a right of access to government information and basic government records.

YES NO

 

References:
Ley Orgánica de Transparencia y Acceso a la Información Pública

YES: A YES score is earned if there is a formal right to access government documents, including constitutional guarantees.
Exceptions can be made for national security reasons or individual privacy, but they should be limited in scope. All other
government documents should be available upon a public request.

NO: A NO score is earned if there is no such right.

12b. In law, citizens have a right of appeal if access to a basic government record is denied.

YES NO

 

References:
Ley Orgánica de Transparencia y Acceso a la Información Pública
Título Quinto del Recurso de Acceso a la Información
Art. 22

YES: A YES score is earned if there is a formal process of appeal for rejected information requests. A YES score can still be
earned if the appeals process involves redress through the courts rather than administrative appeal.

NO: A NO score is earned if there is no such formal process.

12c. In law, there is an established institutional mechanism through which citizens can request government records.

YES NO

 

References:
Ley Orgánica de Transparencia y Acceso a la Información Pública
Título Cuarto del Proceso Administrativo para Acceder a la Información Pública

YES: A YES score is earned if there is a formal government mechanism/institution through which citizens can access
government records available under freedom of information laws. This mechanism could be a government office (or offices
within agencies or ministries) or an electronic request system.

NO: A NO score is earned if there is no such formal mechanism or institution.

13. Is the right of access to information effective?

13a. In practice, citizens receive responses to access to information requests within a reasonable time period.

35



100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
http://www.hoy.com.ec/Suplemen/blan357/byn.htm

Tercer Monitoreo del Cumplimeinto de la LOTAIP, Corporación Latinoamericana para el Desarrollo CLD, Octubre 2006

100: Records are available on-line, or records can be obtained within two weeks. Records are uniformly available; there are
no delays for politically sensitive information. Legitimate exceptions are allowed for sensitive national security-related
information.

75:

50: Records take around one to two months to obtain. Some additional delays may be experienced. Politically-sensitive
information may be withheld without sufficient justification.

25:

0: Records take more than four months to acquire. In some cases, most records may be available sooner, but there may be
persistent delays in obtaining politically sensitive records. National security exemptions may be abused to avoid disclosure of
government information.

13b. In practice, citizens can use the access to information mechanism at a reasonable cost.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Cumplimiento a la ley orgánica de transparencia y acceso a la información�, Grupo FARO, 
http://www.grupofaro.org

 Vigilancia de la Gestión Pública�, Participación Ciudadana, 
http://www.participacionciudadana.org/contenidos.php?menu=28&idiom=1

100: Records are free to all citizens, or available for the cost of photocopying. Records can be obtained at little cost, such as
by mail, or on-line.

75:

50: Records impose a financial burden on citizens, journalists or CSOs. Retrieving records may require a visit to a specific
office, such as a regional or national capital.

25:

0: Retrieving records imposes a major financial burden on citizens. Records costs are prohibitive to most citizens,
journalists, or CSOs trying to access this information.

13c. In practice, citizens can resolve appeals to access to information requests within a reasonable time period.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Cumplimiento a la ley orgánica de transparencia y acceso a la información�, Grupo FARO, 
http://www.grupofaro.org

http://www.hoy.com.ec/Suplemen/blan357/byn.htm
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 Vigilancia de la Gestión Pública�, Participación Ciudadana, 
http://www.participacionciudadana.org/contenidos.php?menu=28&idiom=1

100: The agency/entity acts on appeals quickly. While some backlog is expected and inevitable, appeals are acknowledged
promptly and cases move steadily towards resolution.

75:

50: The agency/entity acts on appeals quickly but with some exceptions. Some appeals may not be acknowledged, and
simple issues may take more than two months to resolve.

25:

0: The agency/entity does not resolve appeals in a timely fashion quickly. Appeals may be unacknowledged for many
months and simple issues may take more than three months to resolve.

13d. In practice, citizens can resolve appeals to information requests at a reasonable cost.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Cumplimiento a la ley orgánica de transparencia y acceso a la información�, Grupo FARO, 
http://www.grupofaro.org

 Vigilancia de la Gestión Pública�, Participación Ciudadana, 
http://www.participacionciudadana.org/contenidos.php?menu=28&idiom=1

100: In most cases, the appeals mechanism is an affordable option to middle class citizens seeking to challenge an access
to information determination.

75:

50: In some cases, the appeals mechanism is not an affordable option to middle class citizens seeking to challenge an
access to information determination.

25:

0: The prohibitive cost of utilizing the access to information appeals mechanism prevents middle class citizens from
challenging access to information determinations.

13e. In practice, the government gives reasons for denying an information request.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Cumplimiento a la ley orgánica de transparencia y acceso a la información�, Grupo FARO, 
http://www.grupofaro.org

 Vigilancia de la Gestión Pública�, Participación Ciudadana, 
http://www.participacionciudadana.org/contenidos.php?menu=28&idiom=1

100: The government always discloses to the requestor the specific, formal reasons for denying information requests.

75:

50: The government usually discloses reasons for denying an information request to the requestor, with some exceptions.
The reasons may be vague or difficult to obtain.

25:
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0: The government does not regularly give reasons for denying an information request to the requestor.

68
Category II. Elections
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14. Is there a legal framework guaranteeing the right to vote?

14a. In law, universal and equal adult suffrage is guaranteed to all citizens.

YES NO

 

References:
Constitución de la República del Ecuador, 
Título III de los Derechos, Garantías y Deberes, 
Capítulo III de los Derechos, Garantías y Deberes
Capítulo 3 de los Derechos Políticos
Arts. 26, 27, 28

YES: A YES score is earned if the right to vote is guaranteed to all citizens of the country (basic age limitations are allowed).
A YES score can still be earned if voting procedures are, in practice, inconvenient or unfair.

NO: A NO score is earned if suffrage is denied by law to any group of adult citizens for any reason. Citizen is defined
broadly, to include all ethnicities, or anyone born in the country. A NO score is earned if homeless or impoverished people
are legally prohibited from voting.

14b. In law, there is a legal framework requiring that elections be held at regular intervals.

YES NO

 

References:
Constitución de la República del Ecuador, 
Título VI de la Función Legislativa 
Capítulo 1 del Congreso Nacional
Art. 126
Título VII de la Función Ejecutiva
Capítulo 1 del Presidente de la República
Art. 164

Ley de Elecciones
Titulo Segundo Organismos del Sufragio
Capítulo Segundo Tribunal Supremo Electoral
Art. 20, numeral f)

YES: A YES score is earned if there is a statutory or other framework enshrined in law that mandates elections at
reasonable intervals.

NO: A NO score is earned if no such framework exists.

II-1. Voting & Citizen Participation

100



15. Can all citizens exercise their right to vote?

15a. In practice, all adult citizens can vote.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Informe de Elecciones para la Asamblea Nacional Constituyente�, Organización Participación
Ciudadana, http://www.participacionciudadana.org/images/documentos/PCiudadana.pdf

 Ecuador, elecciones, medios y democracia�, Osvaldo León, Revista Latinoamericana de Comunicación
CHASQUI, http://redalyc.uaemex.mx/redalyc/pdf/160/16009709.pdf

100: Voting is open to all citizens regardless of race, gender, prior political affiliations, physical disability, or other traditional
barriers.

75:

50: Voting is often open to all citizens regardless of race, gender, prior political affiliations, physical disability, or other
traditional barriers, with some exceptions.

25:

0: Voting is not available to some demographics through some form of official or unofficial pressure. Voting may be too
dangerous, expensive, or difficult for many people.

15b. In practice, ballots are secret or equivalently protected.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Informe de Elecciones para la Asamblea Nacional Constituyente�, Organización Participación
Ciudadana, http://www.participacionciudadana.org/images/documentos/PCiudadana.pdf

 Ecuador, elecciones, medios y democracia�, Osvaldo León, Revista Latinoamericana de Comunicación
CHASQUI, http://redalyc.uaemex.mx/redalyc/pdf/160/16009709.pdf

100: Ballots are secret, or there is a functional equivalent protection, in all cases.

75:

50: Ballots are secret, or there is a functional equivalent protection, in most cases. Some exceptions to this practice have
occurred. Ballots may be subject to tampering during transport or counting.

25:

0: Ballot preferences are not secret. Ballots are routinely tampered with during transport and counting.

15c. In practice, elections are held according to a regular schedule.
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100 75 50 25 0

Comments:
General elections are usually convoked with sufficient time in advance and on a legal basis. However, due to the unstable
political situation in the country during the past decade, elections had to be scheduled before the legal term, according to the
circumstances.

 

References:
Informe de Elecciones para la Asamblea Nacional Constituyente�, Organización Participación
Ciudadana, http://www.participacionciudadana.org/images/documentos/PCiudadana.pdf

 Ecuador, elecciones, medios y democracia�, Osvaldo León, Revista Latinoamericana de Comunicación
CHASQUI, http://redalyc.uaemex.mx/redalyc/pdf/160/16009709.pdf

100: Elections are always held according to a regular schedule, or there is a formal democratic process for calling a new
election, with deadlines for mandatory elections.

75:

50: Elections are normally held according to a regular schedule, but there have been recent exceptions. The formal process
for calling a new election may be flawed or abused.

25:

0: Elections are called arbitrarily by the government. There is no functioning schedule or deadline for new elections.

16. Are citizens able to participate equally in the political process?

16a. In law, all citizens have a right to form political parties.

YES NO

 

References:
Constitución de la República del Ecuador, 
Título IV de la Participación Democrática 
Capítulo 3 de los Partidos y Movimientos Políticos
Art. 114

YES: A YES score is earned if citizens have the right to form political parties without interference from government. A YES
score may still be earned if groups or individuals with a history of violence or terrorism (within last ten years) are banned
from forming political parties. Non-discriminatory minimal criteria (e.g. minimum age) are also allowed.

NO: A NO score is earned if there are any legal or regulatory restrictions or prohibitions barring any types of political parties
from being formed.

16b. In law, all citizens have a right to run for political office.

YES NO

 

References:
Constitución de la República del Ecuador, 
Título III de los Derechos, Garantías y Deberes, 
Capítulo III de los Derechos, Garantías y Deberes
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Capítulo 3 de los Derechos Políticos
Art. 26

YES: A YES score is earned if all citizens (citizen is defined broadly, to include all ethnicities, or anyone born in the country)
have the right under law to run for political office. A YES score may still be earned if individuals with a history of violence,
terrorism, or criminality are banned from running for office.

NO: A NO score is earned if there are any legal restrictions barring certain individuals or groups from running for political
office.

16c. In practice, all citizens are able to form political parties.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Informe de Elecciones para la Asamblea Nacional Constituyente�, Organización Participación
Ciudadana, http://www.participacionciudadana.org/images/documentos/PCiudadana.pdf

 Ecuador, elecciones, medios y democracia�, Osvaldo León, Revista Latinoamericana de Comunicación
CHASQUI, http://redalyc.uaemex.mx/redalyc/pdf/160/16009709.pdf

100: While there is no guarantee of electoral success, political parties can form freely without opposition.

75:

50: Some barriers to formation are present, such as burdensome registration requirements that may not be fairly applied.
Some parties’ political viewpoints may draw pressure from the government, such as surveillance or intimidation. Some
political parties or organizations may have extra barriers to getting on a ballot.

25:

0: Some political parties are effectively barred from forming through some manner of official or unofficial pressure. This may
include threats, arrest, or violence from competing parties or other groups.

16d. In practice, all citizens can run for political office.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Informe de Elecciones para la Asamblea Nacional Constituyente�, Organización Participación
Ciudadana, http://www.participacionciudadana.org/images/documentos/PCiudadana.pdf

 Ecuador, elecciones, medios y democracia�, Osvaldo León, Revista Latinoamericana de Comunicación
CHASQUI, http://redalyc.uaemex.mx/redalyc/pdf/160/16009709.pdf

100: While there is no guarantee of electoral success, anyone can run for office under transparent and equitable guidelines.
There is a formal process for access to the ballot which is fairly applied. The costs of running a campaign are reasonable
and do not deter candidates from entering a race.

75:

50: Some barriers exist to getting on the ballot and bureaucratic or regulatory requirements for doing do may be unfairly
applied. The costs of running a political campaign are significant and result in dissuading some candidates from running for
office. A system of party lists may discourage or prevent independent candidates from running for office.

25:

0: Citizens can effectively be barred from the ballot through government abuse of official rules and/or unofficial pressure.
The costs of running a campaign are extremely high and result in most average citizens being unable to run an effective
campaign for office.
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16e. In practice, an opposition party is represented in the legislature.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Informe de Elecciones para la Asamblea Nacional Constituyente�, Organización Participación
Ciudadana, http://www.participacionciudadana.org/images/documentos/PCiudadana.pdf

 Ecuador, elecciones, medios y democracia�, Osvaldo León, Revista Latinoamericana de Comunicación
CHASQUI, http://redalyc.uaemex.mx/redalyc/pdf/160/16009709.pdf

100: The opposition party always has some influence on the proceedings of the legislature. The opposition party can
introduce legislation or bring pending matters to a vote without the consent of the ruling party.

75:

50: The opposition party has influence on the proceeding of the legislature, but it is limited in scope. The opposition’s ability
to force votes or publicly debate certain topics may be limited.

25:

0: The opposition party has only token participation in the legislature’s proceedings and cannot advance legislation or force a
debate.

86

18. Is the election monitoring agency effective?

18a. In law, the agency or set of agencies/entities is protected from political interference.

YES NO

Comments:
The members of the Supreme Electoral Tribunal are designated by a proportional model based on the number of votes obtained
by political parties in the last election; hence, the Tribunal is highly politicized.

 

References:
Constitución de la República del Ecuador, 
Título IX de la Organización Electoral
Art. 209

YES: A YES score is earned only if the agency or set of agencies/entities has some formal organizational independence
from the bodies contesting in the election. A YES score is still earned even if the entity is legally separate but in practice
staffed by partisans.

NO: A NO score is earned if the election monitoring agency or set of agencies/entities is legally tied to bodies contesting the
election (i.e. an executive branch agency such as the Interior Ministry, or a committee of the legislature). A NO score is
automatically earned if there is no domestic election monitoring agency.

II-2. Election Integrity

25
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18b. In practice, agency (or set of agencies/entities) appointments are made that support the independence of the agency.

100 75 50 25 0

Comments:
The appointments to the Supreme Electoral Tribunal are strictly political. Furthermore, the appointed representatives have strong
influence on the selection of the personnel working at the Tribunal. Due to this, there are clear factions which respond to the
political parties represented in the Tribunal. In practice, the political parties who have achieved a representation in the Tribunal
gain a substantial political leverage that allows them to negotiate with other factions, or avoid being sanctioned over electoral
violations.

 

References:
Informe de Elecciones para la Asamblea Nacional Constituyente�, Organización Participación
Ciudadana, http://www.participacionciudadana.org/images/documentos/PCiudadana.pdf

 Ecuador, elecciones, medios y democracia�, Osvaldo León, Revista Latinoamericana de Comunicación
CHASQUI, http://redalyc.uaemex.mx/redalyc/pdf/160/16009709.pdf

100: Appointments to the agency or set of agencies/entities are made based on professional qualifications. Individuals
appointed are free of conflicts of interest due to personal loyalties, family connections or other biases. Individuals appointed
usually do not have clear political party affiliations.

75:

50: Appointments are usually based on professional qualifications. However, individuals appointed may have clear party
loyalties.

25:

0: Appointments are often based on political considerations. Individuals appointed often have conflicts of interest due to
personal loyalties, family connections or other biases. Individuals appointed often have clear party loyalties.

18c. In practice, the agency or set of agencies/entities has a professional, full-time staff.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Informe de Elecciones para la Asamblea Nacional Constituyente�, Organización Participación
Ciudadana, http://www.participacionciudadana.org/images/documentos/PCiudadana.pdf

 Ecuador, elecciones, medios y democracia�, Osvaldo León, Revista Latinoamericana de Comunicación
CHASQUI, http://redalyc.uaemex.mx/redalyc/pdf/160/16009709.pdf

100: The agency or set of agencies/entities has staff sufficient to fulfill its basic mandate.

75:

50: The agency or set of agencies/entities has limited staff, or staff without necessary qualifications to fulfill its basic
mandate.

25:

0: The agency or set of agencies/entities has no staff, or such a limited staff that is clearly unqualified to fulfill its mandate.

18d. In practice, the agency or set of agencies/entities makes timely, publicly available reports following an election cycle.

http://www.participacionciudadana.org/images/documentos/PCiudadana.pdf
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100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Informe de Elecciones para la Asamblea Nacional Constituyente�, Organización Participación
Ciudadana, http://www.participacionciudadana.org/images/documentos/PCiudadana.pdf

 Ecuador, elecciones, medios y democracia�, Osvaldo León, Revista Latinoamericana de Comunicación
CHASQUI, http://redalyc.uaemex.mx/redalyc/pdf/160/16009709.pdf

100: Reports are released to the public on a predictable schedule, without exceptions.

75:

50: Reports are released, but may be delayed, difficult to access, or otherwise limited.

25:

0: The agency or set of agencies/entities makes no public reports, issues reports which are effectively secret, or issues
reports of no value.

18e. In practice, when necessary, the agency or set of agencies/entities imposes penalties on offenders.

100 75 50 25 0

Comments:
Penalties in electoral matters depend on the influence that each party has over the Supreme Electoral Tribunal. In recent
elections, several political parties exceeded the allowed expenditure amount for a particular candidate. In all of the cases, there
was technically supported evidence of such violation that enabled the application of clear legal regulations. Since the political
parties involved had representatives in the Tribunal, the sanctions where mostly overlooked. And when sanctions were applied,
they where slaps on the wrist in comparison to the magnitude of the violations.

 

References:
Informe de Elecciones para la Asamblea Nacional Constituyente�, Organización Participación
Ciudadana, http://www.participacionciudadana.org/images/documentos/PCiudadana.pdf

 Ecuador, elecciones, medios y democracia�, Osvaldo León, Revista Latinoamericana de Comunicación
CHASQUI, http://redalyc.uaemex.mx/redalyc/pdf/160/16009709.pdf

100: When rules violations are discovered, the agency or set of agencies/entities is aggressive in penalizing offenders
and/or in cooperating with other agencies in penalizing offenders.

75:

50: The agency or set of agencies/entities enforces rules, but is limited in its effectiveness. The agency may be slow to act,
unwilling to take on politically powerful offenders, reluctant to cooperate with other agencies, or occasionally unable to
enforce its judgments.

25:

0: The agency or set of agencies/entities does not effectively penalize offenders and/or cooperate with other agencies in
penalizing offenders. The agency may make judgments but not enforce them, or may fail to make reasonable judgments
against offenders. The agency may be partisan in its application of power.

19. Are elections systems transparent and effective?

19a. In practice, there is a clear and transparent system of voter registration.
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100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Informe de Elecciones para la Asamblea Nacional Constituyente�, Organización Participación
Ciudadana, http://www.participacionciudadana.org/images/documentos/PCiudadana.pdf

 Ecuador, elecciones, medios y democracia�, Osvaldo León, Revista Latinoamericana de Comunicación
CHASQUI, http://redalyc.uaemex.mx/redalyc/pdf/160/16009709.pdf

100: There is a transparent system of voter registration that provides voters with sufficient time to understand their rights,
check the accuracy of their registration, and ensure that errors are corrected before they vote.

75:

50: There is a transparent voter registration system that provides voters with sufficient time to understand their rights, check
the accuracy of their registration, and ensure that errors are corrected before they vote but there are some problems. Voters
may have not access to registration lists with sufficient time to correct errors before voting or registration lists may at times
be inaccessible.

25:

0: The system of voter registration is incomplete or does not exist. Government may routinely falsify registration lists to affect
voting patterns and limit access to the polls. Double voting and ghost” voting by non-existent voters is common.

19b. In law, election results can be contested through the judicial system.

YES NO

Comments:
Results can be contested, in a restrictive way, only through the Constitucional Tribunal.

 

References:
Ley de Elecciones 
Título Cuarto Votaciones, Escrutinio y Adjudicación de Puestos
Capítulo Quinto se las Impugnaciones y de los Recursos Electorales

YES: A YES score is earned if citizens or political parties can challenge allegedly fraudulent election results through the
courts or other judicial mechanisms.

NO: A NO score is earned if there is no legal right for citizens or political parties to challenge allegedly fraudulent election
results in the courts or other judicial mechanisms.

19c. In practice, election results can be effectively appealed through the judicial system.

100 75 50 25 0

Comments:
Appeals on electoral matters are resolved in the first instance by the Supreme Electoral Tribunal, which is composed of political
parties representatives, with a clear conflict of interest over the matters reviewed. One can only appeal the determinations of the
Tribunal through the Constitutional Tribunal (which also has a clear political composition), sustaining the appeal on an alleged
constitutional right violation. This process is timely and costly.

 

References:
Informe de Elecciones para la Asamblea Nacional Constituyente�, Organización Participación
Ciudadana, http://www.participacionciudadana.org/images/documentos/PCiudadana.pdf
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 Ecuador, elecciones, medios y democracia�, Osvaldo León, Revista Latinoamericana de Comunicación
CHASQUI, http://redalyc.uaemex.mx/redalyc/pdf/160/16009709.pdf

100: The electoral appeals mechanism takes cases from both candidates complaining of flaws in the electoral process as
well as citizens bringing complaints related to denial of suffrage or registration errors. There is an expedited process for
resolving such complaints to avoid delaying a timely announcement of electoral results.

75:

50: The electoral appeals mechanism takes complaints from both candidates and voters but may not always act on
complaints promptly. The appeals mechanism may be abused at times by parties or candidates seeking to delay the
announcement of electoral results.

25:

0: The electoral appeals mechanism rarely or never acts on complaints brought by candidates or citizens. Citizens may not
be able to bring complaints related to denial of suffrage or voter registration errors.

19d. In practice, the military and security forces remain neutral during elections.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Informe de Elecciones para la Asamblea Nacional Constituyente�, Organización Participación
Ciudadana, http://www.participacionciudadana.org/images/documentos/PCiudadana.pdf

 Ecuador, elecciones, medios y democracia�, Osvaldo León, Revista Latinoamericana de Comunicación
CHASQUI, http://redalyc.uaemex.mx/redalyc/pdf/160/16009709.pdf

100: The military, military officers, and other security forces refrain from overtly supporting or opposing political candidates or
commenting on elections. The military or security forces refrain from physically interfering with political campaigns, rallies, or
voting.

75:

50: The military, military officers, and security forces may be known to unofficially support or oppose particular candidates or
parties. The military or security forces generally refrain from the use of force to support or oppose particular candidates or
parties but there are exceptions.

25:

0: The military or other security forces are an active and explicit player in politics and overly support or oppose particular
candidates or parties. The military or security forces routinely exercise the use of force to support or oppose parties or
candidates.

19e. In law, domestic and international election observers are allowed to monitor elections.

YES NO

 

References:
Reglamento de Observación Electoral
(Resolución No. PLE-TSE-3-10-8-2006)

YES: A YES score is earned if domestic and international election observers are allowed to monitor the electoral process.

NO: A NO score is earned if there are any legal or regulatory prohibitions on the monitoring of the electoral process by
domestic or international election observers.

http://redalyc.uaemex.mx/redalyc/pdf/160/16009709.pdf
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19f. In practice, election observers are able to effectively monitor elections.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Informe de Elecciones para la Asamblea Nacional Constituyente�, Organización Participación
Ciudadana, http://www.participacionciudadana.org/images/documentos/PCiudadana.pdf

 Ecuador, elecciones, medios y democracia�, Osvaldo León, Revista Latinoamericana de Comunicación
CHASQUI, http://redalyc.uaemex.mx/redalyc/pdf/160/16009709.pdf

100: Election observers have unfettered access to polling sites, counting stations, and voters themselves. The government
does not interfere with the observers’ activities.

75:

50: Election observers generally have access to polling sites, counting stations, and voters but encounter restrictions in
certain areas. The government may impose burdensome regulatory or bureaucratic requirements on observers to
discourage their involvement.

25:

0: Election observers’ movements are significantly limited by the government and many polling and counting sites are
restricted or barred from observers. The government imposes so many bureaucratic or regulatory burdens on the observers
that their mission is rendered ineffective.

17. Is there an election monitoring agency or set of election monitoring agencies/entities?

17. In law, is there an election monitoring agency or set of election monitoring agencies/entities?

YES NO

 

References:
Constitución de la República del Ecuador, 
Título IX de la Organización Electoral
Art. 209

YES: A YES score is earned if there is a domestic agency or set of domestic agencies/entities formally assigned to ensure
the integrity of the election process.

NO: A NO score is earned if no domestic agency or set of domestic agencies/entities exists that monitors elections. A NO
score is earned if elections are only monitored by an agency informally, such as poll booth monitoring by the police, only by
international observers, or only by NGOs. A NO score is earned if the domestic election agency or set of domestic agencies
simply facilitates the process of voting but is not empowered to report violations or abuses.

100
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20. Are there regulations governing the financing of political parties?

II-3. Political Financing
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20a. In law, there are regulations governing private contributions to political parties.

YES NO

 

References:
Ley de Partidos Políticos
Título Séptimo Financiamiento
Arts. 57, 58

YES: A YES score is earned if there are any formal rules (by law or regulation) controlling private contributions to political
parties, including prohibitions against foreign donations.

NO: A NO score is earned if there is no regulation of private contributions to political parties.

20b. In law, there are limits on individual donations to political parties.

YES NO

 

References:
Ley de Partidos Políticos
Título Séptimo Financiamiento
Arts. 57, 58

YES: A YES score is earned if there are any limits in size on individual contributions to political parties. A YES score is also
earned if individual contributions are prohibited.

NO: A NO score is earned if there are no limits on contributions from individuals. A NO score is also earned if limits are
applied by the government on opposition parties in a discriminatory manner.

20c. In law, there are limits on corporate donations to political parties.

YES NO

 

References:
Ley de Partidos Políticos
Título Séptimo Financiamiento
Arts. 57, 58

YES: A YES score is earned if there are any limits in size on corporate contributions to political parties. A YES score is
earned if corporate contributions are prohibited.

NO: A NO score is earned if there are no limits on corporate contributions to political parties. A NO score is also earned if
limits are applied by the government on opposition parties in a discriminatory manner.

20d. In law, there are limits on total political party expenditures.

57



YES NO

Comments:
The only case where the expenditure is limited is for individual political campaigns, which is differentiated from the expenditures
of political parties before or after the term of the specific political campaign.

 

References:
N/A

YES: A YES score is earned if there are any limits in size on political party expenditures. A YES score is earned if all party
expenditures are prohibited.

NO: A NO score is earned if there are no limits on political party expenditures. A NO score is also earned if limits are applied
by the government on opposition parties in a discriminatory manner.

20e. In law, there are requirements for the disclosure of donations to political parties.

YES NO

Comments:
There are a variety of funding sources for political parties recognized by the Law. Donations may come from private donors, both
individuals and companies, affiliated citizens who are obligated to pay regular contributions, and from a publicly financed Fund,
which is distributed proportionally according to the results of the last general elections. Only this last source is duly audited by the
Tribunal. The full extent of the financing is submitted through an annual report to the Tribunal, but there is no follow-up of the
other sources to determine if they are complying with the legal obligations, particularly the prohibitions regarding unlawful
sources.

 

References:
Ley de Partidos Políticos
Título Séptimo Financiamiento
Art. 58

YES: A YES score is earned if there are any requirements mandating the disclosure of financial contributions to political
parties.

NO: A NO score is earned if there are no requirements mandating the disclosure of contributions to political parties, existing
regulations do not require a donor’s name or amount given, or the regulations allow for anonymous donations.

20f. In law, there are requirements for the independent auditing of the finances and expenditures of political parties.

YES NO

 

References:
Ley de Partidos Políticos
Título Séptimo Financiamiento
Art. 62

YES: A YES score is earned if there is a legal or regulatory requirement for the independent auditing of party finances and
expenditures. The auditing is performed by an impartial third-party.

NO: A NO score is earned if there are no legal or regulatory requirements for the independent auditing of political parties’
finances and expenditures or if such requirements exist but allow for parties to self-audit.

20g. In law, there is an agency or entity that monitors the financing of political parties.



YES NO

 

References:
Ley de Partidos Políticos
Título Tercero Organización
Art. 21

YES: A YES score is earned if there is a domestic agency or set of domestic agencies/entities formally assigned to monitor
and enforce laws and regulations around the financing of political parties. A YES score is earned even if the agency/entity is
ineffective in practice.

NO: A NO score is earned if there is no such agency or entity.

21. Are there regulations governing the financing of individual political candidates?

21a. In law, there are regulations governing private contributions to individual political candidates.

YES NO

 

References:
Ley Orgánica de Control del Gasto Electoral y de la Propaganda Electoral
Título Tercero Mecanismos de Financiación y Control
Capítulo Segundo de los Ingresos

YES: A YES score is earned if there are any formal rules (by law or regulation) controlling private contributions to individual
political candidates, including prohibitions against foreign donations.

NO: A NO score is earned if there is no regulation of private contributions to individual political candidates.

21b. In law, there are limits on individual donations to political candidates.

YES NO

Comments:
However, there are several provisions regarding the origin of the funding and defining conflicts of interests of individuals.

 

References:
N/A

YES: A YES score is earned if there are any limits in size on individual contributions to political candidates. A YES score is
also earned if individual contributions are prohibited.

NO: A NO score is earned if there are no limits on contributions from individuals. A NO score is also earned if limits are
applied by the government on opposition candidates in a discriminatory manner.

21c. In law, there are limits on corporate donations to individual political candidates.
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YES NO

 

References:
Ley Orgánica de Control del Gasto Electoral y de la Propaganda Electoral
Título Tercero Mecanismos de Financiación y Control
Capítulo Segundo de los Ingresos
Art. 23

YES: A YES score is earned if there are any limits in size on corporate contributions to individual political candidates. A YES
score is earned if corporate contributions are prohibited.

NO: A NO score is earned if there are no limits on corporate contributions to individual political candidates. A NO score is
also earned if limits are applied by the government on opposition candidates in a discriminatory manner.

21d. In law, there are requirements for the disclosure of donations to individual political candidates.

YES NO

 

References:
Ley Orgánica de Control del Gasto Electoral y de la Propaganda Electoral
Título Primero Ámbito de aplicación, Objetivos y Órgano de Control
Art. 5

YES: A YES score is earned if there are any requirements mandating the disclosure of financial contributions to individual
political candidates.

NO: A NO score is earned if there are no requirements mandating the disclosure of contributions to individual political
candidates, existing regulations do not require a donor’s name or amount given, or the regulations allow for anonymous
donations.

21e. In law, there are requirements for the independent auditing of the campaign finances of individual political candidates.

YES NO

Comments:
Even though the law was conceived to implement an independent auditing process of campaign finances, the intention is
undermined by the political designation of the members of the Supreme Electoral Tribunal.

 

References:
Ley Orgánica de Control del Gasto Electoral y de la Propaganda Electoral
Título Tercero Mecanismos de Financiación y Control
Capítulo Cuarto Presentación de las cuentas ante el Tribunal Supremo Electoral y Juzgamiento

YES: A YES score is earned if there is a legal or regulatory requirement for the independent auditing of an individual
candidate’s campaign finances and expenditures. The auditing is performed by an impartial third-party.

NO: A NO score is earned if there are no legal or regulatory requirements for the independent auditing of an individual
candidate’s campaign finances and expenditures or if such requirements exist but allow for candidates to self-audit.

21f. In law, there is an agency or entity that monitors the financing of individual political candidates’ campaigns.



YES NO

 

References:
Ley Orgánica de Control del Gasto Electoral y de la Propaganda Electoral
Título Primero Ámbito de Aplicación, Objetivos y Órgano de Control
Art. 3

YES: A YES score is earned if there is a domestic agency or set of domestic agencies/entities formally assigned to monitor
and enforce laws and regulations around the financing of individual political candidates’ campaigns. A YES score is earned
even if the agency/entity is ineffective in practice.

NO: A NO score is earned if there is no such agency or entity.

22. Are the regulations governing the political financing of parties effective?

22a. In practice, the limits on individual donations to political parties are effective in regulating an individual’s ability to
financially support a political party.

100 75 50 25 0

Comments:
There are several ways in which the regulations regarding limits on political parties and individual campaigns donations are
violated. As we mentioned before, in the case of donations to political parties, there is no audit performed to determine if there
are violations. For the donations to campaigns, the problem is more complex. Even though the applicable regulations are
extensive and comprehensive, there are serious limitations on the capacity of the Tribunal to account all the effective donations to
any campaign. Many donations are done through materials, time of personnel, promotional items (flags, t-shirts, etc.) and indirect
media coverage (mainly interviews). In practice, the Tribunal is unable, and in some cases politically unwilling to measure them.

 

References:
Informe de Elecciones para la Asamblea Nacional Constituyente�, Organización Participación
Ciudadana, http://www.participacionciudadana.org/images/documentos/PCiudadana.pdf

 Ecuador, elecciones, medios y democracia�, Osvaldo León, Revista Latinoamericana de Comunicación
CHASQUI, http://redalyc.uaemex.mx/redalyc/pdf/160/16009709.pdf

100: Existing limits represent the full extent to which an individual can directly or indirectly financially support a political party.
Limits are reasonably low enough in the context of the total costs of running a campaign.

75:

50: Existing limits generally represent the full extent to which an individual can directly or indirectly financially support a
political party. However, exceptions and loopholes exist through which individuals can indirectly support political parties
above and beyond those formal limitations. Such loopholes could include making donations to third-party groups that
advocate on behalf of (or against) a particular party; unregulated loans to parties (rather than direct donations); or in-kind
support that is not explicitly regulated by laws or regulations. The limits may be too high in the context of the overall costs of
running a campaign.

25:

0: Existing limits are routinely bypassed or willfully ignored. The vast majority of individual contributions to a political party
are made outside of the formal limitation system. There is no enforcement of violations. Limits are so high that they are
meaningless in the context of the overall costs of running a campaign.

22b. In practice, the limits on corporate donations to political parties are effective in regulating a company’s ability to
financially support a political party.

17
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100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Informe de Elecciones para la Asamblea Nacional Constituyente�, Organización Participación
Ciudadana, http://www.participacionciudadana.org/images/documentos/PCiudadana.pdf

 Ecuador, elecciones, medios y democracia�, Osvaldo León, Revista Latinoamericana de Comunicación
CHASQUI, http://redalyc.uaemex.mx/redalyc/pdf/160/16009709.pdf

100: Existing limits represent the full extent to which a company can directly or indirectly financially support a political party.
Limits are reasonably low enough in the context of the total costs of running a campaign to be meaningful.

75:

50: Existing limits generally represent the full extent to which a company can directly or indirectly financially support a
political party. However, exceptions and loopholes exist through which companies can indirectly support political parties
above and beyond those formal limitations. Such loopholes could include making donations to third-party groups that
advocate on behalf of (or against) a particular party; unregulated loans to parties (rather than direct donations); or in-kind
support that is not explicitly regulated by laws or regulations. The limits may be too high in the context of the overall costs of
running a campaign.

25:

0: Existing limits are routinely bypassed or willfully ignored. The majority of corporate contributions to political parties are
made outside of the formal limitation system. There is no enforcement of violations. Limits are so high that they are
meaningless in the context of the overall costs of running a campaign.

22c. In practice, the limits on total party expenditures are effective in regulating a political party’s ability to fund campaigns or
politically-related activities.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Informe de Elecciones para la Asamblea Nacional Constituyente�, Organización Participación
Ciudadana, http://www.participacionciudadana.org/images/documentos/PCiudadana.pdf

 Ecuador, elecciones, medios y democracia�, Osvaldo León, Revista Latinoamericana de Comunicación
CHASQUI, http://redalyc.uaemex.mx/redalyc/pdf/160/16009709.pdf

100: Existing limits represent the full extent to which political parties are able to finance their activities. Limits are reasonably
low enough in the context of the total costs of running a party to be meaningful.

75:

50: Existing limits generally represent the full extent to which a political party can finance its activities. However, exceptions
and loopholes exist through which parties can generate revenue or finance their activities beyond the scope of existing
regulations. Such loopholes could include taking loans that are outside of the scope of regulations covering direct donations;
links to revenue-generating business activities that are beyond the scope of electoral or campaign-related regulations; or
accepting in-kind support that is not explicitly regulated by laws or regulations. The limits may be too high in the context of
the overall costs of running a party

25:

0: Existing limits are routinely bypassed or willfully ignored. The majority of expenditures are made outside of the formal
limitation system. Limits are so high that they are meaningless in the context of the overall costs of running a party.

22d. In practice, when necessary, an agency or entity monitoring the financing of political parties independently initiates
investigations.
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100 75 50 25 0

Comments:
It is the responsibility of the Supreme Electoral Tribunal to initiate investigations where there is sufficient evidence to presume a
violation to the bylaws applicable on electoral campaigns and political parties. No particular complaint has to be submitted for the
Tribunal to be obligated to review a case, and if such a complaint is presented, it has to be considered. In practice, the Tribunal
does not commonly initiate investigations into the political parties and campaign finances, unless there is a formal complaint and
sufficient publicity over that process.

 

References:
Informe de Elecciones para la Asamblea Nacional Constituyente�, Organización Participación
Ciudadana, http://www.participacionciudadana.org/images/documentos/PCiudadana.pdf

 Ecuador, elecciones, medios y democracia�, Osvaldo León, Revista Latinoamericana de Comunicación
CHASQUI, http://redalyc.uaemex.mx/redalyc/pdf/160/16009709.pdf

100: The agency or entity aggressively starts investigations into allegations of wrong doing with respect to the financing of
political parties. The agency is fair in its application of this power.

75:

50: The agency or entity will start investigations, but often relies on external pressure to set priorities, or has limited
effectiveness when investigating. The agency, thought limited in effectiveness, is still fair in its application of power.

25:

0: The agency or entity rarely investigates on its own, or the agency or entity is partisan in its application of this power.

22e. In practice, when necessary, an agency or entity monitoring the financing of political parties imposes penalties on
offenders.

100 75 50 25 0

Comments:
On several occasions the Supreme Electoral Tribunal has imposed sanctions to political parties, regarding violations to the
expenditure limit of individual campaigns, mostly on presidential candidacies. In these cases, the amount of the penalty is
considerably lower than the effective expenditure excess, which undermines the whole sanction process. There are no sanctions
imposed to political parties regarding their regular funding.

 

References:
Informe de Elecciones para la Asamblea Nacional Constituyente�, Organización Participación
Ciudadana, http://www.participacionciudadana.org/images/documentos/PCiudadana.pdf

 Ecuador, elecciones, medios y democracia�, Osvaldo León, Revista Latinoamericana de Comunicación
CHASQUI, http://redalyc.uaemex.mx/redalyc/pdf/160/16009709.pdf

100: When rules violations are discovered, the agency or entity is aggressive in penalizing offenders.

75:

50: The agency or entity enforces rules, but is limited in its effectiveness. The agency or entity may be slow to act, unwilling
to take on politically powerful offenders, or occasionally unable to enforce its judgments.

25:

0: The agency or entity does not effectively penalize offenders. The agency or entity may make judgments but not enforce
them, or may fail to make reasonable judgments against offenders. The agency or entity may be partisan in its application of
power.

22f. In practice, contributions to political parties are audited.
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100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Informe de Elecciones para la Asamblea Nacional Constituyente�, Organización Participación
Ciudadana, http://www.participacionciudadana.org/images/documentos/PCiudadana.pdf

 Ecuador, elecciones, medios y democracia�, Osvaldo León, Revista Latinoamericana de Comunicación
CHASQUI, http://redalyc.uaemex.mx/redalyc/pdf/160/16009709.pdf

100: Political party finances are regularly audited using generally accepted auditing practices. This includes the auditing of
nominally independent financial organizations that act as financial extensions of the party.

75:

50: Political party finances (as defined) are audited, but audits are limited in some way, such as using inadequate auditing
standards, or the presence of exceptions to disclosed contributions. Contributions to the political party may be sufficiently
audited, but the auditing of nominally independent extensions of the party may not be.

25:

0: Party finances are not audited, or the audits performed have no value in tracking contributions. Audits may be performed
by entities known to be partisan or biased in their practices.

23. Are the regulations governing the political financing of individual candidates effective?

23a. In practice, the limits on individual donations to political candidates are effective in regulating an individual’s ability to
financially support a particular candidate.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Informe de Elecciones para la Asamblea Nacional Constituyente�, Organización Participación
Ciudadana, http://www.participacionciudadana.org/images/documentos/PCiudadana.pdf

 Ecuador, elecciones, medios y democracia�, Osvaldo León, Revista Latinoamericana de Comunicación
CHASQUI, http://redalyc.uaemex.mx/redalyc/pdf/160/16009709.pdf

100: Existing limits represent the full extent to which an individual can directly or indirectly financially support a political
candidate. Limits are reasonably low enough in the context of the total costs of running a campaign.

75:

50: Existing limits generally represent the full extent to which an individual can directly or indirectly financially support a
particular candidate. However, exceptions and loopholes exist through which individuals can indirectly support particular
political candidates above and beyond those formal limitations. Such loopholes could include making donations to third-party
groups that advocate on behalf of (or against) a particular candidate; unregulated loans to candidates (rather than direct
donations); or in-kind support that is not explicitly regulated by laws or regulations. The limits may be too high in the context
of the overall costs of running a campaign.

25:

0: Existing limits are routinely bypassed or willfully ignored. The vast majority of individual contributions to a particular
political candidate are made outside of the formal limitation system. There is no enforcement of violations. Limits are so high
that they are meaningless in the context of the overall costs of running a campaign.

23b. In practice, the limits on corporate donations to individual candidates are effective in regulating a company’s ability to
financially support a candidate.

25
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100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Informe de Elecciones para la Asamblea Nacional Constituyente�, Organización Participación
Ciudadana, http://www.participacionciudadana.org/images/documentos/PCiudadana.pdf

 Ecuador, elecciones, medios y democracia�, Osvaldo León, Revista Latinoamericana de Comunicación
CHASQUI, http://redalyc.uaemex.mx/redalyc/pdf/160/16009709.pdf

100: Existing limits represent the full extent to which a company can directly or indirectly financially support an individual
candidate. Limits are reasonably low enough in the context of the total costs of running a campaign to be meaningful.

75:

50: Existing limits generally represent the full extent to which a company can directly or indirectly financially support an
individual candidate. However, exceptions and loopholes exist through which companies can indirectly support individual
candidates above and beyond those formal limitations. Such loopholes could include making donations to third-party groups
that advocate on behalf of (or against) a particular candidate; unregulated loans to candidates (rather than direct donations);
or in-kind support that is not explicitly regulated by laws or regulations. The limits may be too high in the context of the
overall costs of running a campaign.

25:

0: Existing limits are routinely bypassed or willfully ignored. The majority of corporate contributions to individual candidates
are made outside of the formal limitation system. There is no enforcement of violations. Limits are so high that they are
meaningless in the context of the overall costs of running a campaign.

23c. In practice, when necessary, an agency or entity monitoring the financing of individual candidates’ campaigns
independently initiates investigations.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Informe de Elecciones para la Asamblea Nacional Constituyente�, Organización Participación
Ciudadana, http://www.participacionciudadana.org/images/documentos/PCiudadana.pdf

 Ecuador, elecciones, medios y democracia�, Osvaldo León, Revista Latinoamericana de Comunicación
CHASQUI, http://redalyc.uaemex.mx/redalyc/pdf/160/16009709.pdf

100: The agency or entity aggressively starts investigations into allegations of wrong doing with respect to the financing of
individual candidates’ campaigns. The agency is fair in its application of this power.

75:

50: The agency or entity will start investigations, but often relies on external pressure to set priorities, or has limited
effectiveness when investigating. The agency, thought limited in effectiveness, is still fair in its application of power.

25:

0: The agency or entity rarely investigates on its own, or the agency or entity is partisan in its application of this power.

23d. In practice, when necessary, an agency or entity monitoring the financing of individual candidates’ campaigns imposes
penalties on offenders.

100 75 50 25 0
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References:
Informe de Elecciones para la Asamblea Nacional Constituyente�, Organización Participación
Ciudadana, http://www.participacionciudadana.org/images/documentos/PCiudadana.pdf

 Ecuador, elecciones, medios y democracia�, Osvaldo León, Revista Latinoamericana de Comunicación
CHASQUI, http://redalyc.uaemex.mx/redalyc/pdf/160/16009709.pdf

100: When rules violations are discovered, the agency or entity is aggressive in penalizing offenders.

75:

50: The agency or entity enforces rules, but is limited in its effectiveness. The agency or entity may be slow to act, unwilling
to take on politically powerful offenders, or occasionally unable to enforce its judgments.

25:

0: The agency or entity does not effectively penalize offenders. The agency or entity may make judgments but not enforce
them, or may fail to make reasonable judgments against offenders. The agency or entity may be partisan in its application of
power.

23e. In practice, the finances of individual candidates’ campaigns are audited.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Informe de Elecciones para la Asamblea Nacional Constituyente�, Organización Participación
Ciudadana, http://www.participacionciudadana.org/images/documentos/PCiudadana.pdf

 Ecuador, elecciones, medios y democracia�, Osvaldo León, Revista Latinoamericana de Comunicación
CHASQUI, http://redalyc.uaemex.mx/redalyc/pdf/160/16009709.pdf

100: The finances of individual candidates’ campaigns are regularly audited using generally accepted auditing practices.

75:

50: The finances of individual candidates’ campaigns are audited, but audits are limited in some way, such as using
inadequate auditing standards, or the presence of exceptions to disclosed contributions.

25:

0: The finances of individual candidates’ campaigns are not audited, or the audits performed have no value in tracking
contributions. Audits may be performed by entities known to be partisan or biased in their practices.

24. Can citizens access records related to the financing of political parties?

24a. In practice, political parties disclose data relating to financial support and expenditures within a reasonable time period.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Informe de Elecciones para la Asamblea Nacional Constituyente�, Organización Participación
Ciudadana, http://www.participacionciudadana.org/images/documentos/PCiudadana.pdf

 Ecuador, elecciones, medios y democracia�, Osvaldo León, Revista Latinoamericana de Comunicación
CHASQUI, http://redalyc.uaemex.mx/redalyc/pdf/160/16009709.pdf
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100: Political parties disclose their sources of funding and expenditures at least every quarter.

75:

50: Political parties disclose their sources of funding and expenditures only one or two times per year. Delays may occur
when sensitive political information is involved.

25:

0: Political parties never publish their sources of funding or expenditures or publish that information only rarely with more
than a year in between publication. Politically sensitive information is regular withheld from public disclosure.

24b. In practice, citizens can access the financial records of political parties within a reasonable time period.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Informe de Elecciones para la Asamblea Nacional Constituyente�, Organización Participación
Ciudadana, http://www.participacionciudadana.org/images/documentos/PCiudadana.pdf

 Ecuador, elecciones, medios y democracia�, Osvaldo León, Revista Latinoamericana de Comunicación
CHASQUI, http://redalyc.uaemex.mx/redalyc/pdf/160/16009709.pdf

100: Records are available on-line, or records can be obtained within two days. Records are uniformly available; there are
no delays for politically sensitive information.

75:

50: Records take two to four weeks to obtain. Some delays may be experienced.

25:

0: Records take more than a month to acquire. There may be persistent delays in obtaining politically sensitive records.

24c. In practice, citizens can access the financial records of political parties at a reasonable cost.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Informe de Elecciones para la Asamblea Nacional Constituyente�, Organización Participación
Ciudadana, http://www.participacionciudadana.org/images/documentos/PCiudadana.pdf

 Ecuador, elecciones, medios y democracia�, Osvaldo León, Revista Latinoamericana de Comunicación
CHASQUI, http://redalyc.uaemex.mx/redalyc/pdf/160/16009709.pdf

100: Records are free to all citizens, or available for the cost of photocopying. Records can be obtained at little cost, such as
by mail, or on-line.

75:

50: Records impose a financial burden on citizens, journalists or CSOs. Retrieving records may require a visit to a specific
office, such as a regional or national capital.

25:

0: Retrieving records imposes a major financial burden on citizens. Records costs are prohibitive to most citizens,
journalists, or CSOs trying to access this information.
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25. Can citizens access records related to the financing of individual candidates’ campaigns?

25a. In practice, individual political candidates disclose data relating to financial support and expenditures within a
reasonable time period.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Informe de Elecciones para la Asamblea Nacional Constituyente�, Organización Participación
Ciudadana, http://www.participacionciudadana.org/images/documentos/PCiudadana.pdf

 Ecuador, elecciones, medios y democracia�, Osvaldo León, Revista Latinoamericana de Comunicación
CHASQUI, http://redalyc.uaemex.mx/redalyc/pdf/160/16009709.pdf

100: Individual candidates disclose their sources of funding and expenditures at least every quarter.

75:

50: Individual candidates disclose their sources of funding and expenditures only one or two times per year. Delays may
occur when sensitive political information is involved.

25:

0: Individual candidates never publish their sources of funding or expenditures or publish that information only rarely with
more than a year in between publication. Politically sensitive information is regular withheld from public disclosure.

25b. In practice, citizens can access the financial records of individual candidates (their campaign revenues and
expenditures) within a reasonable time period.

100 75 50 25 0

Comments:
The financial records of political campaigns are usually presented to the Supreme Electoral Tribunal within the trimester following
the election. The review process takes, on average, two months. Until this point, citizens have no access to a definitive version of
the financial records. By the time citizens have a definitive version, with legal value, the results of the elections have been ratified,
and the elected authorities are already in office, making any sanctioning rather complicated.

 

References:
Informe de Elecciones para la Asamblea Nacional Constituyente�, Organización Participación
Ciudadana, http://www.participacionciudadana.org/images/documentos/PCiudadana.pdf

 Ecuador, elecciones, medios y democracia�, Osvaldo León, Revista Latinoamericana de Comunicación
CHASQUI, http://redalyc.uaemex.mx/redalyc/pdf/160/16009709.pdf

100: Records are available on-line, or records can be obtained within two days. Records are uniformly available; there are
no delays for politically sensitive information.

75:

50: Records take two to four weeks to obtain. Some delays may be experienced.

25:

0: Records take more than a month to acquire. There may be persistent delays in obtaining politically sensitive records.
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25c. In practice, citizens can access the financial records of individual candidates (their campaign revenues and
expenditures) at a reasonable cost.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Informe de Elecciones para la Asamblea Nacional Constituyente�, Organización Participación
Ciudadana, http://www.participacionciudadana.org/images/documentos/PCiudadana.pdf

 Ecuador, elecciones, medios y democracia�, Osvaldo León, Revista Latinoamericana de Comunicación
CHASQUI, http://redalyc.uaemex.mx/redalyc/pdf/160/16009709.pdf

100: Records are free to all citizens, or available for the cost of photocopying. Records can be obtained at little cost, such as
by mail, or on-line.

75:

50: Records impose a financial burden on citizens, journalists or CSOs. Retrieving records may require a visit to a specific
office, such as a regional or national capital.

25:

0: Retrieving records imposes a major financial burden on citizens. Records costs are prohibitive to most citizens,
journalists, or CSOs trying to access this information.

41
Category III. Government Accountability

60

27. Can the chief executive be held accountable for his/her actions?

27a. In practice, the chief executive gives reasons for his/her policy decisions.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Palacio traspasó bienes a su esposa a los dos días de dejar Carondelet, Radio Centro, 24 de septiembre del 2007, 
http://www.radiocentro.ec/home/contenidos.php?id=37&identificaArticulo=901

Luis Almeida acusa a ex presidente Palacio de enriquecimiento ilícito, 29 de agosto de 2007
http://www.congreso.gov.ec/noticias/contenido.aspx?codigo_bol=5154&sitio=noticias

100: The chief executive and/or cabinet ministers give formal explanations of all policy matters. The chief executive regularly
takes critical questions from journalists or an opposition party, usually at least once a month. There is no censoring of such
sessions.

75:

III-1. Executive Accountability
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50: The chief executive and/or cabinet ministers give explanations of policy, but not always in a timely or complete way. The
chief executive occasionally takes critical questions from journalists or an opposition party, but not in a regular or formalized
process. Particular issues of political sensitivity may be censored by government broadcasters.

25:

0: The chief executive and/or cabinet ministers do not give substantial justifications for policy. Public appearances by the
chief executive offer no exposure to critical questions. The government and government-run media routinely sensor such
sessions.

27b. In law, the judiciary can review the actions of the executive.

YES NO

 

References:
Constitución de la República del Ecuador, 
Título VIII de la Función Judicial
Capítulo 1 de los Principios Generales
Art. 196

YES: A YES score is earned if there is a formal process by which the judiciary can pass judgments on the legality or
constitutionality of actions taken by the executive.

NO: A NO score is earned if no such mechanism exists. A NO score is earned if judicial review is vaguely established in law
or regulation without formal procedures. A NO score is earned if general exemptions exist with respect to executive actions
that are reviewable (a national security exemption, for example).

27c. In practice, when necessary, the judiciary reviews the actions of the executive.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Palacio traspasó bienes a su esposa a los dos días de dejar Carondelet, Radio Centro, 24 de septiembre del 2007, 
http://www.radiocentro.ec/home/contenidos.php?id=37&identificaArticulo=901

Luis Almeida acusa a ex presidente Palacio de enriquecimiento ilícito, 29 de agosto de 2007
http://www.congreso.gov.ec/noticias/contenido.aspx?codigo_bol=5154&sitio=noticias

100: When constitutional or legal questions or possible violations are raised, the judiciary is aggressive in reviewing
executive actions and can void illegal or unconstitutional actions. The judiciary is fair and nonpartisan in its application of this
power. It does not need to rely upon the executive to initiate a constitutional or legal review.

75:

50: The judiciary will review executive actions, but is limited in its effectiveness. The judiciary may be slow to act, unwilling to
take on politically sensitive issues, or occasionally unable to enforce its judgments.

25:

0: The judiciary does not effectively review executive policy. The judiciary may make judgments but not enforce them, or
may fail to pass judgments on executive abuses. The judiciary may be partisan in its application of power. It must rely on
instructions from the executive in order to initiate a legal or constitutional review.

27d. In practice, the chief executive limits the use of executive orders for establishing new regulations, policies, or
government practices.
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100 75 50 25 0

Comments:
The Executive branch uses decrees extensively in order to regulate general laws, according to particular circumstances or
interests. As an example, in the anti-corruption area, most of the institutional framework has been developed through Executive
decrees. The Constitution determines that the Attorney General is the leading organization in the fight against corruption.
However, in successive governments this disposition has been limited or flagrantly violated by providing extensive attributions to
other institutions. That is the case of the Civic Anti-Corruption Commission, which was granted by a Decree the representation of
the country to the Inter-American Anti-Corruption Convention, including the participation follow-up mechanism provided by the
OAS.

 

References:
Palacio traspasó bienes a su esposa a los dos días de dejar Carondelet, Radio Centro, 24 de septiembre del 2007, 
http://www.radiocentro.ec/home/contenidos.php?id=37&identificaArticulo=901

Luis Almeida acusa a ex presidente Palacio de enriquecimiento ilícito, 29 de agosto de 2007
http://www.congreso.gov.ec/noticias/contenido.aspx?codigo_bol=5154&sitio=noticias

100: The chief executive utilizes executive orders only when there is no constitutional or legal requirement for official
legislative action or approval. Executive orders are limited in number and narrow in scope.

75:

50: The chief executive sometimes relies on executive orders to implement policies and regulations opposed by the
legislature. Some executive orders are overly broad in scope and are designed to circumvent constitutional or legal
requirements for legislative action or approval.

25:

0: The chief executive routinely abuses executive orders to render the legislature practically useless. Executive orders are
the norm, not the exception, and directly contravene constitutional or legal requirements for legislative action or approval.

28. Is the executive leadership subject to criminal proceedings?

28a. In law, the heads of state and government can be prosecuted for crimes they commit.

YES NO

Comments:
The criminal prosecution of a head of state or government (in this case the president) falls under the jurisdiction of the Supreme
Court. In the case of the Legislative, the constitution recognizes this branch the right to impeach the president if there is sufficient
evidence to determine that he is insane and unable to duly perform his responsibilities, or if it can be demonstrated that he has
neglected the due fulfillment of his obligations. The only applicable sanction is destitution from office. For any other criminal
prosecution, the case has to be ruled by the Supreme Court alone, with the difficulties it entails.

 

References:
Ley Orgánica de la Función Judicial
Título I de los Jueces
Sección II de la Corte Suprema
Art. 13

YES: A YES score is earned if the heads of state and government can be investigated, charged or prosecuted for criminal
allegations. Figurehead officials (symbolic figures without day-to-day authority) may be exempt.

NO: A NO score is earned if either the head of state or government cannot be investigated, charged or prosecuted for
criminal allegations or the executive branch controls whether investigative or prosecutorial immunity can be lifted on the
heads of state or government.

28b. In law, ministerial-level officials can be prosecuted for crimes they commit.

100
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YES NO

 

References:
Ley Orgánica de la Función Judicial
Título I de los Jueces
Sección II de la Corte Suprema
Art. 13

YES: A YES score is earned if ministerial-level officials, or their equivalents, can all be investigated, charged or prosecuted
for criminal allegations.

NO: A NO score is earned if any ministerial-level official, or equivalent official, cannot be investigated, charged or prosecuted
for criminal allegations or the executive branch controls whether investigative or prosecutorial immunity can be lifted on
ministerial-level officials.

29. Are there regulations governing conflicts of interest by the executive branch?

29a. In law, the heads of state and government are required to file a regular asset disclosure form.

YES NO

 

References:
Constitución de la República del Ecuador, 
Título V de las Instituciones del Estado y la Función Pública
Capítulo 2 de la Función Pública
Art. 122

YES: A YES score is earned if the heads of state and government are required by law to file an asset disclosure form while
in office, illustrating sources of income, stock holdings, and other assets. This form need not be publicly available to score a
YES. Figurehead officials (symbolic figures without day-to-day authority) may be exempt.

NO: A NO score is earned if either the head of state or government is not required to disclose assets.

29b. In law, ministerial-level officials are required to file a regular asset disclosure form.

YES NO

 

References:
Constitución de la República del Ecuador, 
Título V de las Instituciones del Estado y la Función Pública
Capítulo 2 de la Función Pública
Art. 122

YES: A YES score is earned if ministerial-level officials, or their equivalents, are all required by law to file an asset disclosure
form while in office, illustrating sources of income, stock holdings, and other assets.

NO: A NO score is earned if ministers are not required to disclose assets. A NO score is earned if some ministers must
disclose assets, but other ministers are not required.

29c. In law, there are regulations governing gifts and hospitality offered to members of the executive branch.

56



YES NO

 

References:
Ley Orgánica de Servicio Civil y Carrera Administrativa y de Unificación y Homologación de las Remuneraciones del Sector
Público
Libro I del Servicio Civil y Carrera Administrativa
Título III del Régimen Interno de Administración de Recursos Humanos
Capítulo I de los Deberes, Derechos y Prohibiciones
Art. 26, numeral k)

YES: A YES score is earned if there are formal guidelines regulating gifts and hospitality offered to members of the
executive branch of government.

NO: A NO score is earned if there are no guidelines or regulations with respect to gifts and hospitality offered to members of
the executive branch. A NO score is earned if the guidelines are overly general and do not specify what is and is not
appropriate.

29d. In law, there are requirements for the independent auditing of the executive branch asset disclosure forms (defined here
as ministers and heads of state and government).

YES NO

 

References:
Constitución de la República del Ecuador, 
Título V de las Instituciones del Estado y la Función Pública
Capítulo 2 de la Función Pública
Art. 122

Ley Orgánica de la Contraloría General del Estado
Título II del Sistema de Control, Fiscalización y Auditoría del Estado
Capítulo 4 Organismo Técnico Superior de Control
Sección 1 Contraloría General del Estado
Art. 31, Numeral 9

YES: A YES score is earned if there is a legal or regulatory requirement for independent auditing of executive branch asset
disclosures. The auditing is performed by an impartial third-party. Figurehead officials (symbolic figures without day-to-day
authority) may be exempt.

NO: A NO score is earned if there are no legal or regulatory requirements for the independent auditing of executive branch
asset disclosures or if such requirements exist but allow for self-auditing.

29e. In law, there are restrictions on heads of state and government and ministers entering the private sector after leaving
the government.

YES NO

Comments:
This is a recurrent issue in Ecuador. Most ministers of influential areas (energy, infrastructure, etc.) are commonly hired by private
companies right after they leave office. Furthermore, this is seen as a normal and commendable practice, and no one debates the
evident conflict of interest present. In some cases, these companies have been awarded important contracts in processes where
access to sensible or confidential information could determine an illegitimate advantage in the preparation of the bid.

 

References:
N/A



YES: A YES score is earned if there are regulations restricting the ability of heads of state/government and ministers to take
positions in the private sector after leaving government that would present a conflict of interest, including positions that
directly seek to influence their former government colleagues. Figurehead officials (symbolic figures without day-to-day
authority) may be exempt.

NO: A NO score is earned if no such restrictions exist.

29f. In practice, the regulations restricting post-government private sector employment for heads of state and government
and ministers are effective.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Palacio traspasó bienes a su esposa a los dos días de dejar Carondelet, Radio Centro, 24 de septiembre del 2007, 
http://www.radiocentro.ec/home/contenidos.php?id=37&identificaArticulo=901

Luis Almeida acusa a ex presidente Palacio de enriquecimiento ilícito, 29 de agosto de 2007
http://www.congreso.gov.ec/noticias/contenido.aspx?codigo_bol=5154&sitio=noticias

100: The regulations restricting post-government private sector employment for heads of state/government and ministers are
uniformly enforced. There are no cases or few cases of those officials taking jobs in the private sector after leaving
government where they directly lobby or seek to influence their former government colleagues without an adequate cooling
off” period.

75:

50: The regulations are generally enforced though some exceptions exist. In certain sectors, heads of state/government or
ministers are known to regularly take jobs in the private sector that entail directly lobbying or seeking to influence their former
government colleagues. Cooling off periods are short and sometimes ignored.

25:

0: The regulations are rarely or never enforced. Heads of state/government or ministers routinely take jobs in the private
sector following government employment that involve direct lobbying or influencing of former government colleagues.
Cooling off periods are non-existent or never enforced.

29g. In practice, the regulations governing gifts and hospitality offered to members of the executive branch are effective.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Palacio traspasó bienes a su esposa a los dos días de dejar Carondelet, Radio Centro, 24 de septiembre del 2007, 
http://www.radiocentro.ec/home/contenidos.php?id=37&identificaArticulo=901

Luis Almeida acusa a ex presidente Palacio de enriquecimiento ilícito, 29 de agosto de 2007
http://www.congreso.gov.ec/noticias/contenido.aspx?codigo_bol=5154&sitio=noticias

100: The regulations governing gifts and hospitality to members of the executive branch are regularly enforced. Members of
the executive branch never or rarely accept gifts or hospitality above what is allowed.

75:

50: The regulations governing gifts and hospitality to members of the executive branch are generally applied though
exceptions exist. Some ministers in certain sectors are known to accept greater amounts of gifts and hospitality from outside
interest groups or private sector actors than is allowed.

25:

0: The regulations governing gifts and hospitality to members of the executive branch are routinely ignored and unenforced.
Ministers and other members of the executive branch routinely accept significant amounts of gifts and hospitality from
outside interest groups and actors seeking to influence their decisions.
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29h. In practice, executive branch asset disclosures (defined here as ministers and above) are audited.

100 75 50 25 0

Comments:
As a general practice, most asset disclosures are never audited. There are several factors that prevent the Comptroller General
Office (the institution in charge of the audit process) to fulfill its mandate. The first one is the lack of institutional capacity to
perform that obligation, including insufficient personnel, reduced staff with specific technical ability, limited budget, etc. The
second factor is the applicable legislation concerning the presentation of asset disclosures. Every public official is obligated to
present an asset disclosure, which has to be submitted to any public notary in the country; the Comptroller staff then has to
collect from all the notaries the disclosures in order to perform audits, which in practice limits the ability to carry out an effective
work. Finally, in the case of key members of the executive branch, there is political pressure surrounding the auditing of
disclosures, which discourages a thorough review.

 

References:
Palacio traspasó bienes a su esposa a los dos días de dejar Carondelet, Radio Centro, 24 de septiembre del 2007, 
http://www.radiocentro.ec/home/contenidos.php?id=37&identificaArticulo=901

Luis Almeida acusa a ex presidente Palacio de enriquecimiento ilícito, 29 de agosto de 2007
http://www.congreso.gov.ec/noticias/contenido.aspx?codigo_bol=5154&sitio=noticias

100: Executive branch asset disclosures are regularly audited using generally accepted auditing practices.

75:

50: Executive branch asset disclosures are audited, but audits are limited in some way, such as using inadequate auditing
standards, or the presence of exceptions to disclosed assets.

25:

0: Executive branch asset disclosures are not audited, or the audits performed have no value. Audits may be performed by
entities known to be partisan or biased in their practices.

30. Can citizens access the asset disclosure records of the heads of state and government?

30a. In law, citizens can access the asset disclosure records of the heads of state and government.

YES NO

 

References:
Ley Orgánica de Transparencia y Acceso a la Información Pública

YES: A YES score is earned if the heads of state and government file an asset disclosure form that is, in law, accessible to
the public (individuals, civil society groups or journalists).

NO: A NO score is earned if there is no asset disclosure for either the head of state or government. A NO score is earned if
the form is filed, but not available to the public.

30b. In practice, citizens can access the asset disclosure records of the heads of state and government within a reasonable
time period.

100 75 50 25 0
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References:
Palacio traspasó bienes a su esposa a los dos días de dejar Carondelet, Radio Centro, 24 de septiembre del 2007, 
http://www.radiocentro.ec/home/contenidos.php?id=37&identificaArticulo=901

Luis Almeida acusa a ex presidente Palacio de enriquecimiento ilícito, 29 de agosto de 2007
http://www.congreso.gov.ec/noticias/contenido.aspx?codigo_bol=5154&sitio=noticias

100: Records are available on-line, or records can be obtained within two days. Records are uniformly available; there are
no delays for politically sensitive information.

75:

50: Records take around two weeks to obtain. Some additional delays may be experienced.

25:

0: Records take more than a month to acquire. In some cases, most records may be available sooner, but there may be
persistent delays in obtaining politically sensitive records.

30c. In practice, citizens can access the asset disclosure records of the heads of state and government at a reasonable cost.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Palacio traspasó bienes a su esposa a los dos días de dejar Carondelet, Radio Centro, 24 de septiembre del 2007, 
http://www.radiocentro.ec/home/contenidos.php?id=37&identificaArticulo=901

Luis Almeida acusa a ex presidente Palacio de enriquecimiento ilícito, 29 de agosto de 2007
http://www.congreso.gov.ec/noticias/contenido.aspx?codigo_bol=5154&sitio=noticias

100: Records are free to all citizens, or available for the cost of photocopying. Records can be obtained at little cost, such as
by mail, or on-line.

75:

50: Records impose a financial burden on citizens, journalists or CSOs. Retrieving records may require a visit to a specific
office, such as a regional or national capital.

25:

0: Retrieving records imposes a major financial burden on citizens. Records costs are prohibitive to most citizens,
journalists, or CSOs trying to access this information.

26. Can citizens sue the government for infringement of their civil rights?

26. In law, can citizens sue the government for infringement of their civil rights?

YES NO

Comments:
The Constitution approved in 1998 incorporated the  Amparo Constitucional� as a means to promote immediate protection of civil,
political, social and environmental rights. This legal resource can be presented to any judge at a local level, and its acceptance
implies the immediate suspension of any governmental action that might presumably affect the constitutionally established right.
This resource is a breakthrough in the protection of the citizens’ rights, but its application has proven challenging, since it has
been accepted abusively by judges, without proper substantiation.

 

100
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References:
Constitución de la República del Ecuador, 
Título III de los Derechos, Garantías y Deberes, 
Capítulo 1 Principios Generales
Art. 20, 21, 22

YES: A YES score is earned if all citizens (citizen is defined broadly, to include all ethnicities, or anyone born in the country)
can receive compensation or redress through the courts for civil rights violations committed by the government, such as
failure to follow due process of law when detaining suspected criminals.

NO: A NO score is earned if any group of citizens is excluded from the right to sue the government, or no such mechanism
exists.

31. Official government functions are kept separate and distinct from the functions of the
ruling political party.

31. In practice, official government functions are kept separate and distinct from the functions of the ruling political party.

100 75 50 25 0

Comments:
Throughout the most recent democratic period (1979-2008), there has always been a clear tendency from elected authorities to
incorporate the political party structure to the government functions. There is a standing tradition of incorporating as many
affiliates of the ruling party to all the possible positions within the government. Another usual malpractice is to force public officials
to  voluntarily� contribute to political campaigns, or to  willingly� attend the political rallies of the ruling party.

 

References:
Palacio traspasó bienes a su esposa a los dos días de dejar Carondelet, Radio Centro, 24 de septiembre del 2007, 
http://www.radiocentro.ec/home/contenidos.php?id=37&identificaArticulo=901

Luis Almeida acusa a ex presidente Palacio de enriquecimiento ilícito, 29 de agosto de 2007
http://www.congreso.gov.ec/noticias/contenido.aspx?codigo_bol=5154&sitio=noticias

100: Clear rules are followed distinguishing state functions from party activities. Government funds are never used for party
activities. The civil service is completely distinct from party bureaucracy.

75:

50: The ruling party is, in principal, separate from the state, but exceptions to this standard sometimes occur. Examples may
be the use of civil servants to organize political rallies, use of government vehicles on campaign trips, or use of government
funds for party purposes.

25:

0: The government bureaucracy is an extension of the ruling party. There are few boundaries between government and party
activities. Government funds, equipment and personnel are regularly used to support party activities.

0

60

32. Can members of the legislature be held accountable for their actions?

32a. In law, the judiciary can review laws passed by the legislature.

III-2. Legislative Accountability

92
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YES NO

 

References:
Ley del Control Constitucional
Título I del Tribunal Constitucional
Capítulo III de la Inconstitucionalidad de Leyes, Decretos-Leyes, Decretos y Ordenanzas

YES: A YES score is earned if there is a formal process by which the judiciary or constitutional courts can pass judgments
on the legality or constitutionality of laws passed by the legislature.

NO: A NO score is earned if no such mechanism exists. A NO score is earned if judicial review is vaguely established in law
or regulation without formal procedures. A NO score is earned if general exceptions exist exempting certain legislative
actions from being reviewed (a national security exemption, for example).

32b. In practice, when necessary, the judiciary reviews laws passed by the legislature.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Denuncia casos de corrupción de diputados, 8 de julio de 2007, Diario CORREO
http://www.diariocorreo.com.ec/archivo/2007/07/08/correa-denuncia-caso-de-corrupcion-de-diputados

La corrupción en Ecuador, Dora de Ampuero, 13 de diciembre de 2007
http://www.ieep.org.ec/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=992&Itemid=53

100: When constitutional or legal questions or possible violations are raised, the judiciary is aggressive in reviewing laws
passed and can void illegal or unconstitutional actions. The judiciary is fair and nonpartisan in its application of this power.

75:

50: The judiciary will review laws passed, but is limited in its effectiveness. The judiciary may be slow to act, unwilling to take
on politically sensitive issues, or occasionally unable to enforce its judgments.

25:

0: The judiciary does not effectively review laws passed. The judiciary may make judgments but not enforce them, or may
fail to pass judgments on executive abuses. The judiciary may be partisan in its application of power.

32c. In law, are members of the national legislature subject to criminal proceedings?

YES NO

Comments:
A criminal proceeding against a member of the national legislature requires an approval by Congress, but the law states that
possibility.

 

References:
Constitución de la República del Ecuador, 
Título VI de la Función Legislativa
Capítulo 3 de los Diputados
Art. 137

YES: A YES score is earned if all members of the legislature can, in law, be investigated and prosecuted for criminal
allegations.

http://www.diariocorreo.com.ec/archivo/2007/07/08/correa-denuncia-caso-de-corrupcion-de-diputados
http://www.ieep.org.ec/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=992&Itemid=53


NO: A NO score is earned if any member of the legislature cannot, in law, be investigated and prosecuted for criminal
proceedings. A NO score is also earned if the legislative branch itself controls whether investigative or prosecutorial
immunity can be lifted on members of the legislature.

33. Are there regulations governing conflicts of interest by members of the national
legislature?

33a. In law, members of the national legislature are required to file an asset disclosure form.

YES NO

 

References:
Constitución de la República del Ecuador, 
Título V de las Instituciones del Estado y la Función Pública
Capítulo 2 de la Función Pública
Art. 122

Ley que Regula las Declaraciones Patrimoniales Juramentadas

Código de Ética de la Legislatura
Capítulo II de la Declaración Patrimonial del Diputado
Arts. 4, 5

YES: A YES score is earned if all members of the legislature are required by law to file an asset disclosure form while in
office, illustrating sources of income, stock holdings, and other assets. This form does not need to be publicly available to
score a YES.

NO: A NO score is earned if any member of the legislature is not required to disclose assets.

33b. In law, there are restrictions for national legislators entering the private sector after leaving the government.

YES NO

 

References:
N/A

YES: A YES score is earned if there are regulations restricting national legislators’ ability to take positions in the private
sector after leaving government that would present a conflict of interest, including positions that directly seek to influence
their former government colleagues.

NO: A NO score is earned if no such restrictions exist.

33c. In law, there are regulations governing gifts and hospitality offered to members of the national legislature.

YES NO

 

References:
N/A

32



YES: A YES score is earned if there are formal guidelines regulating gifts and hospitality for members of the legislature.

NO: A NO score is earned if there are no guidelines or regulations with respect to gifts or hospitality offered to members of
the legislature. A NO score is earned if the guidelines are general and do not specify what is and is not appropriate.

33d. In law, there are requirements for the independent auditing of the asset disclosure forms of members of the national
legislature.

YES NO

 

References:
Ley que Regula las Declaraciones Patrimoniales Juramentadas

YES: A YES score is earned if there is a legal or regulatory requirement for independent auditing of legislative branch asset
disclosures. The auditing is performed by an impartial third-party.

NO: A NO score is earned if there are no legal or regulatory requirements for the independent auditing of legislative branch
asset disclosures or if such requirements exist but allow for self-auditing.

33e. In practice, the regulations restricting post-government private sector employment for national legislators are effective.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Denuncia casos de corrupción de diputados, 8 de julio de 2007, Diario CORREO
http://www.diariocorreo.com.ec/archivo/2007/07/08/correa-denuncia-caso-de-corrupcion-de-diputados

La corrupción en Ecuador, Dora de Ampuero, 13 de diciembre de 2007
http://www.ieep.org.ec/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=992&Itemid=53

100: The regulations restricting post-government private sector employment for national legislators are uniformly enforced.
There are no cases or few cases of legislators taking jobs in the private sector after leaving government where they directly
lobby or seek to influence their former government colleagues without an adequate cooling off” period.

75:

50: The regulations are generally enforced though some exceptions exist. In certain sectors, legislators are known to
regularly take jobs in the private sector that entail directly lobbying or seeking to influence their former government
colleagues. Cooling off periods are short and sometimes ignored.

25:

0: The regulations are rarely or never enforced. Legislators routinely take jobs in the private sector following government
employment that involve direct lobbying or influencing of former government colleagues. Cooling off periods are non-existent
or never enforced.

33f. In practice, the regulations governing gifts and hospitality offered to national legislators are effective.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Denuncia casos de corrupción de diputados, 8 de julio de 2007, Diario CORREO

http://www.diariocorreo.com.ec/archivo/2007/07/08/correa-denuncia-caso-de-corrupcion-de-diputados
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La corrupción en Ecuador, Dora de Ampuero, 13 de diciembre de 2007
http://www.ieep.org.ec/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=992&Itemid=53

100: The regulations governing gifts and hospitality to national legislators are regularly enforced. Legislators never or rarely
accept gifts or hospitality above what is allowed.

75:

50: The regulations governing gifts and hospitality to national legislators are generally applied though exceptions exist.
Some legislators in certain sectors are known to accept greater amounts of gifts and hospitality from outside interest groups
or private sector actors than is allowed.

25:

0: The regulations governing gifts and hospitality to national legislators are routinely ignored and unenforced. Legislators
routinely accept significant amounts of gifts and hospitality from outside interest groups and actors seeking to influence their
decisions.

33g. In practice, national legislative branch asset disclosures are audited.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Denuncia casos de corrupción de diputados, 8 de julio de 2007, Diario CORREO
http://www.diariocorreo.com.ec/archivo/2007/07/08/correa-denuncia-caso-de-corrupcion-de-diputados

La corrupción en Ecuador, Dora de Ampuero, 13 de diciembre de 2007
http://www.ieep.org.ec/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=992&Itemid=53

100: Legislative branch asset disclosures are regularly audited using generally accepted auditing practices.

75:

50: Legislative branch asset disclosures are audited, but audits are limited in some way, such as using inadequate auditing
standards, or the presence of exceptions to disclosed assets.

25:

0: Legislative branch asset disclosures are not audited, or the audits performed have no value. Audits may be performed by
entities known to be partisan or biased in their practices.

34. Can citizens access the asset disclosure records of members of the national legislature?

34a. In law, citizens can access the asset disclosure records of members of the national legislature.

YES NO

 

References:
Ley de Transparencia y Acceso a la Información Pública

YES: A YES score is earned if members of the national legislature file an asset disclosure form that is, in law, accessible to
the public (individuals, civil society groups or journalists).
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NO: A NO score is earned if there is no asset disclosure for members of the national legislature. A NO score is earned if the
form is filed, but not available to the public.

34b. In practice, citizens can access legislative asset disclosure records within a reasonable time period.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Denuncia casos de corrupción de diputados, 8 de julio de 2007, Diario CORREO
http://www.diariocorreo.com.ec/archivo/2007/07/08/correa-denuncia-caso-de-corrupcion-de-diputados

La corrupción en Ecuador, Dora de Ampuero, 13 de diciembre de 2007
http://www.ieep.org.ec/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=992&Itemid=53

100: Records are available on-line, or records can be obtained within two days. Records are uniformly available; there are
no delays for politically sensitive information.

75:

50: Records take around two weeks to obtain. Some delays may be experienced.

25:

0: Records take more than a month to acquire. In some cases, most records may be available sooner, but there may be
persistent delays in obtaining politically sensitive records.

34c. In practice, citizens can access legislative asset disclosure records at a reasonable cost.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Denuncia casos de corrupción de diputados, 8 de julio de 2007, Diario CORREO
http://www.diariocorreo.com.ec/archivo/2007/07/08/correa-denuncia-caso-de-corrupcion-de-diputados

La corrupción en Ecuador, Dora de Ampuero, 13 de diciembre de 2007
http://www.ieep.org.ec/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=992&Itemid=53

100: Records are free to all citizens, or available for the cost of photocopying. Records can be obtained at little cost, such as
by mail, or on-line.

75:

50: Records impose a financial burden on citizens, journalists or CSOs. Retrieving records may require a visit to a specific
office, such as a regional or national capital.

25:

0: Retrieving records imposes a major financial burden on citizens. Records costs are prohibitive to most citizens,
journalists, or CSOs trying to access this information.

35. Can citizens access legislative processes and documents?

35a. In law, citizens can access records of legislative processes and documents.
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YES NO

 

References:
Ley de Transparencia y Acceso a la Información Pública

YES: A YES score is earned if there is a general legal right to access records of legislative proceedings including voting
records. A YES score can still be given if there are formal rules for specific exemptions to the right to disclosure (special
secret sessions related to national security).

NO: A NO score is earned if there is no general right to access documents recording legislative proceedings. A NO score is
earned if there exemptions to the general right that are not clearly defined by formal rules.

35b. In practice, citizens can access records of legislative processes and documents within a reasonable time period.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Denuncia casos de corrupción de diputados, 8 de julio de 2007, Diario CORREO
http://www.diariocorreo.com.ec/archivo/2007/07/08/correa-denuncia-caso-de-corrupcion-de-diputados

La corrupción en Ecuador, Dora de Ampuero, 13 de diciembre de 2007
http://www.ieep.org.ec/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=992&Itemid=53

100: Records are available on-line, or records can be obtained within two days. Records are uniformly available; there are
no delays for politically sensitive information.

75:

50: Records take around two weeks to obtain. Some delays may be experienced.

25:

0: Records take more than a month to acquire. In some cases, most records may be available sooner, but there may be
persistent delays in obtaining politically sensitive records.

35c. In practice, citizens can access records of legislative processes and documents at a reasonable cost.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Denuncia casos de corrupción de diputados, 8 de julio de 2007, Diario CORREO
http://www.diariocorreo.com.ec/archivo/2007/07/08/correa-denuncia-caso-de-corrupcion-de-diputados

La corrupción en Ecuador, Dora de Ampuero, 13 de diciembre de 2007
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100: Records are free to all citizens, or available for the cost of photocopying. Records can be obtained at little cost, such as
by mail, or on-line.

75:

50: Records impose a financial burden on citizens, journalists or CSOs. Retrieving records may require a visit to a specific
office, such as a regional or national capital.
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25:

0: Retrieving records imposes a major financial burden on citizens. Records costs are prohibitive to most citizens,
journalists, or CSOs trying to access this information.

62

36. Are judges appointed fairly?

36a. In law, there is a transparent procedure for selecting national-level judges.

YES NO

 

References:
Constitución de la República del Ecuador, 
Título VIII de la Función Judicial
Capítulo 2 de la Organización y Funcionamiento
Arts. 201, 202

Ley Orgánica de la Función Judicial
Título I de los Jueces
Sección II de la Corte Suprema y Disposiciones Generales (Agregadas por la Ley 2005-001, R.O. 26, 26-V-2005)

YES: A YES score is earned if there is a formal process for selecting national level justices. This process should be public in
the debating and confirmation stages. National-level judges are defined as judges who have powers that derive from a
national law or constitution; are nominated/appointed by a national governmental body (head of state/government or national
legislature); and/or are elected nationally.

NO: A NO score is given if there is no formal process of selection or the process is conducted without public oversight.
National-level judges are defined as judges who have powers that derive from a national law or constitution; are
nominated/appointed by a national governmental body (head of state/government or national legislature); and/or are elected
nationally.

36b. In practice, professional criteria are followed in selecting national-level judges.

100 75 50 25 0

Comments:
The selection of national level judges has always been endangered by external manipulation and political pressure. In fact, there
is no governmental period where the independence of judges, and the transparency and integrity of the selection process have
not been generally questioned. Even though the constitution establishes the procedure for the selection, the political power has
been predominant on defining the sustainability of the Supreme Court. The most pathetic example was the destitution of the
Supreme Court in 2004. On that occasion the Executive, through a negotiated majority in Congress, was able to gather sufficient
votes to issue a legislative resolution to force out the members of the Supreme Court, and immediately afterwards designate an
ad hoc Supreme Court. This action violated all effective laws, including the constitution, and was unashamedly contrary to all
legal principles regarding the independence of the Judiciary.

It has been a common practice that Congress or the two last Constitutional Assemblies (1997 and 2008) forced out the
constituted Supreme Court, always under the justification that the Court lacked  political independence�. This has been the case in
1985, 1995, 1997, 2004 and 2008. On every single occasion, a new selection procedure was imposed, which allegedly secured
an independent new Court, which has always been forced out of office at the end.

 

References:
TRANSPARENCIA EN EL PODER JUDICIAL, La selección de autoridades judiciales, Dr Esteban Ortiz MENA, Revista Judicial
DLH, http://www.dlh.lahora.com.ec/paginas/judicial/PAGINAS/D.F.Judicial.124.htm

III-3. Judicial Accountability
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Transparencia y control, Claudio Mena Villamar, Diario Hoy
http://www.hoy.com.ec/noticias-ecuador/transparencia-y-control-303580.html

Entrevista a Ministro de Justicia, Ecuador Inmediato, 
http://www.ecuadorinmediato.com/noticias/69493

100: National-level judges selected have relevant professional qualifications such as formal legal training, experience as a
lower court judge or a career as a litigator.

75:

50: Most national-level judges selected meet these qualifications, with some exceptions.

25:

0: National-level judges are often unqualified due to lack of training or experience.

36c. In law, there is a confirmation process for national-level judges (i.e. conducted by the legislature or an independent
body).

YES NO

 

References:
Ley Orgánica de la Función Judicial
Título I de los Jueces
Sección II de la Corte Suprema y Disposiciones Generales (Agregadas por la Ley 2005-001, R.O. 26, 26-V-2005)

YES: A YES score is earned if there is a formal process establishing a review of national-level judicial nominees by an
agency independent from the body appointing the judges.

NO: A NO score is earned if there is no formal review. A NO score is earned if the review is conducted by a body directed by
the body appointing the judges (such as review by the head of police if judges are appointed by the executive).

37. Can members of the judiciary be held accountable for their actions?

37a. In law, members of the national-level judiciary are obliged to give reasons for their decisions.

YES NO

 

References:
Ley Orgánica de la Función Judicial
Título I de los Jueces
Sección I Reglas Generales
Art. 7, numeral 5

YES: A YES score is earned if there is a formal and mandatory process for judges to explain their decisions.

NO: A NO score is earned if justices are not required to explain decisions. A NO score is earned if there is a general
exemption from explaining some decisions (such as national security).

37b. In practice, members of the national-level judiciary give reasons for their decisions.

75

http://www.hoy.com.ec/noticias-ecuador/transparencia-y-control-303580.html
http://www.ecuadorinmediato.com/noticias/69493


100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
¿Quién juzga a los jueces?, Diario Hoy, Blanco y Negro
http://www.hoy.com.ec/suplemen/blan117/byn.htm

Justicia descuartizada, Dr. Bernardo Jaramillo Sáenz, Revista Judicial DLH, http://www.derechoecuador.com/index.php?
option=com_content&task=view&id=3278&Itemid=426

100: Judges are formally required to explain their judgments in detail, establishing a body of precedent. All judges comply
with these requirements.

75:

50: Judges are compelled to give substantial reasons for their decisions, but some exceptions exist. These may include
special courts, such as military courts or tribunals.

25:

0: Judges commonly issue decisions without formal explanations.

37c. In law, there is a disciplinary agency (or equivalent mechanism) for the national-level judicial system.

YES NO

 

References:
Constitución de la República del Ecuador, 
Título VIII de la Función Judicial
Capítulo 3 del Consejo Nacional de la Judicatura
Art. 206

Ley Orgánica de la Función Judicial
Título I de los Jueces
Sección I Reglas Generales
Art.6

Ley Orgánica del Consejo Nacional de la Judicatura

YES: A YES score is earned if there is a disciplinary agency (or equivalent mechanism) for the judicial system. A disciplinary
agency is defined here as an agency or mechanism specifically mandated to investigate breaches of procedure, abuses of
power or other failures of the judiciary.

NO: A NO score is earned if no agency or mechanism is specifically mandated to act as a disciplinary mechanism for the
national-level judiciary.

37d. In law, the judicial disciplinary agency (or equivalent mechanism) is protected from political interference.

YES NO

 

References:
Ley Orgánica del Consejo Nacional de la Judicatura
Art.2

YES: A YES score is earned if there are formal rules establishing that the judicial disciplinary agency (or equivalent
mechanism) is protected from political interference by the executive and legislative branches.

http://www.hoy.com.ec/suplemen/blan117/byn.htm
http://www.derechoecuador.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=3278&Itemid=426


NO: A NO score is earned if there are no formal rules establishing the independence of the judicial disciplinary agency (or
equivalent mechanism). A NO score is given if the judicial disciplinary agency or equivalent mechanism function is carried
out by an inherently subordinate organization, such as an executive ministry or legislative committee.

37e. In practice, when necessary, the judicial disciplinary agency (or equivalent mechanism) initiates investigations.

100 75 50 25 0

Comments:
The National Judiciary Council is the organ responsible for all administrative and disciplinary actions within the Judicial Branch.
As in most of the Judiciary, the independence of the Council has always been disputed, due to the mechanism of selection of its
members. The selection is done through a nomination process of candidates submitted by the Supreme Court, the Superior
Courts, the judicial employees, the Deans of the Law schools in the country, and the Bar Association. The Council is chaired by
the president of the Supreme Court.

Since the Council is mostly composed of active members of the Judicial Branch, or lawyers with interests in the system, there are
negative incentives not to perform in-depth investigations regarding alleged violations in the Judiciary. In fact, most complaints
are never prosecuted, and the applicable sanctions are ineffective. A common practice when a violation is sanctioned is that the
person is separated from the particular position, and usually repositioned somewhere else in the Judiciary.

 

References:
Jueces con limitada información, Diario Hoy, Blanco y Negro
http://www.hoy.com.ec/suplemen/blan117/negro2.htm

¿Quién juzga a los jueces?, Diario Hoy, Blanco y Negro
http://www.hoy.com.ec/suplemen/blan117/byn.htm

JUECES SANCIONADOS POR INVESTIGACIONES DE LA C.C.C.C. , Boletín de Prensa, 
http://www.comisionanticorrupcion.gov.ec/documentos/boletines/3er_periodo/Boletin_No_126.pdf

100: The judicial disciplinary agency (or equivalent mechanism) aggressively starts investigations — or participates fully with
cooperating agencies’ investigations — into judicial misconduct. The judicial disciplinary agency (or equivalent mechanism)
is fair in its application of this power.

75:

50: The judicial disciplinary agency (or equivalent mechanism) will start or cooperate in investigations, but often relies on
external pressure to set priorities, or has limited effectiveness when investigating. The judicial disciplinary agency (or
equivalent mechanism), though limited in effectiveness, is still fair in its application of power.

25:

0: The judicial disciplinary agency (or equivalent mechanism) rarely investigates on its own or cooperates in other agencies’
investigations, or the judicial disciplinary agency (or equivalent mechanism) is partisan in its application of this power.

37f. In practice, when necessary, the judicial disciplinary agency (or equivalent mechanism) imposes penalties on offenders.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Jueces con limitada información, Diario Hoy, Blanco y Negro
http://www.hoy.com.ec/suplemen/blan117/negro2.htm

¿Quién juzga a los jueces?, Diario Hoy, Blanco y Negro
http://www.hoy.com.ec/suplemen/blan117/byn.htm

JUECES SANCIONADOS POR INVESTIGACIONES DE LA C.C.C.C. , Boletín de Prensa, 
http://www.comisionanticorrupcion.gov.ec/documentos/boletines/3er_periodo/Boletin_No_126.pdf

100: When rules violations are discovered, the judicial disciplinary agency (or equivalent mechanism) is aggressive in
penalizing offenders or in cooperating with other agencies who penalize offenders.

75:

http://www.hoy.com.ec/suplemen/blan117/negro2.htm
http://www.hoy.com.ec/suplemen/blan117/byn.htm
http://www.comisionanticorrupcion.gov.ec/documentos/boletines/3er_periodo/Boletin_No_126.pdf
http://www.hoy.com.ec/suplemen/blan117/negro2.htm
http://www.hoy.com.ec/suplemen/blan117/byn.htm
http://www.comisionanticorrupcion.gov.ec/documentos/boletines/3er_periodo/Boletin_No_126.pdf


50: The judicial disciplinary agency (or equivalent mechanism) enforces rules, but is limited in its effectiveness. The judicial
disciplinary agency (or equivalent mechanism) may be slow to act, unwilling to take on politically powerful offenders,
resistant to cooperating with other agencies, or occasionally unable to enforce its judgments.

25:

0: The judicial disciplinary agency (or equivalent mechanism) does not effectively penalize offenders. The judicial disciplinary
agency (or equivalent mechanism) may make judgments but not enforce them, does not cooperate with other agencies in
enforcing penalties, or may fail to make reasonable judgments against offenders. The judicial disciplinary agency (or
equivalent mechanism) may be partisan in its application of power.

38. Are there regulations governing conflicts of interest for the national-level judiciary?

38a. In law, members of the national-level judiciary are required to file an asset disclosure form.

YES NO

 

References:
Constitución de la República del Ecuador, 
Título V de las Instituciones del Estado y la Función Pública
Capítulo 2 de la Función Pública
Art. 122

Ley que Regula las Declaraciones Patrimoniales Juramentadas

YES: A YES score is earned if all members of the national-level judiciary are required by law to file an asset disclosure form
while in office, illustrating sources of income, stock holdings, and other assets. This form does not need to be publicly
available to score a YES.

NO: A NO score is earned if any member of the national-level judiciary is not required to publicly disclose assets.

38b. In law, there are regulations governing gifts and hospitality offered to members of the national-level judiciary.

YES NO

 

References:
N/A

YES: A YES score is earned if there are formal guidelines regulating gifts and hospitality for members of the national-level
judiciary.

NO: A NO score is earned if there are no guidelines or regulations with respect to gifts or hospitality offered to members of
the national-level judiciary. A NO score is earned if the guidelines are general and do not specify what is and is not
appropriate.

38c. In law, there are requirements for the independent auditing of the asset disclosure forms of members of the national-
level judiciary.

YES NO
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References:
Ley que Regula las Declaraciones Patrimoniales Juramentadas

YES: A YES score is earned if there is a legal or regulatory requirement for independent auditing of national-level judiciary
asset disclosures. The auditing is performed by an impartial third-party.

NO: A NO score is earned if there are no legal or regulatory requirements for the independent auditing of national-level
judiciary asset disclosures or if such requirements exist but allow for self-auditing.

38d. In law, there are restrictions for national-level judges entering the private sector after leaving the government.

YES NO

 

References:
N/A

YES: A YES score is earned if there are regulations restricting national-level judges’ ability to take positions in the private
sector after leaving government that would present a conflict of interest, including positions that directly seek to influence
their former government colleagues.

NO: A NO score is earned if no such restrictions exist.

38e. In practice, the regulations restricting post-government private sector employment for national-level judges are effective.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
¿Quién juzga a los jueces?, Diario Hoy, Blanco y Negro
http://www.hoy.com.ec/suplemen/blan117/byn.htm

Justicia descuartizada, Dr. Bernardo Jaramillo Sáenz, Revista Judicial DLH, http://www.derechoecuador.com/index.php?
option=com_content&task=view&id=3278&Itemid=426

100: The regulations restricting post-government private sector employment for national-level judges are uniformly enforced.
There are no cases or few cases of judges taking jobs in the private sector after leaving government where they directly
lobby or seek to influence their former government colleagues without an adequate cooling off” period.

75:

50: The regulations are generally enforced though some exceptions exist. In certain cases, judges are known to regularly
take jobs in the private sector that entail directly lobbying or seeking to influence their former government colleagues.
Cooling off periods are short and sometimes ignored.

25:

0: The regulations are rarely or never enforced. Judges routinely take jobs in the private sector following government
employment that involve direct lobbying or influencing of former government colleagues. Cooling off periods are non-existent
or never enforced.

38f. In practice, the regulations governing gifts and hospitality offered to members of the national-level judiciary are effective.

100 75 50 25 0

 

http://www.hoy.com.ec/suplemen/blan117/byn.htm
http://www.derechoecuador.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=3278&Itemid=426


References:
¿Quién juzga a los jueces?, Diario Hoy, Blanco y Negro
http://www.hoy.com.ec/suplemen/blan117/byn.htm

Justicia descuartizada, Dr. Bernardo Jaramillo Sáenz, Revista Judicial DLH, http://www.derechoecuador.com/index.php?
option=com_content&task=view&id=3278&Itemid=426

100: The regulations governing gifts and hospitality to members of the national-level judiciary are regularly enforced. Judges
never or rarely accept gifts or hospitality above what is allowed.

75:

50: The regulations governing gifts and hospitality to members of the national-level judiciary are generally applied though
exceptions exist. Some judges are known to accept greater amounts of gifts and hospitality from outside interest groups or
private sector actors than is allowed.

25:

0: The regulations governing gifts and hospitality to members of the national-level judiciary are routinely ignored and
unenforced. Judges routinely accept significant amounts of gifts and hospitality from outside interest groups and actors
seeking to influence their decisions.

38g. In practice, national-level judiciary asset disclosures are audited.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
CONTROL Y EXAMEN DE LAS DECLARACIONES
PATROMONICALES JURAMENTADAS�, ENCUENTRO DE CONTRALORIAS DE LA REGION ANDINA
http://www.contraloria.gov.ec/CEPAT/doc/PONENCIAS/Taller_Control_Declaraciones_Patrimoniales_2008.pdf

Contralor deberá auditar declaraciones de bienes de la Suprema, Ecuador Inmediato, 
http://www.ecuadorinmediato.com/noticias/54884

100: National-level judiciary asset disclosures are regularly audited using generally accepted auditing practices.

75:

50: National-level judiciary asset disclosures are audited, but audits are limited in some way, such as using inadequate
auditing standards, or the presence of exceptions to disclosed assets.

25:

0: National-level judiciary asset disclosures are not audited, or the audits performed have no value. Audits may be
performed by entities known to be partisan or biased in their practices.

39. Can citizens access the asset disclosure records of members of the national-level
judiciary?

39a. In law, citizens can access the asset disclosure records of members of the national-level judiciary.

YES NO

 

References:
Ley de Transparencia y Acceso a la Información Pública

67

http://www.hoy.com.ec/suplemen/blan117/byn.htm
http://www.derechoecuador.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=3278&Itemid=426
http://www.contraloria.gov.ec/CEPAT/doc/PONENCIAS/Taller_Control_Declaraciones_Patrimoniales_2008.pdf
http://www.ecuadorinmediato.com/noticias/54884


YES: A YES score is earned if members of the national-level judiciary file an asset disclosure form that is, in law, accessible
to the public (individuals, civil society groups or journalists).

NO: A NO score is earned if there is no asset disclosure for members of the national-level judiciary. A NO score is earned if
the form is filed, but not available to the public.

39b. In practice, citizens can access judicial asset disclosure records within a reasonable time period.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Abrir las cuentas de jueces de la CSJ quedó en anuncio, Diario El
Universo, http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2006/09/25/0001/8/B533991371634801B5EF6F9203C39BD4.aspx
 

CONTROL Y EXAMEN DE LAS DECLARACIONES PATROMONICALES JURAMENTADAS�, ENCUENTRO DE
CONTRALORIAS DE LA REGION ANDINA
http://www.contraloria.gov.ec/CEPAT/doc/PONENCIAS/Taller_Control_Declaraciones_Patrimoniales_2008.pdf

Contralor deberá auditar declaraciones de bienes de la Suprema, Ecuador Inmediato, 
http://www.ecuadorinmediato.com/noticias/54884

100: Records are available on-line, or records can be obtained within two days. Records are uniformly available; there are
no delays for politically sensitive information.

75:

50: Records take around two weeks to obtain. Some delays may be experienced.

25:

0: Records take more than a month to acquire. In some cases, most records may be available sooner, but there may be
persistent delays in obtaining politically sensitive records.

39c. In practice, citizens can access judicial asset disclosure records at a reasonable cost.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Abrir las cuentas de jueces de la CSJ quedó en anuncio, Diario El
Universo, http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2006/09/25/0001/8/B533991371634801B5EF6F9203C39BD4.aspx

 CONTROL Y EXAMEN DE LAS DECLARACIONES PATROMONICALES JURAMENTADAS�, ENCUENTRO DE
CONTRALORIAS DE LA REGION ANDINA
http://www.contraloria.gov.ec/CEPAT/doc/PONENCIAS/Taller_Control_Declaraciones_Patrimoniales_2008.pdf

Contralor deberá auditar declaraciones de bienes de la Suprema, Ecuador Inmediato, 
http://www.ecuadorinmediato.com/noticias/54884

100: Records are free to all citizens, or available for the cost of photocopying. Records can be obtained at little cost, such as
by mail, or on-line.

75:

50: Records impose a financial burden on citizens, journalists or CSOs. Retrieving records may require a visit to a specific
office, such as a regional or national capital.

25:

0: Retrieving records imposes a major financial burden on citizens. Records costs are prohibitive to most citizens,
journalists, or CSOs trying to access this information.

http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2006/09/25/0001/8/B533991371634801B5EF6F9203C39BD4.aspx
http://www.contraloria.gov.ec/CEPAT/doc/PONENCIAS/Taller_Control_Declaraciones_Patrimoniales_2008.pdf
http://www.ecuadorinmediato.com/noticias/54884
http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2006/09/25/0001/8/B533991371634801B5EF6F9203C39BD4.aspx
http://www.contraloria.gov.ec/CEPAT/doc/PONENCIAS/Taller_Control_Declaraciones_Patrimoniales_2008.pdf
http://www.ecuadorinmediato.com/noticias/54884
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40. Can the legislature provide input to the national budget?

40a. In law, the legislature can amend the budget.

YES NO

Comments:
The amendment capacity is limited, since the legislature can not modify the expected incomes and expenses for each item in the
budget.

 

References:
Constitución de la República del Ecuador, 
Título VI de la Función Legislativa
Capítulo 1 del Congreso Nacional
Art. 130, numeral 13
Título XII del Sistema Económico
Capítulo 4 del Presupuesto
Art. 258

Ley Orgánica de la Función Legislativa
Título VI del Presupuesto General del Estado
Art. 111

Ley Orgánica de Administración Financiera y Control
Título III Sistema de Presupuesto
Capítulo 3 Órganos Responsables del Sistema
Art. 46

Ley de Presupuestos del Sector Público
Título I Generalidades
Art. 4-A

YES: A YES score is earned if the legislature has the power to add or remove items to the national government budget.

NO: A NO score is earned if the legislature can only approve but not change details of the budget. A NO score is earned if
the legislature has no input into the budget process.

40b. In practice, significant public expenditures require legislative approval.

100 75 50 25 0

Comments:
The national budget is reviewed yearly in Congress. In practice, throughout the review, the legislators can make comments on the
different budgetary items, but can not modify any of them. Congress has the right to audit the execution of any public expenditure,
but as an ex-post procedure.

 

References:
International Budget Project, Open Budget Questionnaire, Ecuador
http://www.openbudgetindex.org/Questionnaire05EcuadorFinal.pdf

Índice Latinoamericano de Transparencia Presupuestaria, Centro de Análisis e Investigación – México, Varios autores, 2007

III-4. Budget Processes

50

http://www.openbudgetindex.org/Questionnaire05EcuadorFinal.pdf


100: All significant government expenditures (defined as any project costing more than 1% of the total national budget), must
be approved by the legislature. This includes defense and secret programs, which may be debated in closed hearings.

75:

50: Most significant government expenditures (as defined) are approved by the legislature, but some exceptions to this rule
exist. This may include defense programs, an executive’s personal budget, or other expenses.

25:

0: The legislature does not have the power to approve or disapprove large portions of the government budget, or the
legislature does not exercise this power in a meaningful way.

40c. In practice, the legislature has sufficient capacity to monitor the budget process and provide input or changes.

100 75 50 25 0

Comments:
The legislature has a rather limited capacity to modify the draft budget, which is submitted by the Executive. In the approval
process they can observe and request modifications on any inconsistency they might note, but their recommendations are not
legally binding. During the execution, Congress can issue recommendations as well, but usually the legislators review any
expenditure when there are suspicions of wrongdoing or a political interest in the matter. Congress does not have the capacity to
perform permanent oversights on relevant expenditures, and usually waits until the process is concluded to perform an audit.

 

References:
International Budget Project, Open Budget Questionnaire, Ecuador
http://www.openbudgetindex.org/Questionnaire05EcuadorFinal.pdf

Índice Latinoamericano de Transparencia Presupuestaria, Centro de Análisis e Investigación – México, Varios autores, 2007

100: Legislators benefit from a sufficient and qualified staff as well as adequate financial and physical resources. Lack of
capacity is never a reason why legislators cannot carry out their duties effectively.

75:

50: Legislators have some staff and financial resources but are limited by a shortfall of resources to adequately perform all of
their budgetary oversight functions. Legislators are occasionally overwhelmed by the volume of work to be performed.

25:

0: Legislators have little to no staff and virtually no financial resources with which to perform their budgetary oversight role.
Lack of resources is a regular and systemic problem that cripples the performance of the legislature.

41. Can citizens access the national budgetary process?

41a. In practice, the national budgetary process is conducted in a transparent manner in the debating stage (i.e. before final
approval).

100 75 50 25 0

Comments:
The budgetary debate held in Congress is usually conducted during a three-month period. The budget proposal submitted by the
executive is public, and could easily be accessed by any interested citizen. The debate process itself is conducted in a reserved
fashion, as most of the legislative processes.

 

References:
International Budget Project, Open Budget Questionnaire, Ecuador
http://www.openbudgetindex.org/Questionnaire05EcuadorFinal.pdf

42
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Índice Latinoamericano de Transparencia Presupuestaria, Centro de Análisis e Investigación – México, Varios autores, 2007

100: Budget debates are public and records of these proceedings are easily accessible. Authors of individual budget items
can easily be identified. Nearly all budget negotiations are conducted in these official proceedings.

75:

50: There is a formal, transparent process for budget debate, but major budget modifications may be negotiated in separate,
closed sessions. Some items, such as non-secret defense projects, may be negotiated in closed sessions. Authors of
individual line items may be difficult to identify.

25:

0: Budget negotiations are effectively closed to the public. There may be a formal, transparent process, but most real
discussion and debate happens in other, closed settings.

41b. In practice, citizens provide input at budget hearings.

100 75 50 25 0

Comments:
Even though Article 15 of the Constitution establishes that any organization or citizen who has any interest in the budget
contents, or any fear that their rights might be jeopardized by its approval, are entitled to be received in a hearing by Congress,
this happens rarely. There are no formal mechanisms to articulate this legal principle, and only few organizations pursue the
opportunity (mostly grass root organizations interested in budgetary issues in the area of education or health care.) The level of
participation can hardly be considered representative. Additionally, the common citizen can hardly understand the complexity of
the budget, and there are no efforts to prepare a non-technical version that can be widely disseminated.

 

References:
International Budget Project, Open Budget Questionnaire, Ecuador
http://www.openbudgetindex.org/Questionnaire05EcuadorFinal.pdf

Índice Latinoamericano de Transparencia Presupuestaria, Centro de Análisis e Investigación – México, Varios autores, 2007

100: Citizens, usually acting through CSOs, can provide information or commentary to the budget debate through a formal
process. This information is essential to the process of evaluating budget priorities.

75:

50: Citizens or CSOs can provide input, but this information is often not relevant to budget decisions.

25:

0: Citizens or CSOs have no formal access to provide input to the budget debate.

41c. In practice, citizens can access itemized budget allocations.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
International Budget Project, Open Budget Questionnaire, Ecuador
http://www.openbudgetindex.org/Questionnaire05EcuadorFinal.pdf

Índice Latinoamericano de Transparencia Presupuestaria, Centro de Análisis e Investigación – México, Varios autores, 2007

100: Citizens, journalists and CSOs can access itemized lists of budget allocations. This information is easily available and
up to date.

75:

http://www.openbudgetindex.org/Questionnaire05EcuadorFinal.pdf
http://www.openbudgetindex.org/Questionnaire05EcuadorFinal.pdf


50: Citizens, journalists and CSOs can access itemized lists of budget allocations but this information may be difficult to
access, incomplete or out of date.

25:

0: Citizens cannot access an itemized list of budget allocations, due to secrecy, prohibitive barriers or government
inefficiency.

43. Is the legislative committee overseeing the expenditure of public funds effective?

43a. In practice, department heads regularly submit reports to this committee.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
International Budget Project, Open Budget Questionnaire, Ecuador
http://www.openbudgetindex.org/Questionnaire05EcuadorFinal.pdf

Índice Latinoamericano de Transparencia Presupuestaria, Centro de Análisis e Investigación – México, Varios autores, 2007

100: Heads of ministry- or cabinet-level agencies submit regular, formal reports of expenses to a budget oversight
committee.

75:

50: Agency heads submit reports to a budget oversight committee, but these reports are flawed in some way. The reports
may be inconsistently delivered, or lacking important details.

25:

0: There is no budget oversight committee or equivalent, or heads of agencies do not submit meaningful reports to the
agency.

43b. In practice, the committee acts in a non-partisan manner with members of opposition parties serving on the committee
in an equitable fashion.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
International Budget Project, Open Budget Questionnaire, Ecuador
http://www.openbudgetindex.org/Questionnaire05EcuadorFinal.pdf

Índice Latinoamericano de Transparencia Presupuestaria, Centro de Análisis e Investigación – México, Varios autores, 2007

100: The committee is comprised of legislators from both the ruling party (or parties) and opposition parties in a roughly
equitable distribution. All members of the committee — including opposition party members — are able to fully participate in
the activities of the committee and influence the committee’s work to roughly the same extent as any other member of the
committee.

75:

50: The committee is comprised of legislators from both the ruling party (or parties) and opposition parties although the
ruling party has a disproportionate share of committee seats. The chairperson of the committee may be overly influential and
curb other members’ ability to shape the committee’s activities.

25:

25
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0: The committee is dominated by legislators of the ruling party and/or the committee chairperson. Opposition legislators
serving on the committee have in practice no way to influence the work of the committee.

43c. In practice, when necessary, this committee initiates independent investigations into financial irregularities.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
International Budget Project, Open Budget Questionnaire, Ecuador
http://www.openbudgetindex.org/Questionnaire05EcuadorFinal.pdf

Índice Latinoamericano de Transparencia Presupuestaria, Centro de Análisis e Investigación – México, Varios autores, 2007

100: When irregularities are discovered, the committee is aggressive in investigating the government.

75:

50: The committee starts investigations, but is limited in its effectiveness. The committee may be slow to act, unwilling to
take on politically powerful offenders, or occasionally unable to enforce its judgments.

25:

0: The committee does not effectively investigate financial irregularities. The committee may start investigations but not
complete them, or may fail to detect offenders. The committee may be partisan in its application of power.

42. Is there a separate legislative committee which provides oversight of public funds?

42. In law, is there a separate legislative committee which provides oversight of public funds?

YES NO

 

References:
Constitución de la República del Ecuador, 
Título VI de la Función Legislativa
Capítulo 2 de la Organización y Funcionamiento
Art. 134

Ley Reformatoria de la Ley Orgánica de la Función Legislativa (Ley 114)
Art. 6

YES: A YES score is earned if there is a dedicated legislative committee (or equivalent group located in the legislature) that
oversees the expenditure of public funds.

NO: A NO score is earned if no such body exists within the legislature. A NO score is earned if there is a body executing this
function but it is not part of the legislature (such as a separate supreme audit institution).

100

54
Category IV. Administration and Civil Service

44IV-1. Civil Service Regulations

http://www.openbudgetindex.org/Questionnaire05EcuadorFinal.pdf


44. Are there national regulations for the civil service encompassing, at least, the managerial
and professional staff?

44a. In law, there are regulations requiring an impartial, independent and fairly managed civil service.

YES NO

 

References:
Ley Orgánica de Servicio Civil y Carrera Administrativa y de Unificación y Homologación de las Remuneraciones del Sector
Público

YES: A YES score is earned if there are specific formal rules establishing that the civil service carry out its duties
independent of political interference.

NO: A NO score is earned if there are no formal rules establishing an independent civil service.

44b. In law, there are regulations to prevent nepotism, cronyism, and patronage within the civil service.

YES NO

 

References:
Ley Orgánica de Servicio Civil y Carrera Administrativa y de Unificación y Homologación de las Remuneraciones del Sector
Público
Libro I del Servicio Civil y Carrera Administrativa
Título II de los Servidores Públicos
Capítulo II del Nepotismo, Inhabilidades y Prohibiciones
Art. 7

YES: A YES score is earned if there are specific formal rules prohibiting nepotism, cronyism, and patronage in the civil
service. These should include competitive recruitment and promotion procedures as well as safeguards against arbitrary
disciplinary actions and dismissal.

NO: A NO score is earned if no such regulations exist.

44c. In law, there is an independent redress mechanism for the civil service.

YES NO

 

References:
Ley Orgánica de Servicio Civil y Carrera Administrativa y de Unificación y Homologación de las Remuneraciones del Sector
Público
Libro I del Servicio Civil y Carrera Administrativa
Título III del Régimen Interno de Administración de Recursos Humanos 
Capítulo I de los Deberes, Derechos y Prohibiciones
Art. 25;
Título VII del Ejercicio de las Acciones y Prescripciones
Capítulo I del Ejercicio de las Acciones
Art. 97

100



YES: A YES score is earned if there is a mechanism to which civil servants and applicants for the civil service can take
grievances regarding civil service management actions. The mechanism should be independent of their supervisors but can
still be located within the government agency or entity (such as a special commission or board). Civil servants are able to
appeal the mechanism’s decisions to the judiciary.

NO: A NO score is earned if no such mechanism exists.

44d. In law, civil servants convicted of corruption are prohibited from future government employment.

YES NO

 

References:
Ley Orgánica de Servicio Civil y Carrera Administrativa y de Unificación y Homologación de las Remuneraciones del Sector
Público
Libro I del Servicio Civil y Carrera Administrativa
Título II de los Servidores Públicos
Capítulo II del Nepotismo, Inhabilidades y Prohibiciones
Art. 10

YES: A YES score is earned if there are specific rules prohibiting continued government employment following a corruption
conviction.

NO: A NO score is earned if no such rules exist or if the ban is not a lifetime ban.

45. Is the law governing the administration and civil service effective?

45a. In practice, civil servants are protected from political interference.

100 75 50 25 0

Comments:
An important portion of the civil service in Ecuador is dependent on the ruling party. In this scenario, there is no protection against
political interference, because the political party commands those civil servants.

 

References:
Transparencia y Control Social de la Función Pública�, Comisión de Control de la
Corrupción, http://www.comisionanticorrupcion.gov.ec/documentos/revistas/rescate28.pdf

Diario El Correo, Entrevista a Julio Vanegas, presidente de CONASEP, Abril de
2008, http://www.diariocorreo.com.ec/archivo/2008/04/01/servidores-publicos-apuestan-a-la-estabilidad

100: Civil servants operate independently of the political process, without incentive or pressure to render favorable treatment
or policy decisions on politically sensitive issues. Civil servants rarely comment on political debates. Individual judgments are
rarely praised or criticized by political figures. Civil servants can bring a case to the courts challenging politically-motivated
firings.

75:

50: Civil servants are typically independent, yet are sometimes influenced in their judgments by negative or positive political
or personal incentives. This may include favorable or unfavorable treatment by superiors, public criticism or praise by the
government, or other forms of influence. Civil servants may bring a case to the judicial system challenging politically-
motivated firings but the case may encounter delays or bureaucratic hurdles.

25:

0: Civil servants are commonly influenced by political or personal matters. This may include conflicting family relationships,
professional partnerships, or other personal loyalties. Negative incentives may include threats, harassment or other abuses
of power. Civil servants are unable to find a remedy in the courts for unjustified or politically-motivated firings.
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45b. In practice, civil servants are appointed and evaluated according to professional criteria.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Transparencia y Control Social de la Función Pública�, Comisión de Control de la
Corrupción, http://www.comisionanticorrupcion.gov.ec/documentos/revistas/rescate28.pdf

Diario El Correo, Entrevista a Julio Vanegas, presidente de CONASEP, Abril de
2008, http://www.diariocorreo.com.ec/archivo/2008/04/01/servidores-publicos-apuestan-a-la-estabilidad

100: Appointments to the civil service and their professional evaluations are made based on professional qualifications.
Individuals appointed are free of conflicts of interest arising from personal loyalties, family connections or other biases.
Individuals appointed usually do not have clear political party affiliations.

75:

50: Appointments and professional assessments are usually based on professional qualifications. Individuals appointed may
have clear party loyalties, however.

25:

0: Appointments and professional assessments are often based on political considerations. Individuals appointed often have
conflicts of interest due to personal loyalties, family connections or other biases. Individuals appointed often have clear party
loyalties.

45c. In practice, civil service management actions (e.g. hiring, firing, promotions) are not based on nepotism, cronyism, or
patronage.

100 75 50 25 0

Comments:
There are several negative phenomena surrounding civil service management actions in Ecuador. Political affinity is a basic
requirement to key positions in the civil service. In many cases, favoritism is based on nepotism and cronyism, but the strongest
influence in civil service comes from the ruling party. Finally, at a local level, the main influential figures are the so called
 caciques �– always rich people with political power. These characters can impose the designation of civil servants, through the
monopoly of power they have acquired in the area.

 

References:
Transparencia y Control Social de la Función Pública�, Comisión de Control de la
Corrupción, http://www.comisionanticorrupcion.gov.ec/documentos/revistas/rescate28.pdf

Diario El Correo, Entrevista a Julio Vanegas, presidente de CONASEP, Abril de
2008, http://www.diariocorreo.com.ec/archivo/2008/04/01/servidores-publicos-apuestan-a-la-estabilidad

100: Nepotism (favorable treatment of family members), cronyism (favorable treatment of friends and colleagues), and
patronage (favorable treatment of those who reward their superiors) are actively discouraged at all levels of the civil service.
Hirings, firings, and promotions are based on merit and performance.

75:

50: Nepotism, cronyism, and patronage are discouraged, but exceptions exist. Political leaders or senior officials sometimes
appoint family member or friends to favorable positions in the civil service, or lend other favorable treatment.

25:

0: Nepotism, cronyism, and patronage are commonly accepted principles in hiring, firing and promotions of civil servants.

45d. In practice, civil servants have clear job descriptions.
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100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Transparencia y Control Social de la Función Pública�, Comisión de Control de la
Corrupción, http://www.comisionanticorrupcion.gov.ec/documentos/revistas/rescate28.pdf

Diario El Correo, Entrevista a Julio Vanegas, presidente de CONASEP, Abril de
2008, http://www.diariocorreo.com.ec/archivo/2008/04/01/servidores-publicos-apuestan-a-la-estabilidad

100: Civil servants almost always have formal job descriptions establishing levels of seniority, assigned functions, and
compensation. Job descriptions are a reliable representation of positions in terms of a person’s authority, responsibility and
base pay.

75:

50: Civil servants often have formal job descriptions, but exceptions exist. Some civil servants may not be part of the formal
assignment of duties and compensations. Some job descriptions may not map clearly to pay or responsibilities in some
cases.

25:

0: Civil servants do not have formal roles or job descriptions. If they do, such job descriptions have little or nothing to do with
the position’s responsibilities, authority, or pay.

45e. In practice, civil servant bonuses constitute only a small fraction of total pay.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Transparencia y Control Social de la Función Pública�, Comisión de Control de la
Corrupción, http://www.comisionanticorrupcion.gov.ec/documentos/revistas/rescate28.pdf

Diario El Correo, Entrevista a Julio Vanegas, presidente de CONASEP, Abril de
2008, http://www.diariocorreo.com.ec/archivo/2008/04/01/servidores-publicos-apuestan-a-la-estabilidad

100: Civil servant bonuses constitute no more than 10% of total pay and do not represent a major element of take-home pay.

75:

50: Civil servant bonuses are generally a small percentage of total take-home pay for most civil servants though exceptions
exist where some civil servants’ bonuses represent a significant part of total pay.

25:

0: Most civil servants receive bonuses that represent a significant amount of total take-home pay. In some cases bonuses
represent the majority of total pay to civil servants.

45f. In practice, the government publishes the number of authorized civil service positions along with the number of positions
actually filled.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Transparencia y Control Social de la Función Pública�, Comisión de Control de la
Corrupción, http://www.comisionanticorrupcion.gov.ec/documentos/revistas/rescate28.pdf
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Diario El Correo, Entrevista a Julio Vanegas, presidente de CONASEP, Abril de
2008, http://www.diariocorreo.com.ec/archivo/2008/04/01/servidores-publicos-apuestan-a-la-estabilidad

100: The government publishes such a list on a regular basis.

75:

50: The government publishes such a list but it is often delayed or incomplete. There may be multiple years in between each
successive publication.

25:

0: The government rarely or never publishes such a list, or when it does it is wholly incomplete.

45g. In practice, the independent redress mechanism for the civil service is effective.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Transparencia y Control Social de la Función Pública�, Comisión de Control de la
Corrupción, http://www.comisionanticorrupcion.gov.ec/documentos/revistas/rescate28.pdf

Diario El Correo, Entrevista a Julio Vanegas, presidente de CONASEP, Abril de
2008, http://www.diariocorreo.com.ec/archivo/2008/04/01/servidores-publicos-apuestan-a-la-estabilidad

100: The independent redress mechanism for the civil service can control the timing and pace of its investigations without
any input from the bodies that manage civil servants on a day-to-day basis.

75:

50: The independent civil service redress mechanism can generally decide what to investigate and when but is sometimes
subject to pressure from the executive or the bodies that manage civil servants on a day-to-day basis on politically sensitive
issues.

25:

0: The civil service redress mechanism must rely on approval from the executive or the bodies that manage civil servants on
a day-to-day basis before initiating investigations. Politically sensitive investigations are almost impossible to move forward
on.

45h. In practice, in the past year, the government has paid civil servants on time.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Transparencia y Control Social de la Función Pública�, Comisión de Control de la
Corrupción, http://www.comisionanticorrupcion.gov.ec/documentos/revistas/rescate28.pdf

Diario El Correo, Entrevista a Julio Vanegas, presidente de CONASEP, Abril de
2008, http://www.diariocorreo.com.ec/archivo/2008/04/01/servidores-publicos-apuestan-a-la-estabilidad

100: In the past year, no civil servants have been paid late.

75:

50: In the past year, some civil servants have been paid late.

25:
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0: In the past year, civil servants have frequently been denied due pay.

45i. In practice, civil servants convicted of corruption are prohibited from future government employment.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Transparencia y Control Social de la Función Pública�, Comisión de Control de la
Corrupción, http://www.comisionanticorrupcion.gov.ec/documentos/revistas/rescate28.pdf

Diario El Correo, Entrevista a Julio Vanegas, presidente de CONASEP, Abril de
2008, http://www.diariocorreo.com.ec/archivo/2008/04/01/servidores-publicos-apuestan-a-la-estabilidad

100: A system of formal blacklists and cooling off periods is in place for civil servants convicted of corruption. All civil
servants are subject to this system.

75:

50: A system of formal blacklists and cooling off periods is in place, but the system has flaws. Some civil servants may not
be affected by the system, or the prohibitions are sometimes not effective. Some bans are only temporary.

25:

0: There is no such system, or the system is consistently ineffective in prohibiting future employment of convicted civil
servants.

46. Are there regulations addressing conflicts of interest for civil servants?

46a. In law, senior members of the civil service are required to file an asset disclosure form.

YES NO

Comments:
Only certain members of the Civil Service are required to present their asset disclosures.

 

References:
Constitución de la República del Ecuador, 
Título V de las Instituciones del Estado y la Función Pública
Capítulo 2 de la Función Pública
Art. 122

Ley que Regula las Declaratorias Patrimoniales Juramentadas
Art. 1

YES: A YES score is earned if senior members of the civil service are required by law to file an asset disclosure form while
in office, illustrating sources of income, stock holdings, and other assets. This form does not need to be publicly available to
score a YES.

NO: A NO score is earned if any senior member of the civil service is not required to disclose assets.

46b. In law, there are requirements for civil servants to recuse themselves from policy decisions where their personal
interests may be affected.
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YES NO

 

References:
Constitución de la República del Ecuador, 
Título V de las Instituciones del Estado y la Función Pública
Capítulo 2 de la Función Pública
Art. 123

YES: A YES score is earned if there are requirements for civil servants to recuse themselves from policy decisions where
their personal interests, including personal financial interests as well as those of their family and friends, are affected.

NO: A NO score exists if no such requirements exist in regulation or law.

46c. In law, there are restrictions for civil servants entering the private sector after leaving the government.

YES NO

 

References:
N/A

YES: A YES score is earned if there are regulations restricting civil servants’ ability to take positions in the private sector
after leaving government that would present a conflict of interest, including positions that directly seek to influence their
former government colleagues.

NO: A NO score is earned if no such restrictions exist.

46d. In law, there are regulations governing gifts and hospitality offered to civil servants.

YES NO

 

References:
Ley Orgánica de Servicio Civil y Carrera Administrativa y de Unificación y Homologación de las Remuneraciones del Sector
Público
Libro I del Servicio Civil y Carrera Administrativa
Título III del Régimen Interno de Administración de Recursos Humanos
Capítulo I de los Deberes, Derechos y Prohibiciones
Art. 26

YES: A YES score is earned if there are formal guidelines regarding gifts and hospitality given to civil servants.

NO: A NO score is earned if there are no such guidelines or regulations.

46e. In law, there are requirements for the independent auditing of the asset disclosure forms of senior members of the civil
service.

YES NO

Comments:
Only public officials who have direct responsibility over the use of public funds are obligated to present their asset declarations,
and are subject to the audit process conducted by the General Controller’s Office.



 

References:
Constitución de la República del Ecuador, 
Título V de las Instituciones del Estado y la Función Pública
Capítulo 2 de la Función Pública
Art. 122

Ley que Regula las Declaratorias Patrimoniales Juramentadas
Art. 1, 5

YES: A YES score is earned if there is a legal or regulatory requirement for independent auditing of civil service asset
disclosures. The auditing is performed by an impartial third-party.

NO: A NO score is earned if there are no legal or regulatory requirements for the independent auditing of civil service asset
disclosures or if such requirements exist but allow for self-auditing.

46f. In practice, the regulations restricting post-government private sector employment for civil servants are effective.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Transparencia y Control Social de la Función Pública�, Comisión de Control de la
Corrupción, http://www.comisionanticorrupcion.gov.ec/documentos/revistas/rescate28.pdf

Diario El Correo, Entrevista a Julio Vanegas, presidente de CONASEP, Abril de
2008, http://www.diariocorreo.com.ec/archivo/2008/04/01/servidores-publicos-apuestan-a-la-estabilidad

100: The regulations restricting post-government private sector employment for civil servants are uniformly enforced. There
are no cases or few cases of civil servants taking jobs in the private sector after leaving government where they directly
lobby or seek to influence their former government colleagues without an adequate cooling off” period.

75:

50: The regulations are generally enforced though some exceptions exist. In certain sectors, civil servants are known to
regularly take jobs in the private sector that entail directly lobbying or seeking to influence their former government
colleagues. Cooling off periods are short and sometimes ignored.

25:

0: The regulations are rarely or never enforced. Civil servants routinely take jobs in the private sector following government
employment that involve direct lobbying or influencing of former government colleagues. Cooling off periods are non-existent
or never enforced.

46g. In practice, the regulations governing gifts and hospitality offered to civil servants are effective.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Transparencia y Control Social de la Función Pública�, Comisión de Control de la
Corrupción, http://www.comisionanticorrupcion.gov.ec/documentos/revistas/rescate28.pdf

Diario El Correo, Entrevista a Julio Vanegas, presidente de CONASEP, Abril de
2008, http://www.diariocorreo.com.ec/archivo/2008/04/01/servidores-publicos-apuestan-a-la-estabilidad

100: The regulations governing gifts and hospitality to civil servants are regularly enforced. Civil servants never or rarely
accept gifts or hospitality above what is allowed.

75:
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50: The regulations governing gifts and hospitality to civil servants are generally applied though exceptions exist. Some civil
servants in certain sectors are known to accept greater amounts of gifts and hospitality from outside interest groups or
private sector actors than is allowed.

25:

0: The regulations governing gifts and hospitality to the civil service are routinely ignored and unenforced. Civil servants
routinely accept significant amounts of gifts and hospitality from outside interest groups and actors seeking to influence their
decisions.

46h. In practice, the requirements for civil service recusal from policy decisions affecting personal interests are effective.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Transparencia y Control Social de la Función Pública�, Comisión de Control de la
Corrupción, http://www.comisionanticorrupcion.gov.ec/documentos/revistas/rescate28.pdf

Diario El Correo, Entrevista a Julio Vanegas, presidente de CONASEP, Abril de
2008, http://www.diariocorreo.com.ec/archivo/2008/04/01/servidores-publicos-apuestan-a-la-estabilidad

100: The requirements that civil servants recuse themselves from policy decisions where their personal interests are
affected are routinely followed by most or all civil servants.

75:

50: The requirements that civil servants recuse themselves from policy decisions where their personal interests are affected
are followed by most civil servants though exceptions exist. In certain sectors, civil servants are known to routinely
participate in policy decisions where their personal interests are affected.

25:

0: Most civil servants routinely ignore recusal requirements and continue to participate in policy decisions where their
personal interests are affected.

46i. In practice, civil service asset disclosures are audited.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Transparencia y Control Social de la Función Pública�, Comisión de Control de la
Corrupción, http://www.comisionanticorrupcion.gov.ec/documentos/revistas/rescate28.pdf

Diario El Correo, Entrevista a Julio Vanegas, presidente de CONASEP, Abril de
2008, http://www.diariocorreo.com.ec/archivo/2008/04/01/servidores-publicos-apuestan-a-la-estabilidad

100: Civil service asset disclosures are regularly audited using generally accepted auditing practices.

75:

50: Civil service asset disclosures are audited, but audits are limited in some way, such as using inadequate auditing
standards, or the presence of exceptions to disclosed assets.

25:

0: Civil service asset disclosures are not audited, or the audits performed have no value. Audits may be performed by
entities known to be partisan or biased in their practices.

47. Can citizens access the asset disclosure records of senior civil servants?
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47a. In law, citizens can access the asset disclosure records of senior civil servants.

YES NO

Comments:
This is applicable only to the asset disclosure records of the senior civil servants obligated to present such declarations.

 

References:
Ley Orgánica de Transparencia y Acceso a la Información Pública

YES: A YES score is earned if laws or regulations guarantee that citizens can access the asset records of senior civil
servants.

NO: A NO score is earned if senior civil servants do not file an asset disclosure. A NO score is earned if senior civil servants
file an asset disclosure, but it is not available to the public.

47b. In practice, citizens can access the asset disclosure records of senior civil servants within a reasonable time period.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Transparencia y Control Social de la Función Pública�, Comisión de Control de la
Corrupción, http://www.comisionanticorrupcion.gov.ec/documentos/revistas/rescate28.pdf

Diario El Correo, Entrevista a Julio Vanegas, presidente de CONASEP, Abril de
2008, http://www.diariocorreo.com.ec/archivo/2008/04/01/servidores-publicos-apuestan-a-la-estabilidad

100: Records are available on-line, or records can be obtained within two days. Records are uniformly available; there are
no delays for politically sensitive information.

75:

50: Records take around two weeks to obtain. Some delays may be experienced.

25:

0: Records take more than a month to acquire. In some cases, most records may be available sooner, but there may be
persistent delays in obtaining politically sensitive records.

47c. In practice, citizens can access the asset disclosure records of senior civil servants at a reasonable cost.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Transparencia y Control Social de la Función Pública�, Comisión de Control de la
Corrupción, http://www.comisionanticorrupcion.gov.ec/documentos/revistas/rescate28.pdf

Diario El Correo, Entrevista a Julio Vanegas, presidente de CONASEP, Abril de
2008, http://www.diariocorreo.com.ec/archivo/2008/04/01/servidores-publicos-apuestan-a-la-estabilidad
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100: Records are free to all citizens, or available for the cost of photocopying. Records can be obtained at little cost, such as
by mail, or on-line.

75:

50: Records impose a financial burden on citizens, journalists or CSOs. Retrieving records may require a visit to a specific
office, such as a regional or national capital.

25:

0: Retrieving records imposes a major financial burden on citizens. Records costs are prohibitive to most citizens,
journalists, or CSOs trying to access this information.

58

48. Are employees protected from recrimination or other negative consequences when
reporting corruption (i.e. whistle-blowing)?

48a. In law, civil servants who report cases of corruption, graft, abuse of power, or abuse of resources are protected from
recrimination or other negative consequences.

YES NO

 

References:
Constitución de la República del Ecuador, 
Título X de los Organismos de Control
Capítulo 3 del Ministerio Público 
Art. 219

Código de Procedimiento Penal
Capitulo III la Prueba Testimonial
Sección Primera Disposiciones Generales
Art. 118

Reglamento Sustitutivo del Programa de Protección y Asistencia a las víctimas y testigos en el proceso penal
Decreto Ejecutivo 528

YES: A YES score is earned if there are specific laws against recrimination against public sector whistleblowers. This may
include prohibitions on termination, transfer, harassment or other consequences.

NO: A NO score is earned if there are no legal protections for public-sector whistleblowers.

48b. In practice, civil servants who report cases of corruption, graft, abuse of power, or abuse of resources are protected
from recrimination or other negative consequences.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Protección a testigos, plan a medias, Febrero 27 2007, Diario El
Universo, http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2007/02/27/0001/10/55152C1018434430AFFBF726BE828166.aspx

Protección a víctimas y testigos se incrementó, Marzo 24 2008, Diario El
Universo, http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2008/03/24/0001/10/09C2DE2D313341899351A57FA402C500.aspx

IV-2. Whistle-blowing Measures
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http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2008/03/24/0001/10/09C2DE2D313341899351A57FA402C500.aspx


100: Public sector whistleblowers can report abuses of power without fear of negative consequences. This may be due to
robust mechanisms to protect the identity of whistleblowers or may be due to a culture that encourages disclosure and
accountability.

75:

50: Public sector whistleblowers are sometimes able to come forward without negative consequences, but in other cases,
whistleblowers are punished for disclosing, either through official or unofficial means.

25:

0: Public sector whistleblowers often face substantial negative consequences, such as losing a job, relocating to a less
prominent position, or some form of harassment.

48c. In law, private sector employees who report cases of corruption, graft, abuse of power, or abuse of resources are
protected from recrimination or other negative consequences.

YES NO

 

References:
Constitución de la República del Ecuador, 
Título X de los Organismos de Control
Capítulo 3 del Ministerio Público 
Art. 219

Código de Procedimiento Penal
Capitulo III la Prueba Testimonial
Sección Primera Disposiciones Generales
Art. 118

Reglamento Sustitutivo del Programa de Protección y Asistencia a las víctimas y testigos en el proceso penal
Decreto Ejecutivo 528

YES: A YES score is earned if there are specific laws against recrimination against private sector whistleblowers. This may
include prohibitions on termination, transfer, harassment or other consequences.

NO: A NO score is earned if there are no legal protections for private-sector whistleblowers.

48d. In practice, private sector employees who report cases of corruption, graft, abuse of power, or abuse of resources are
protected from recrimination or other negative consequences.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Protección a testigos, plan a medias, Febrero 27 2007, Diario El
Universo, http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2007/02/27/0001/10/55152C1018434430AFFBF726BE828166.aspx

Protección a víctimas y testigos se incrementó, Marzo 24 2008, Diario El
Universo, http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2008/03/24/0001/10/09C2DE2D313341899351A57FA402C500.aspx

100: Private sector whistleblowers can report abuses of power without fear of negative consequences. This may be due to
robust mechanisms to protect the identity of whistleblowers or may be due to a culture that encourages disclosure and
accountability.

75:

50: Private sector whistleblowers are sometimes able to come forward without negative consequences, but in other cases,
whistleblowers are punished for disclosing, either through official or unofficial means.

25:

http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2007/02/27/0001/10/55152C1018434430AFFBF726BE828166.aspx
http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2008/03/24/0001/10/09C2DE2D313341899351A57FA402C500.aspx


0: Private sector whistleblowers often face substantial negative consequences, such as losing a job, relocating to a less
prominent position, or some form of harassment.

50. In practice, is the internal mechanism (i.e. phone hotline, e-mail address, local office)
through which civil servants can report corruption effective?

50a. In practice, the internal reporting mechanism for public sector corruption has a professional, full-time staff.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Protección a testigos, plan a medias, Febrero 27 2007, Diario El
Universo, http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2007/02/27/0001/10/55152C1018434430AFFBF726BE828166.aspx

Protección a víctimas y testigos se incrementó, Marzo 24 2008, Diario El
Universo, http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2008/03/24/0001/10/09C2DE2D313341899351A57FA402C500.aspx

100: The agency/entity has staff sufficient to fulfill its basic mandate.

75:

50: The agency/entity has limited staff, a fact that hinders its ability to fulfill its basic mandate.

25:

0: The agency/entity has no staff, or a limited staff that is clearly unqualified to fulfill its mandate.

50b. In practice, the internal reporting mechanism for public sector corruption receives regular funding.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Protección a testigos, plan a medias, Febrero 27 2007, Diario El
Universo, http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2007/02/27/0001/10/55152C1018434430AFFBF726BE828166.aspx

Protección a víctimas y testigos se incrementó, Marzo 24 2008, Diario El
Universo, http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2008/03/24/0001/10/09C2DE2D313341899351A57FA402C500.aspx

100: The agency/entity has a predictable source of funding that is fairly consistent from year to year. Political considerations
are not a major factor in determining agency funding.

75:

50: The agency/entity has a regular source of funding but may be pressured by cuts, or threats of cuts to the agency budget.
Political considerations have an effect on agency funding.

25:

0: Funding source is unreliable. Funding may be removed arbitrarily or as retaliation for agency actions.

50c. In practice, the internal reporting mechanism for public sector corruption acts on complaints within a reasonable time
period.
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http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2007/02/27/0001/10/55152C1018434430AFFBF726BE828166.aspx
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100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Protección a testigos, plan a medias, Febrero 27 2007, Diario El
Universo, http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2007/02/27/0001/10/55152C1018434430AFFBF726BE828166.aspx

Protección a víctimas y testigos se incrementó, Marzo 24 2008, Diario El
Universo, http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2008/03/24/0001/10/09C2DE2D313341899351A57FA402C500.aspx

100: The agency/entity acts on complaints quickly. While some backlog is expected and inevitable, complaints are
acknowledged promptly and investigations into serious abuses move steadily towards resolution. Citizens with simple issues
can expect a resolution within a month.

75:

50: The agency/entity acts on complaints quickly, with some exceptions. Some complaints may not be acknowledged, and
simple issues may take more than two months to resolve.

25:

0: The agency/entity cannot resolve complaints quickly. Complaints may be unacknowledged for more than a month, and
simple issues may take more than three months to resolve. Serious abuses are not investigated with any urgency.

50d. In practice, when necessary, the internal reporting mechanism for public sector corruption initiates investigations.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Protección a testigos, plan a medias, Febrero 27 2007, Diario El
Universo, http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2007/02/27/0001/10/55152C1018434430AFFBF726BE828166.aspx

Protección a víctimas y testigos se incrementó, Marzo 24 2008, Diario El
Universo, http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2008/03/24/0001/10/09C2DE2D313341899351A57FA402C500.aspx

100: When irregularities are discovered, the agency/entity is aggressive in investigating the government or in cooperating
with other agencies’ investigations.

75:

50: The agency/entity starts investigations, but is limited in its effectiveness. The agency/entity may be slow to act, unwilling
to take on politically powerful offenders, reluctant to cooperate with other investigative agencies, or occasionally unable to
enforce its judgments.

25:

0: The agency/entity does not effectively investigate. The agency/entity may start investigations but not complete them, may
refuse to cooperate with other investigative agencies, or may fail to detect offenders. The agency/entity may be partisan in
its application of power.

49. Is there an internal mechanism (i.e. phone hotline, e-mail address, local office) through
which civil servants can report corruption?

49. In law, is there an internal mechanism (i.e. phone hotline, e-mail address, local office) through which civil servants can
report corruption?

0

http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2007/02/27/0001/10/55152C1018434430AFFBF726BE828166.aspx
http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2008/03/24/0001/10/09C2DE2D313341899351A57FA402C500.aspx
http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2007/02/27/0001/10/55152C1018434430AFFBF726BE828166.aspx
http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2008/03/24/0001/10/09C2DE2D313341899351A57FA402C500.aspx


YES NO

 

References:
N/A

YES: A YES score is earned if there is a mechanism, or multiple mechanisms for multiple national government agencies,
through which civil servants can report cases of graft, misuse of public funds, or corruption.

NO: A NO score is earned if no such mechanism (or equivalent series of mechanisms) exists.
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51. Is the public procurement process effective?

51a. In law, there are regulations addressing conflicts of interest for public procurement officials.

YES NO

Comments:
This regulation states the general responsibility of procurement officials, but does not relate directly to conflicts of interests.

 

References:
Ley de Contratación Pública
Titulo III Disposiciones Comunes y Especiales de los Procedimientos de Licitación y Concurso Publico de Ofertas
Capítulo I Disposiciones Comunes sobre los Documentos, Informes y Fases
Art. 31

YES: A YES score is earned if there are specific formal regulations defining and regulating conflicts of interest between
official public duty and private interests for public procurement officials. A YES score is earned if such regulations cover all
civil servants, including procurement officials.

NO: A NO score is earned if no such rules exist.

51b. In law, there is mandatory professional training for public procurement officials.

YES NO

 

References:
N/A

YES: A YES score is earned if public procurement officials receive regular mandatory training to ensure professional
standards in supervising the tendering process. A YES score is earned if such training is mandated for portions of the
broader civil service, to include procurement officials.

IV-3. Procurement

68



NO: A NO score is earned if there is no regular required training of public procurement officials or if training is sporadic,
inconsistent, unrelated to procurement processes, or voluntary.

51c. In practice, the conflicts of interest regulations for public procurement officials are enforced.

100 75 50 25 0

Comments:
Public procurement should be a technically managed procedure. This requires a specific expertise in public officials, who, in the
best scenario, should be assigned exclusively to that function. In Ecuador, procurements are managed by a Committee of a
variety of public servants, from legal and financial divisions mostly, who have to improvise a mechanism, under rather broad
general obligations established in the applicable law, secondary norms and procedures. There is no supervision to assure the
fulfillment of the scattered regulations regarding conflicts of interests. The enforcement of the regulations comes usually after the
procurement has been concluded, and the Comptroller determines irregularities. The negative impact on the image of the
procurement is costly, when an ex-ante supervision could prevent all the trouble.

 

References:
Proyecto Regional Adquisiciones y Compras Públicas, Informe Ecuador, Transparency International
http://www.transparency.org/news_room/in_focus/2006/procurement_americas#reports

Ecuador – Public Sector Financial Management Project, The World Bank
http://www-
wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2002/03/22/000094946_02031010371747/Rendered/PDF/multi0page.pdf

100: Regulations regarding conflicts of interest for procurement officials are aggressively enforced.

75:

50: Conflict-of-interest regulations exist, but are flawed. Some violations may not be enforced, or some officials may be
exempt from regulations.

25:

0: Conflict-of-interest regulations do not exist, or are consistently ineffective.

51d. In law, there is a mechanism that monitors the assets, incomes and spending habits of public procurement officials.

YES NO

 

References:
Constitución de la República del Ecuador, 
Título V de las Instituciones del Estado y la Función Pública
Capítulo 2 de la Función Pública
Art. 122

Ley que Regula las Declaratorias Patrimoniales Juramentadas
Art. 1

YES: A YES score is earned if there is a formal mandate to some agency to monitor the assets, incomes and spending
habits of public procurement officials, such as an inspector general, or ombudsman.

NO: A NO score is earned if no such mandate exists.

51e. In law, major procurements require competitive bidding.

http://www.transparency.org/news_room/in_focus/2006/procurement_americas#reports
http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2002/03/22/000094946_02031010371747/Rendered/PDF/multi0page.pdf


YES NO

 

References:
Ley de Contratación Pública
Titulo I Ámbito de la Ley
Capítulo II de los Procedimientos Precontractuales
Articulo 4.

YES: A YES score is earned if all major procurements (defined as those greater than 0.5% of GDP) require competitive
bidding.

NO: A NO score is earned if competitive bidding is not required by law or regulation for major procurement (greater than
0.5% OF GDP).

51f. In law, strict formal requirements limit the extent of sole sourcing.

YES NO

 

References:
N/A

YES: A YES score is earned if sole sourcing is limited to specific, tightly defined conditions, such as when a supplier is the
only source of a skill or technology.

NO: A NO score is earned if there are no prohibitions on sole sourcing. A NO score is earned if the prohibitions on sole
sourcing are general and unspecific.

51g. In law, unsuccessful bidders can instigate an official review of procurement decisions.

YES NO

Comments:
This review process is limited because unsuccessful bidders have to issue a warranty bond supporting their complaint.

 

References:
Ley de Contratación Pública
Título V de la Contratación
Capítulo IV de las Garantias
Art. 72

YES: A YES score is earned if there is a formal appeal process for unsuccessful bidders.

NO: A NO score is earned if no such process exists.

51h. In law, unsuccessful bidders can challenge procurement decisions in a court of law.

YES NO



Comments:
The efficiency of this challenge is rather limited. If a bidder wants to challenge the process or its result, he is forced to issue a
warranty bond (7 percent of the amount of his/her bid) to support his/her claims, which can be cashed by the public institution if
the claim is considered as unsustainable”.

 

References:
Ley de Contratación Pública
Título V de la Contratación
Capítulo IV de las Garantías
Art. 72

YES: A YES score is earned if unsuccessful bidders can use the courts to appeal a procurement decision.

NO: A NO score is earned if no such process exists.

51i. In law, companies guilty of major violations of procurement regulations (i.e. bribery) are prohibited from participating in
future procurement bids.

YES NO

 

References:
Ley de Contratación Püblica
Título 5 de la Contratación
Capitulo I de las Capacidades, Inhabilidades y Nulidades
Arts. 55, 56

Titulo VII del Registro de Contratistas
Articulo 112

YES: A YES score is earned if there are formal procurement blacklists, designed to prevent convicted companies from doing
business with the government.

NO: A NO score is earned if no such process exists.

51j. In practice, companies guilty of major violations of procurement regulations (i.e. bribery) are prohibited from participating
in future procurement bids.

100 75 50 25 0

Comments:
Even though the Comptroller General created a blacklist mechanism, this has not been sufficient to prevent that companies who
have violated procurement regulations to continue to participate in future bids. In fact, the mechanism is oriented to ban
companies who have not fulfilled public contracts, rather than companies with proven violations in procurement processes; and in
many ways, the system has created the opportunity for major companies to  negotiate� their withdrawal from that list.

The other problem is precisely the ability to legally prove and sanction these sorts of violations. First of all criminal law is
ambiguous when defining active bribery, and proving this activity has always been challenging. Second, in major procurements,
companies are represented by individuals with limited capacities, and companies can not be held responsible for the
wrongdoings of an agent. Finally, when these activities are detected, the bidder is usually disqualified, without any further legal
action taken by the procuring public institution.

 

References:
Proyecto Regional Adquisiciones y Compras Públicas, Informe Ecuador, Transparency International
http://www.transparency.org/news_room/in_focus/2006/procurement_americas#reports

Ecuador – Public Sector Financial Management Project, The World Bank
http://www-
wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2002/03/22/000094946_02031010371747/Rendered/PDF/multi0page.pdf

http://www.transparency.org/news_room/in_focus/2006/procurement_americas#reports
http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2002/03/22/000094946_02031010371747/Rendered/PDF/multi0page.pdf


100: A system of formal blacklists and cooling off periods is in place for companies convicted of corruption. All companies
are subject to this system.

75:

50: A system of formal blacklists and cooling off periods is in place, but the system has flaws. Some procurements or
companies may not be affected by the system, or the prohibitions are sometimes not effective.

25:

0: There is no such system, or the system is consistently ineffective in prohibiting future hiring of blacklisted companies.

52. Can citizens access the public procurement process?

52a. In law, citizens can access public procurement regulations.

YES NO

 

References:
Ley de Transparencia y Acceso a la Información Pública

YES: A YES score is earned if procurement rules are, by law, open to the public. These regulations are defined here as the
rules governing the competitive procurement process.

NO: A NO score is earned if procurement rules are officially secret for any reason or if there are no procurement rules.

52b. In law, the government is required to publicly announce the results of procurement decisions.

YES NO

 

References:
N/A

YES: A YES score is earned if the government is required to publicly post or announce the results of the public procurement
process. This can be done through major media outlets or on a publicly-accessible government register or log.

NO: A NO score is earned if there is no requirement for the government to publicly announce the results of the public
procurement process.

52c. In practice, citizens can access public procurement regulations within a reasonable time period.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Proyecto Regional Adquisiciones y Compras Públicas, Informe Ecuador, Transparency International
http://www.transparency.org/news_room/in_focus/2006/procurement_americas#reports
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http://www.transparency.org/news_room/in_focus/2006/procurement_americas#reports


Ecuador – Public Sector Financial Management Project, The World Bank
http://www-
wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2002/03/22/000094946_02031010371747/Rendered/PDF/multi0page.pdf

100: Records are available on-line, or records can be obtained within two days. Records are uniformly available; there are
no delays for politically sensitive information. These records are defined here as the rules governing the competitive
procurement process.

75:

50: Records take around two weeks to obtain. Some delays may be experienced.

25:

0: Records take more than a month to acquire. In some cases, most records may be available sooner, but there may be
persistent delays in obtaining politically sensitive records.

52d. In practice, citizens can access public procurement regulations at a reasonable cost.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Proyecto Regional Adquisiciones y Compras Públicas, Informe Ecuador, Transparency International
http://www.transparency.org/news_room/in_focus/2006/procurement_americas#reports

Ecuador – Public Sector Financial Management Project, The World Bank
http://www-
wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2002/03/22/000094946_02031010371747/Rendered/PDF/multi0page.pdf

100: Records are free to all citizens, or available for the cost of photocopying. Records can be obtained at little cost, such as
by mail, or on-line. These records are defined here as the rules governing the competitive procurement process.

75:

50: Records impose a financial burden on citizens, journalists or CSOs. Retrieving records may require a visit to a specific
office, such as a regional or national capital.

25:

0: Retrieving records imposes a major financial burden on citizens. Records costs are prohibitive to most citizens,
journalists, or CSOs trying to access this information.

52e. In practice, major public procurements are effectively advertised.

100 75 50 25 0

Comments:
There are two main mechanisms to publicize public procurements in Ecuador. The first one is through the electronic procurement
service (Contratanet) which has been managed by the Civic Anti-Corruption Commission. The main limitation of this platform is
that the incorporation of institutions and procurement processes is voluntary, so the number of procurements included is still
marginal to the universe of procurement processes in the country. During 2008, the government has launched a new system with
improved capabilities.

The second mechanism of advertisement is through the publication of the public notice, or call for bidders, through newspapers.
Even though the Law states that this publication has to be done in one of the major newspapers of the country, it is a common
malpractice that highly relevant and expensive procurements are publicized in local newspapers with a reduced circulation.

 

References:
Proyecto Regional Adquisiciones y Compras Públicas, Informe Ecuador, Transparency International
http://www.transparency.org/news_room/in_focus/2006/procurement_americas#reports

http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2002/03/22/000094946_02031010371747/Rendered/PDF/multi0page.pdf
http://www.transparency.org/news_room/in_focus/2006/procurement_americas#reports
http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2002/03/22/000094946_02031010371747/Rendered/PDF/multi0page.pdf
http://www.transparency.org/news_room/in_focus/2006/procurement_americas#reports


Ecuador – Public Sector Financial Management Project, The World Bank
http://www-
wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2002/03/22/000094946_02031010371747/Rendered/PDF/multi0page.pdf

100: There is a formal process of advertising public procurements. This may include a government website, newspaper
advertising, or other official announcements. All major procurements are advertised in this way. Sufficient time is allowed for
bidders to respond to advertisements.

75:

50: There is a formal process of advertisement but it is flawed. Some major procurements may not be advertised, or the
advertising process may not be effective. The time between advertisments and bidding may be too short to allow full
participation.

25:

0: There is no formal process of advertising major public procurements or the process is superficial and ineffective.

52f. In practice, citizens can access the results of major public procurement bids.

100 75 50 25 0

Comments:
As in the case of advertisement, only the procurement processes that have been voluntarily incorporated by the procuring
institution to the e-procurement platform can be accessed freely by the citizens. In the case of other institutions, the result of their
procurement should be posted in their web pages, in compliance with the Access to Information Law. In a country where 93
percent of the population does not have access to Internet, web pages are not an effective way to publicize procurement results.
The same law allows any citizen to request access to the information regarding any procurement, but that entails investing time,
money and patience, which is only done by interested parties or organizations with specific interest in the procurement or working
on access of information.

 

References:
Proyecto Regional Adquisiciones y Compras Públicas, Informe Ecuador, Transparency International
http://www.transparency.org/news_room/in_focus/2006/procurement_americas#reports

Ecuador – Public Sector Financial Management Project, The World Bank
http://www-
wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2002/03/22/000094946_02031010371747/Rendered/PDF/multi0page.pdf

100: Records of public procurement results are publicly available through a formal process.

75:

50: Records of public procurements are available, but there are exceptions to this practice. Some information may not be
available, or some citizens may not be able to access information.

25:

0: This information is not available to the public through an official process.
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53. Is the privatization process effective?

53a. In law, all businesses are eligible to compete for privatized state assets.

IV-4. Privatization

33
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YES NO

 

References:
Ley de Modernización del Estado, Privatizaciones y Prestación de Servicios Públicos por parte de la Iniciativa Privada
Capítulo V de la Desmonopolización, Delegación de Servicios Públicos a la Iniciativa Privada y Privatización
Art. 41

YES: A YES score is earned if all businesses are equally eligible to compete for privatized assets. A YES score is still
earned if the government did not privatize any state-owned assets during the study period.

NO: A NO score is earned if any group of businesses (other than those blacklisted due to corruption charges) is excluded by
law.

53b. In law, there are regulations addressing conflicts of interest for government officials involved in privatization.

YES NO

 

References:
Constitución de la República del Ecuador, 
Título V de las Instituciones del Estado y la Función Pública
Capítulo 2 de la Función Pública
Art. 123

YES: A YES score is earned if there are specific formal regulations defining and regulating conflicts of interest between
official public duty and private interests for privatization officials. A YES score is earned if such regulations cover all civil
servants, including privatization officials.

NO: A NO score is earned if there are no such formal regulations.

53c. In practice, conflicts of interest regulations for government officials involved in privatization are enforced.

100 75 50 25 0

Comments:
There have not been any privatizations promoted by the government in over a decade. It would not be possible to measure the
practice.

 

References:
N/A

100: Regulations regarding conflicts of interest for privatization officials are aggressively enforced.

75:

50: Conflict-of-interest regulations exist, but are flawed. Some violations may not be enforced, or some officials may be
exempt from the regulations.

25:

0: Conflict of interest regulations do not exist, or are consistently ineffective.

54. Can citizens access the terms and conditions of privatization bids?



54a. In law, citizens can access privatization regulations.

YES NO

 

References:
Ley de Transparencia y Acceso a la Información Pública

YES: A YES score is earned if privatization rules (defined here as the rules governing the competitive privatization process)
are, by law, open to the public. Even if privatization is infrequent or rare, the most recent privitization should be used as the
basis for scoring this indicator.

NO: A NO score is earned if privatization rules are officially secret for any reason or if there are no privatization rules.

54b. In practice, privatizations are effectively advertised.

100 75 50 25 0

Comments:
There have not been any privatizations promoted by the government in over a decade. It would not be possible to measure the
practice.

 

References:
N/A

100: There is a formal process of advertising privitizations. This may include a government website, newspaper advertising,
or other official announcements. All major procurements are advertised in this way. Sufficient time is allowed for bidders to
respond to advertisements.

75:

50: There is a formal process of advertisement but it is flawed. Some privitizations may not be advertised, or the advertising
process may not be effective. The time between advertisments and bidding may be too short to allow full participation.

25:

0: There is no formal process of advertising privitizations or the process is superficial and ineffective.

54c. In law, the government is required to publicly announce the results of privatization decisions.

YES NO

 

References:
N/A

YES: A YES score is earned if the government is required to publicly post or announce the results of the privatization
process. This can be done through major media outlets or on a publicly-accessible government register or log.

NO: A NO score is earned if there is no requirement for the government to publicy announce the results of the privatization
process.
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54d. In practice, citizens can access privatization regulations within a reasonable time period.

100 75 50 25 0

Comments:
There have not been any privatizations promoted by the government in over a decade. It would not be possible to measure the
practice.

 

References:
N/A

100: Records (defined here as the rules governing the competitive privatization process) are available on-line, or records
can be obtained within two days. Records are uniformly available; there are no delays for politically sensitive information.

75:

50: Records take around two weeks to obtain. Some delays may be experienced.

25:

0: Records take more than a month to acquire. In some cases, most records may be available sooner, but there may be
persistent delays in obtaining politically sensitive records.

54e. In practice, citizens can access privatization regulations at a reasonable cost.

100 75 50 25 0

Comments:
There have not been any privatizations promoted by the government in over a decade. It would not be possible to measure the
practice.

 

References:
N/A

100: Records (defined here as the rules governing the competitive privatization process) are free to all citizens, or available
for the cost of photocopying. Records can be obtained at little cost, such as by mail, or on-line.

75:

50: Records impose a financial burden on citizens, journalists or CSOs. Retrieving records may require a visit to a specific
office, such as a regional or national capital.

25:

0: Retrieving records imposes a major financial burden on citizens. Records costs are prohibitive to most citizens,
journalists, or CSOs trying to access this information.

27
Category V. Oversight and Regulation

70V-1. National Ombudsman



56. Is the national ombudsman effective?

56a. In law, the ombudsman is protected from political interference.

YES NO

Comments:
The Ombudsman is elected in Congress, based on political negotiations among the major political parties controlling the majority
in the house.

 

References:
Constitución de la República del Ecuador, 
Título VI de la Función Legislativa
Capítulo 1 del Congreso Nacional
Art. 130

YES: A YES score is earned only if the agency (or set of agencies) has some formal organizational independence from the
government. A YES score is earned even if the entity is legally separate but in practice staffed by partisans.

NO: A NO score is earned if the agency is a subordinate part of any government ministry or agency, such as the Department
of Interior or the Justice Department.

56b. In practice, the ombudsman is protected from political interference.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Diario el Universo
Fecha: Junio 18, 2007 
Título: La defensoría del Pueblo sin capacidad para proteger derechos
Dirección: http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2007/06/18/0001/8/F5FB1212471E4DD386225D25996AA578.aspx

Federación Iberoamericana de Ombusdman
Título: se reestructura Defensoría del Pueblo en Ecuador
Fecha: 25 febrero de 2008 
Dirección: http://www.portalfio.org/inicio/content/view/536/86/

100: This agency (or set of agencies) operates independently of the political process, without incentive or pressure to render
favorable judgments in politically sensitive cases. Investigations can operate without hindrance from the government,
including access to politically sensitive information.

75:

50: This agency (or set of agencies) is typically independent, yet is sometimes influenced in its work by negative or positive
political incentives. This may include public criticism or praise by the government. The ombudsman may not be provided with
some information needed to carry out its investigations.

25:

0: This agency (or set of agencies) is commonly influenced by political or personal incentives. This may include conflicting
family relationships, professional partnerships, or other personal loyalties. Negative incentives may include threats,
harassment or other abuses of power. The ombudsman cannot compel the government to reveal sensitive information.

56c. In practice, the head of the ombudsman agency/entity is protected from removal without relevant justification.
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100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Diario el Universo
Fecha: Junio 18, 2007 
Título: La defensoría del Pueblo sin capacidad para proteger derechos
Dirección: http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2007/06/18/0001/8/F5FB1212471E4DD386225D25996AA578.aspx

Federación Iberoamericana de Ombusdman
Título: se reestructura Defensoría del Pueblo en Ecuador
Fecha: 25 febrero de 2008 
Dirección: http://www.portalfio.org/inicio/content/view/536/86/

100: The director of the ombudsman (or directors of multiple agencies) serves a defined term and cannot be removed
without a significant justification through a formal process, such as impeachment for abuse of power.

75:

50: The director of the ombudsman (or directors of multiple agencies) serves a defined term, but can in some cases be
removed through a combination of official or unofficial pressure.

25:

0: The director of the ombudsman (or directors of multiple agencies) can be removed at the will of political leadership.

56d. In practice, the ombudsman agency (or agencies) has a professional, full-time staff.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Diario el Universo
Fecha: Junio 18, 2007 
Título: La defensoría del Pueblo sin capacidad para proteger derechos
Dirección: http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2007/06/18/0001/8/F5FB1212471E4DD386225D25996AA578.aspx

Federación Iberoamericana de Ombusdman
Título: se reestructura Defensoría del Pueblo en Ecuador
Fecha: 25 febrero de 2008 
Dirección: http://www.portalfio.org/inicio/content/view/536/86/

100: The ombudsman agency (or agencies) has staff sufficient to fulfill its basic mandate.

75:

50: The ombudsman agency (or agencies) has limited staff that hinders its ability to fulfill its basic mandate.

25:

0: The ombudsman agency (or agencies) has no staff, or a limited staff that is clearly unqualified to fulfill its mandate.

56e. In practice, agency appointments support the independence of the ombudsman agency (or agencies).

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Diario el Universo
Fecha: Junio 18, 2007 
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Título: La defensoría del Pueblo sin capacidad para proteger derechos
Dirección: http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2007/06/18/0001/8/F5FB1212471E4DD386225D25996AA578.aspx

Federación Iberoamericana de Ombusdman
Título: se reestructura Defensoría del Pueblo en Ecuador
Fecha: 25 febrero de 2008 
Dirección: http://www.portalfio.org/inicio/content/view/536/86/

100: Appointments to the agency (or agencies) are made based on professional qualifications. Individuals appointed are free
of conflicts of interest due to personal loyalties, family connections or other biases. Individuals appointed usually do not have
clear political party affiliations.

75:

50: Appointments are usually based on professional qualifications. Individuals appointed may have clear party loyalties.

25:

0: Appointments are often based on political considerations. Individuals appointed often have conflicts of interest due to
personal loyalties, family connections or other biases. Individuals appointed often have clear party loyalties.

56f. In practice, the ombudsman agency (or agencies) receives regular funding.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Diario el Universo
Fecha: Junio 18, 2007 
Título: La defensoría del Pueblo sin capacidad para proteger derechos
Dirección: http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2007/06/18/0001/8/F5FB1212471E4DD386225D25996AA578.aspx

Federación Iberoamericana de Ombusdman
Título: se reestructura Defensoría del Pueblo en Ecuador
Fecha: 25 febrero de 2008 
Dirección: http://www.portalfio.org/inicio/content/view/536/86/

100: The agency (or agencies) has a predictable source of funding that is fairly consistent from year to year. Political
considerations are not a major factor in determining agency funding.

75:

50: The agency (or agencies) has a regular source of funding, but may be pressured by cuts, or threats of cuts to the agency
budget. Political considerations have an effect on agency funding.

25:

0: Funding source is unreliable. Funding may be removed arbitrarily or as retaliation for agency functions.

56g. In practice, the ombudsman agency (or agencies) makes publicly available reports.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Diario el Universo
Fecha: Junio 18, 2007 
Título: La defensoría del Pueblo sin capacidad para proteger derechos
Dirección: http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2007/06/18/0001/8/F5FB1212471E4DD386225D25996AA578.aspx

Federación Iberoamericana de Ombusdman
Título: se reestructura Defensoría del Pueblo en Ecuador
Fecha: 25 febrero de 2008 
Dirección: http://www.portalfio.org/inicio/content/view/536/86/
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100: The agency (or agencies) makes regular, publicly available, substantial reports either to the legislature or directly to the
public outlining the full scope of its work.

75:

50: The agency (or agencies) makes publicly available reports to the legislature and/or directly to the public that are
sometimes delayed or incomplete.

25:

0: The agency (or agencies) makes no reports of its activities, or makes reports that are consistently out of date, unavailable
to the public, or insubstantial.

56h. In practice, when necessary, the national ombudsman (or equivalent agency or agencies) initiates investigations.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Diario el Universo
Fecha: Junio 18, 2007 
Título: La defensoría del Pueblo sin capacidad para proteger derechos
Dirección: http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2007/06/18/0001/8/F5FB1212471E4DD386225D25996AA578.aspx

Federación Iberoamericana de Ombusdman
Título: se reestructura Defensoría del Pueblo en Ecuador
Fecha: 25 febrero de 2008 
Dirección: http://www.portalfio.org/inicio/content/view/536/86/

100: The agency aggressively starts investigations — or participates fully with cooperating agencies’ investigations — into
judicial misconduct. The agency is fair in its application of this power.

75:

50: The agency will start or cooperate in investigations, but often relies on external pressure to set priorities, or has limited
effectiveness when investigating. The agency, though limited in effectiveness, is still fair in its application of power.

25:

0: The agency rarely investigates on its own or cooperates in other agencies’ investigations, or the agency is partisan in its
application of this power.

56i. In practice, when necessary, the national ombudsman (or equivalent agency or agencies) imposes penalties on
offenders.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Diario el Universo
Fecha: Junio 18, 2007 
Título: La defensoría del Pueblo sin capacidad para proteger derechos
Dirección: http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2007/06/18/0001/8/F5FB1212471E4DD386225D25996AA578.aspx

Federación Iberoamericana de Ombusdman
Título: se reestructura Defensoría del Pueblo en Ecuador
Fecha: 25 febrero de 2008 
Dirección: http://www.portalfio.org/inicio/content/view/536/86/

100: When rules violations are discovered, the agency is aggressive in penalizing offenders or in cooperating with other
agencies who penalize offenders.

75:

http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2007/06/18/0001/8/F5FB1212471E4DD386225D25996AA578.aspx
http://www.portalfio.org/inicio/content/view/536/86/
http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2007/06/18/0001/8/F5FB1212471E4DD386225D25996AA578.aspx
http://www.portalfio.org/inicio/content/view/536/86/


50: The agency enforces rules, but is limited in its effectiveness. The agency may be slow to act, unwilling to take on
politically powerful offenders, resistant to cooperating with other agencies, or occasionally unable to enforce its judgments.

25:

0: The agency does not effectively penalize offenders. The agency may make judgments but not enforce them, does not
cooperate with other agencies in enforcing penalties, or may fail to make reasonable judgments against offenders. The
agency may be partisan in its application of power.

56j. In practice, the government acts on the findings of the ombudsman agency (or agencies).

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Diario el Universo
Fecha: Junio 18, 2007 
Título: La defensoría del Pueblo sin capacidad para proteger derechos
Dirección: http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2007/06/18/0001/8/F5FB1212471E4DD386225D25996AA578.aspx

Federación Iberoamericana de Ombusdman
Título: se reestructura Defensoría del Pueblo en Ecuador
Fecha: 25 febrero de 2008 
Dirección: http://www.portalfio.org/inicio/content/view/536/86/

100: Ombudsman’s reports are taken seriously, with negative findings drawing prompt corrective action.

75:

50: In most cases, ombudsman’s reports are acted on, though some exceptions may occur for politically sensitive issues, or
particularly resistant agencies.

25:

0: Ombudsman’s reports are often ignored, or given superficial attention. Ombudsman’s reports do not lead to policy
changes.

56k. In practice, the ombudsman agency (or agencies) acts on citizen complaints within a reasonable time period.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Diario el Universo
Fecha: Junio 18, 2007 
Título: La defensoría del Pueblo sin capacidad para proteger derechos
Dirección: http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2007/06/18/0001/8/F5FB1212471E4DD386225D25996AA578.aspx

Federación Iberoamericana de Ombusdman
Título: se reestructura Defensoría del Pueblo en Ecuador
Fecha: 25 febrero de 2008 
Dirección: http://www.portalfio.org/inicio/content/view/536/86/

100: The agency (or agencies) acts on complaints quickly. While some backlog is expected and inevitable, complaints are
acknowledged promptly and investigations into serious abuses move steadily towards resolution. Citizens with simple issues
can expect a resolution within a month.

75:

50: The agency (or agencies) acts on complaints quickly, with some exceptions. Some complaints may not be
acknowledged, and simple issues may take more than two months to resolve.

25:

http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2007/06/18/0001/8/F5FB1212471E4DD386225D25996AA578.aspx
http://www.portalfio.org/inicio/content/view/536/86/
http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2007/06/18/0001/8/F5FB1212471E4DD386225D25996AA578.aspx
http://www.portalfio.org/inicio/content/view/536/86/


0: The agency (or agencies) cannot resolve complaints quickly. Complaints may be unacknowledged for more than a month,
and simple issues may take more than three months to resolve. Serious abuses are not investigated with any urgency.

57. Can citizens access the reports of the ombudsman?

57a. In law, citizens can access reports of the ombudsman(s).

YES NO

 

References:
Ley de Transparencia y Acceso a la Información Pública

YES: A YES score is earned if all ombudsman reports are publicly available.

NO: A NO score is earned if any ombudsman reports are not publicly available. This may include reports made exclusively
to the legislature or the executive, which those bodies may choose not to distribute the reports.

57b. In practice, citizens can access the reports of the ombudsman(s) within a reasonable time period.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Diario el Universo
Fecha: Junio 18, 2007 
Título: La defensoría del Pueblo sin capacidad para proteger derechos
Dirección: http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2007/06/18/0001/8/F5FB1212471E4DD386225D25996AA578.aspx

Federación Iberoamericana de Ombusdman
Título: se reestructura Defensoría del Pueblo en Ecuador
Fecha: 25 febrero de 2008 
Dirección: http://www.portalfio.org/inicio/content/view/536/86/

100: Reports are available on-line, or records can be obtained within two days. Records are uniformly available; there are no
delays for politically sensitive information.

75:

50: Reports take around two weeks to obtain. Some delays may be experienced.

25:

0: Reports take more than a month to acquire. In some cases, most records may be available sooner, but there may be
persistent delays in obtaining politically sensitive records.

57c. In practice, citizens can access the reports of the ombudsman(s) at a reasonable cost.

100 75 50 25 0
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References:
Diario el Universo
Fecha: Junio 18, 2007 
Título: La defensoría del Pueblo sin capacidad para proteger derechos
Dirección: http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2007/06/18/0001/8/F5FB1212471E4DD386225D25996AA578.aspx

Federación Iberoamericana de Ombusdman
Título: se reestructura Defensoría del Pueblo en Ecuador
Fecha: 25 febrero de 2008 
Dirección: http://www.portalfio.org/inicio/content/view/536/86/

100: Reports are free to all citizens, or available for the cost of photocopying. Reports can be obtained at little cost, such as
by mail, or on-line.

75:

50: Reports impose a financial burden on citizens, journalists or CSOs. Retrieving reports may require a visit to a specific
office, such as a regional or national capital.

25:

0: Retrieving reports imposes a major financial burden on citizens. Reports costs are prohibitive to most citizens, journalists,
or CSOs trying to access this information.

55. Is there a national ombudsman, public protector or equivalent agency (or collection of
agencies) covering the entire public sector?

55. In law, is there a national ombudsman, public protector or equivalent agency (or collection of agencies) covering the
entire public sector?

YES NO

 

References:
Constitución de la República del Ecuador, 
Título III de los Derechos, Garantías y Deberes
Capítulo 6 de las Garantías de los Derechos
Sección Cuarta de la Defensoría del Pueblo
Art. 96

Ley Orgánica de la Defensoría del Pueblo
Título I
Capítulo Único de la Defensoría del Pueblo

YES: A YES score is earned if there is a specific agency or set of agencies whose primary mandate is to investigate the
actions of government on the behalf of common citizens. This agency or set of agencies should be specifically charged with
seeking out and documenting abuses of power.

NO: A NO score is earned if no such agency or set of agencies exists, or that function is a secondary concern of a larger
body, such as the legislature.

100

65

59. Is the supreme audit institution effective?

59a. In law, the supreme audit institution is protected from political interference.

V-2. Supreme Audit Institution

56
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YES NO

Comments:
The General Comptroller is elected by the Executive from three candidates presented by Congress.

 

References:
Constitución de la República del Ecuador, 
Título VI de la Función Legislativa
Capítulo 1 del Congreso Nacional
Art. 130

YES: A YES score is earned only if the agency has some formal organizational independence from the government. A YES
score is earned even if the entity is legally separate but in practice staffed by partisans.

NO: A NO score is earned if the agency is a subordinate part of any government ministry or agency, such as the Department
of Interior or the Justice Department.

59b. In practice, the head of the audit agency is protected from removal without relevant justification.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Independencia del Control Gubernamental, 4 de marzo del 2008 
http://www.contraloria.gov.ec/CEPAT/doc/PONENCIAS/Ponencia_Independencia_Control_Gubernamental_2008.pdf

Propuesta de Implementación de la Oficina de Asuntos Éticos en la Contraloría, Comisión Técnica Especial de Ética Pública,
Probidad Administrativa y Transparencia CEPAT, 17 octubre 2007
http://www.contraloria.gov.ec/CEPAT/doc/PONENCIAS/Octubre2007/Apendice.pdf

100: The director of the agency serves a defined term and cannot be removed without a significant justification through a
formal process, such as impeachment for abuse of power.

75:

50: The director of the agency serves a defined term, but can in some cases be removed through a combination of official or
unofficial pressure.

25:

0: The director of the agency can be removed at the will of political leadership.

59c. In practice, the audit agency has a professional, full-time staff.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Independencia del Control Gubernamental, 4 de marzo del 2008 
http://www.contraloria.gov.ec/CEPAT/doc/PONENCIAS/Ponencia_Independencia_Control_Gubernamental_2008.pdf

Propuesta de Implementación de la Oficina de Asuntos Éticos en la Contraloría, Comisión Técnica Especial de Ética Pública,
Probidad Administrativa y Transparencia CEPAT, 17 octubre 2007
http://www.contraloria.gov.ec/CEPAT/doc/PONENCIAS/Octubre2007/Apendice.pdf
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100: The agency has staff sufficient to fulfill its basic mandate.

75:

50: The agency has limited staff that hinders it ability to fulfill its basic mandate.

25:

0: The agency has no staff, or a limited staff that is clearly unqualified to fulfill its mandate.

59d. In practice, audit agency appointments support the independence of the agency.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Independencia del Control Gubernamental, 4 de marzo del 2008 
http://www.contraloria.gov.ec/CEPAT/doc/PONENCIAS/Ponencia_Independencia_Control_Gubernamental_2008.pdf

Propuesta de Implementación de la Oficina de Asuntos Éticos en la Contraloría, Comisión Técnica Especial de Ética Pública,
Probidad Administrativa y Transparencia CEPAT, 17 octubre 2007
http://www.contraloria.gov.ec/CEPAT/doc/PONENCIAS/Octubre2007/Apendice.pdf

100: Appointments to the agency are made based on professional qualifications. Individuals appointed are free of conflicts of
interest due to personal loyalties, family connections or other biases. Individuals appointed usually do not have clear political
party affiliations.

75:

50: Appointments are usually based on professional qualifications. Individuals appointed may have clear party loyalties.

25:

0: Appointments are often based on political considerations. Individuals appointed often have conflicts of interest due to
personal loyalties, family connections or other biases. Individuals appointed often have clear party loyalties.

59e. In practice, the audit agency receives regular funding.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Independencia del Control Gubernamental, 4 de marzo del 2008 
http://www.contraloria.gov.ec/CEPAT/doc/PONENCIAS/Ponencia_Independencia_Control_Gubernamental_2008.pdf

Propuesta de Implementación de la Oficina de Asuntos Éticos en la Contraloría, Comisión Técnica Especial de Ética Pública,
Probidad Administrativa y Transparencia CEPAT, 17 octubre 2007
http://www.contraloria.gov.ec/CEPAT/doc/PONENCIAS/Octubre2007/Apendice.pdf

100: The agency has a predictable source of funding that is fairly consistent from year to year. Political considerations are
not a major factor in determining agency funding.

75:

50: The agency has a regular source of funding, but may be pressured by cuts, or threats of cuts to the agency budget.
Political considerations have an effect on agency funding.

25:

0: Funding source is unreliable. Funding may be removed arbitrarily or as retaliation for agency actions.
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59f. In practice, the audit agency makes regular public reports.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Independencia del Control Gubernamental, 4 de marzo del 2008 
http://www.contraloria.gov.ec/CEPAT/doc/PONENCIAS/Ponencia_Independencia_Control_Gubernamental_2008.pdf

Propuesta de Implementación de la Oficina de Asuntos Éticos en la Contraloría, Comisión Técnica Especial de Ética Pública,
Probidad Administrativa y Transparencia CEPAT, 17 octubre 2007
http://www.contraloria.gov.ec/CEPAT/doc/PONENCIAS/Octubre2007/Apendice.pdf

100: The agency makes regular, publicly available, substantial reports to the legislature and/or to the public directly outlining
the full scope of its work.

75:

50: The agency makes publicly available reports to the legislature and/or to the public directly that are sometimes delayed or
incomplete.

25:

0: The agency makes no reports of its activities, or makes reports that are consistently out of date, unavailable to the public,
or insubstantial.

59g. In practice, the government acts on the findings of the audit agency.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Independencia del Control Gubernamental, 4 de marzo del 2008 
http://www.contraloria.gov.ec/CEPAT/doc/PONENCIAS/Ponencia_Independencia_Control_Gubernamental_2008.pdf

Propuesta de Implementación de la Oficina de Asuntos Éticos en la Contraloría, Comisión Técnica Especial de Ética Pública,
Probidad Administrativa y Transparencia CEPAT, 17 octubre 2007
http://www.contraloria.gov.ec/CEPAT/doc/PONENCIAS/Octubre2007/Apendice.pdf

100: Audit agency reports are taken seriously, with negative findings drawing prompt corrective action.

75:

50: In most cases, audit agency reports are acted on, though some exceptions may occur for politically sensitive issues, or
particularly resistant agencies.

25:

0: Audit reports are often ignored, or given superficial attention. Audit reports do not lead to policy changes.

59h. In practice, the audit agency is able to initiate its own investigations.

100 75 50 25 0
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http://www.contraloria.gov.ec/CEPAT/doc/PONENCIAS/Octubre2007/Apendice.pdf
http://www.contraloria.gov.ec/CEPAT/doc/PONENCIAS/Ponencia_Independencia_Control_Gubernamental_2008.pdf
http://www.contraloria.gov.ec/CEPAT/doc/PONENCIAS/Octubre2007/Apendice.pdf


References:
Independencia del Control Gubernamental, 4 de marzo del 2008 
http://www.contraloria.gov.ec/CEPAT/doc/PONENCIAS/Ponencia_Independencia_Control_Gubernamental_2008.pdf

Propuesta de Implementación de la Oficina de Asuntos Éticos en la Contraloría, Comisión Técnica Especial de Ética Pública,
Probidad Administrativa y Transparencia CEPAT, 17 octubre 2007
http://www.contraloria.gov.ec/CEPAT/doc/PONENCIAS/Octubre2007/Apendice.pdf

100: The supreme audit institution can control the timing and pace of its investigations without any input from the executive
or legislature.

75:

50: The supreme audit institution can generally decide what to investigate, and when, but is subject to pressure from the
executive or legislature on politically sensitive issues.

25:

0: The supreme audit institution must rely on approval from the executive or legislature before initiating investigations.
Politically sensitive investigations are almost impossible to move forward on.

60. Can citizens access reports of the supreme audit institution?

60a. In law, citizens can access reports of the audit agency.

YES NO

 

References:
Ley de Transparencia y Acceso a la Información Pública

YES: A YES score is earned if all supreme auditor reports are available to the general public.

NO: A NO score is earned if any auditor reports are not publicly available. This may include reports made exclusively to the
legislature or the executive, which those bodies may choose not to distribute.

60b. In practice, citizens can access audit reports within a reasonable time period.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Independencia del Control Gubernamental, 4 de marzo del 2008 
http://www.contraloria.gov.ec/CEPAT/doc/PONENCIAS/Ponencia_Independencia_Control_Gubernamental_2008.pdf

Propuesta de Implementación de la Oficina de Asuntos Éticos en la Contraloría, Comisión Técnica Especial de Ética Pública,
Probidad Administrativa y Transparencia CEPAT, 17 octubre 2007
http://www.contraloria.gov.ec/CEPAT/doc/PONENCIAS/Octubre2007/Apendice.pdf

100: Reports are available on-line, or records can be obtained within two days. Reports are uniformly available; there are no
delays for politically sensitive information.

75:

50: Reports take around two weeks to obtain. Some delays may be experienced.

25:
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0: Reports take more than a month to acquire. In some cases, most reports may be available sooner, but there may be
persistent delays in obtaining politically sensitive records.

60c. In practice, citizens can access the audit reports at a reasonable cost.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Independencia del Control Gubernamental, 4 de marzo del 2008 
http://www.contraloria.gov.ec/CEPAT/doc/PONENCIAS/Ponencia_Independencia_Control_Gubernamental_2008.pdf

Propuesta de Implementación de la Oficina de Asuntos Éticos en la Contraloría, Comisión Técnica Especial de Ética Pública,
Probidad Administrativa y Transparencia CEPAT, 17 octubre 2007
http://www.contraloria.gov.ec/CEPAT/doc/PONENCIAS/Octubre2007/Apendice.pdf

100: Reports are free to all citizens, or available for the cost of photocopying. Reports can be obtained at little cost, such as
by mail, or on-line.

75:

50: Reports impose a financial burden on citizens, journalists or CSOs. Retrieving reports may require a visit to a specific
office, such as a regional or national capital.

25:

0: Retrieving reports imposes a major financial burden on citizens. Report costs are prohibitive to most citizens, journalists,
or CSOs trying to access this information.

58. Is there a national supreme audit institution, auditor general or equivalent agency
covering the entire public sector?

58. In law, is there a national supreme audit institution, auditor general or equivalent agency covering the entire public
sector?

YES NO

 

References:
Constitución de la República del Ecuador, 
Título X de los Organismos de Control
Capítulo 1 de la Contraloría General del Estado
Art. 212

Ley Orgánica de la Contraloría General del Estado

YES: A YES score is earned if there is a specific agency whose primary mandate is to audit and track the movement of
money through the government. This agency should be specifically charged to investigate and document the misuse of
funds. A system of agencies located in each department is equivalent.

NO: A NO score is earned if no such agency exists, or that function is a secondary concern of a larger body, such as the
executive.

100
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http://www.contraloria.gov.ec/CEPAT/doc/PONENCIAS/Ponencia_Independencia_Control_Gubernamental_2008.pdf
http://www.contraloria.gov.ec/CEPAT/doc/PONENCIAS/Octubre2007/Apendice.pdf


62. Is the tax collection agency effective?

62a. In practice, the tax collection agency has a professional, full-time staff.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Tributos y Corrupción�, Nicanor Merchán, Diario el Mercurio, 6 de enero de 2008 
http://elmercurio.com.ec/web/titulares.php?
seccion=c9sVR2A&codigo=m1KGtgUujb&nuevo_mes=01&nuevo_ano=2008&dias=06&noticias=2008-01-06

 SRI destapa paraíso de la corrupción tributaria en el sector privado ecuatoriano�, Ecuador Inmediato, 9 de Octubre
2007 http://www.ecuadorinmediato.com/noticias/61919

100: The agency has staff sufficient to fulfill its basic mandate.

75:

50: The agency has limited staff that hinders its ability to fulfill its basic mandate.

25:

0: The agency has no staff, or a limited staff that is clearly unqualified to fulfill its mandate.

62b. In practice, the tax agency receives regular funding.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Tributos y Corrupción�, Nicanor Merchán, Diario el Mercurio, 6 de enero de 2008 
http://elmercurio.com.ec/web/titulares.php?
seccion=c9sVR2A&codigo=m1KGtgUujb&nuevo_mes=01&nuevo_ano=2008&dias=06&noticias=2008-01-06

 SRI destapa paraíso de la corrupción tributaria en el sector privado ecuatoriano�, Ecuador Inmediato, 9 de Octubre
2007 http://www.ecuadorinmediato.com/noticias/61919

100: The agency has a predictable source of funding that is fairly consistent from year to year. Political considerations are
not a major factor in determining agency funding.

75:

50: The agency has a regular source of funding, but may be pressured by cuts, or threats of cuts to the agency budget.
Political considerations have an effect on agency funding.

25:

0: Funding source is unreliable. Funding may be removed arbitrarily or as retaliation for agency actions.

65. Is the customs and excise agency effective?

100

50

http://elmercurio.com.ec/web/titulares.php?seccion=c9sVR2A&codigo=m1KGtgUujb&nuevo_mes=01&nuevo_ano=2008&dias=06&noticias=2008-01-06
http://www.ecuadorinmediato.com/noticias/61919
http://elmercurio.com.ec/web/titulares.php?seccion=c9sVR2A&codigo=m1KGtgUujb&nuevo_mes=01&nuevo_ano=2008&dias=06&noticias=2008-01-06
http://www.ecuadorinmediato.com/noticias/61919


65a. In practice, the customs and excise agency has a professional, full-time staff.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Tributos y Corrupción�, Nicanor Merchán, Diario el Mercurio, 6 de enero de 2008 
http://elmercurio.com.ec/web/titulares.php?
seccion=c9sVR2A&codigo=m1KGtgUujb&nuevo_mes=01&nuevo_ano=2008&dias=06¬icias=2008-01-06

 SRI destapa paraíso de la corrupción tributaria en el sector privado ecuatoriano�, Ecuador Inmediato, 9 de Octubre
2007 http://www.ecuadorinmediato.com/noticias/61919

100: The agency has staff sufficient to fulfill its basic mandate.

75:

50: The agency has limited staff that hinders its ability to fulfill its basic mandate.

25:

0: The agency has no staff, or a limited staff that is clearly unqualified to fulfill its mandate.

65b. In practice, the customs and excise agency receives regular funding.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Tributos y Corrupción�, Nicanor Merchán, Diario el Mercurio, 6 de enero de 2008 
http://elmercurio.com.ec/web/titulares.php?
seccion=c9sVR2A&codigo=m1KGtgUujb&nuevo_mes=01&nuevo_ano=2008&dias=06¬icias=2008-01-06

 SRI destapa paraíso de la corrupción tributaria en el sector privado ecuatoriano�, Ecuador Inmediato, 9 de Octubre
2007 http://www.ecuadorinmediato.com/noticias/61919

100: The agency has a predictable source of funding that is fairly consistent from year to year. Political considerations are
not a major factor in determining agency funding.

75:

50: The agency has a regular source of funding, but may be pressured by cuts, or threats of cuts to the agency budget.
Political considerations have an effect on agency funding.

25:

0: Funding source is unreliable. Funding may be removed arbitrarily or as retaliation for agency actions.

61. Is there a national tax collection agency?

61. In law, is there a national tax collection agency?

100

http://elmercurio.com.ec/web/titulares.php?seccion=c9sVR2A&codigo=m1KGtgUujb&nuevo_mes=01&nuevo_ano=2008&dias=06%C2%ACicias=2008-01-06
http://www.ecuadorinmediato.com/noticias/61919
http://elmercurio.com.ec/web/titulares.php?seccion=c9sVR2A&codigo=m1KGtgUujb&nuevo_mes=01&nuevo_ano=2008&dias=06%C2%ACicias=2008-01-06
http://www.ecuadorinmediato.com/noticias/61919


YES NO

 

References:
Ley de Creación del Servicio de Rentas Internas

YES: A YES score is earned if there is a national agency formally mandated to collect taxes.

NO: A NO score is earned if that function is spread over several agencies, or does not exist. A NO score is earned if national
government ministries can collect taxes independently.

63. Are tax laws enforced uniformly and without discrimination?

63. In practice, are tax laws enforced uniformly and without discrimination?

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Tributos y Corrupción�, Nicanor Merchán, Diario el Mercurio, 6 de enero de 2008 
http://elmercurio.com.ec/web/titulares.php?
seccion=c9sVR2A&codigo=m1KGtgUujb&nuevo_mes=01&nuevo_ano=2008&dias=06&noticias=2008-01-06

 SRI destapa paraíso de la corrupción tributaria en el sector privado ecuatoriano�, Ecuador Inmediato, 9 de Octubre
2007 http://www.ecuadorinmediato.com/noticias/61919

100: Tax laws (which may be economically unfair as written) are enforced consistently for all citizens. No general group of
citizens is more or less likely to evade tax law than another.

75:

50: Tax laws are generally enforced consistently, but some exceptions exist. For example, some groups may occasionally
evade tax law. Some arbitrary and discriminatory tax rules exist.

25:

0: Tax law is unequally applied. Some groups of citizens are consistently more or less likely to evade tax law than others.
Tax regulations are, as a rule, written to be discriminatory and/or arbitrary.

64. Is there a national customs and excise agency?

64. In law, is there a national customs and excise agency?

YES NO

 

References:
Ley Orgánica de Aduanas
Título III de los Órganos de la Administración Aduanera
Capítulo II de la Corporación Aduanera Ecuatoriana

50

100

http://elmercurio.com.ec/web/titulares.php?seccion=c9sVR2A&codigo=m1KGtgUujb&nuevo_mes=01&nuevo_ano=2008&dias=06&noticias=2008-01-06
http://www.ecuadorinmediato.com/noticias/61919


YES: A YES score is earned if there is an agency formally mandated to collect excises and inspect customs.

NO: A NO score is earned if that function is spread over several agencies, or does not exist.

66. Are customs and excise laws enforced uniformly and without discrimination?

66. In practice, are customs and excise laws enforced uniformly and without discrimination?

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Tributos y Corrupción�, Nicanor Merchán, Diario el Mercurio, 6 de enero de 2008 
http://elmercurio.com.ec/web/titulares.php?
seccion=c9sVR2A&codigo=m1KGtgUujb&nuevo_mes=01&nuevo_ano=2008&dias=06¬icias=2008-01-06

 SRI destapa paraíso de la corrupción tributaria en el sector privado ecuatoriano�, Ecuador Inmediato, 9 de Octubre
2007 http://www.ecuadorinmediato.com/noticias/61919

100: Customs and excise laws (which may be economically unfair as written) are enforced consistently for all citizens. No
general group of citizens is more or less likely to evade customs than another.

75:

50: Customs and excise laws are generally enforced consistently, but some exceptions exist. For example, some groups
may occasionally evade customs requirements.

25:

0: Customs and excise laws are unequally applied. Some groups of citizens are consistently more or less likely to evade
customs and excise laws than others.

25

71

68. Is the agency, series of agencies, or equivalent mechanism overseeing state-owned
companies effective?

68a. In law, the agency, series of agencies, or equivalent mechanism overseeing state-owned companies is protected from
political interference.

YES NO

 

References:
Ley de Creación del Fondo de Solidaridad
Art. 1

V-4. State-Owned Enterprises

75

http://elmercurio.com.ec/web/titulares.php?seccion=c9sVR2A&codigo=m1KGtgUujb&nuevo_mes=01&nuevo_ano=2008&dias=06%C2%ACicias=2008-01-06
http://www.ecuadorinmediato.com/noticias/61919


YES: A YES score is earned only if the agency, series of agencies, or equivalent mechanism has some formal operational
independence from the government. A YES score is earned even if the entity is legally separate but in practice staffed by
partisans.

NO: A NO score is earned if the agency, series of agencies, or equivalent mechanism is a subordinate part of any
government ministry or agency.

68b. In practice, the agency, series of agencies, or equivalent mechanism overseeing state-owned companies has a
professional, full-time staff.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
El Fondo nido de problemas, Revista Vistazo, 
http://www.vistazo.com/webpages/edicionanterior.php?ID=171&edicion=915&sID=2

Gobierno cierra Fondo de Solidaridad, Ecuador Inmediato, 
http://www.ecuadorinmediato.com/noticias/76893

Naufragio anunciado, Revista Vistazo, 
http://www.vistazo.com/webpages/edicionanterior.php?edicion=967&sID=2

100: The agency, series of agencies, or equivalent mechanism has staff sufficient to fulfill its basic mandate.

75:

50: The agency, series of agencies, or equivalent mechanism has limited staff that hinders its ability to fulfill its basic
mandate.

25:

0: The agency, series of agencies, or equivalent mechanism has no staff, or a limited staff that is clearly unqualified to fulfill
its mandate.

68c. In practice, the agency, series of agencies, or equivalent mechanism overseeing state-owned companies receives
regular funding.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
El Fondo nido de problemas, Revista Vistazo, 
http://www.vistazo.com/webpages/edicionanterior.php?ID=171&edicion=915&sID=2

Gobierno cierra Fondo de Solidaridad, Ecuador Inmediato, 
http://www.ecuadorinmediato.com/noticias/76893

Naufragio anunciado, Revista Vistazo, 
http://www.vistazo.com/webpages/edicionanterior.php?edicion=967&sID=2

100: The agency, series of agencies, or equivalent mechanism has a predictable source of funding that is fairly consistent
from year to year. Political considerations are not a major factor in determining agency funding.

75:

50: The agency, series of agencies, or equivalent mechanism has a regular source of funding, but may be pressured by
cuts, or threats of cuts to the agency budget. Political considerations have an effect on agency funding.

25:

0: Funding source is unreliable. Funding may be removed arbitrarily or as retaliation for agency functions.

http://www.vistazo.com/webpages/edicionanterior.php?ID=171&edicion=915&sID=2
http://www.ecuadorinmediato.com/noticias/76893
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68d. In practice, when necessary, the agency, series of agencies, or equivalent mechanism overseeing state-owned
companies independently initiates investigations.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
El Fondo nido de problemas, Revista Vistazo, 
http://www.vistazo.com/webpages/edicionanterior.php?ID=171&edicion=915&sID=2

Gobierno cierra Fondo de Solidaridad, Ecuador Inmediato, 
http://www.ecuadorinmediato.com/noticias/76893

Naufragio anunciado, Revista Vistazo, 
http://www.vistazo.com/webpages/edicionanterior.php?edicion=967&sID=2

100: When irregularities are discovered, the agency, series of agencies, or equivalent mechamism is aggressive in
investigating and/or in cooperating with other investigative bodies.

75:

50: The agency, series of agencies, or equivalent mechanism starts investigations, but is limited in its effectiveness or in its
cooperation with other investigative agencies. The agency, series of agencies, or equivalent mechanism may be slow to act,
unwilling to take on politically powerful offenders, or occasionally unable to enforce its judgments.

25:

0: The agency, series of agencies, or equivalent mechanism does not effectively investigate financial irregularities or
cooperate with other investigative agencies. The agency, series of agencies, or equivalent mechanism may start
investigations but not complete them, or may fail to detect offenders. The agency may be partisan in its application of power.

68e. In practice, when necessary, the agency, series of agencies, or equivalent mechanism overseeing state-owned
companies imposes penalties on offenders.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
El Fondo nido de problemas, Revista Vistazo, 
http://www.vistazo.com/webpages/edicionanterior.php?ID=171&edicion=915&sID=2

Gobierno cierra Fondo de Solidaridad, Ecuador Inmediato, 
http://www.ecuadorinmediato.com/noticias/76893

Naufragio anunciado, Revista Vistazo, 
http://www.vistazo.com/webpages/edicionanterior.php?edicion=967&sID=2

100: When rules violations are discovered, the agency, series of agencies, or equivalent mechanism is aggressive in
penalizing offenders and/or in cooperating with other agencies that impose penalties.

75:

50: The agency, series of agencies, or equivalent mechanism enforces rules, but is limited in its effectiveness or reluctant to
cooperate with other agencies. The agency, series of agencies, or equivalent mechanism may be slow to act, unwilling to
take on politically powerful offenders, or occasionally unable to enforce its judgments.

25:

0: The agency, series of agencies, or equivalent mechanism does not effectively penalize offenders or refuses to cooperate
with other agencies that enforce penalties. The agency, series of agencies, or equivalent mechanism may make judgments
but not enforce them, or may fail to make reasonable judgments against offenders. The agency, series of agencies, or
equivalent mechanism may be partisan in its application of power.

http://www.vistazo.com/webpages/edicionanterior.php?ID=171&edicion=915&sID=2
http://www.ecuadorinmediato.com/noticias/76893
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http://www.vistazo.com/webpages/edicionanterior.php?edicion=967&sID=2


69. Can citizens access the financial records of state-owned companies?

69a. In law, citizens can access the financial records of state-owned companies.

YES NO

 

References:
Ley de Transparencia y Acceso a la Información Pública

YES: A YES score is earned if the financial information of all state-owned companies is required by law to be public. State-
owned companies are defined as companies owned in whole or in part by the government.

NO: A NO score is earned if any category of state-owned company is exempt from this rule, or no such rules exist.

69b. In practice, the financial records of state-owned companies are regularly updated.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
El Fondo nido de problemas, Revista Vistazo, 
http://www.vistazo.com/webpages/edicionanterior.php?ID=171&edicion=915&sID=2

Gobierno cierra Fondo de Solidaridad, Ecuador Inmediato, 
http://www.ecuadorinmediato.com/noticias/76893

Naufragio anunciado, Revista Vistazo, 
http://www.vistazo.com/webpages/edicionanterior.php?edicion=967&sID=2

100: State-owned companies always publicly disclose financial data, which is generally accurate and up to date.

75:

50: State-owned companies disclose financial data, but it is flawed. Some companies may misstate financial data, file the
information behind schedule, or not publicly disclose certain data.

25:

0: Financial data is not publicly available, or is consistently superficial or otherwise of no value.

69c. In practice, the financial records of state-owned companies are audited according to international accounting standards.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
El Fondo nido de problemas, Revista Vistazo, 
http://www.vistazo.com/webpages/edicionanterior.php?ID=171&edicion=915&sID=2

Gobierno cierra Fondo de Solidaridad, Ecuador Inmediato, 
http://www.ecuadorinmediato.com/noticias/76893
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Naufragio anunciado, Revista Vistazo, 
http://www.vistazo.com/webpages/edicionanterior.php?edicion=967&sID=2

100: Financial records of all state-owned companies are regularly audited by a trained third party auditor using accepted
international standards.

75:

50: Financial records of state-owned companies are regularly audited, but exceptions may exist. Some companies may use
flawed or deceptive accounting procedures, or some companies may be exempted from this requirement.

25:

0: State-owned companies are not audited, or the audits have no functional value. The auditors may collude with the
companies in providing misleading or false information to the public.

69d. In practice, citizens can access the financial records of state-owned companies within a reasonable time period.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
El Fondo nido de problemas, Revista Vistazo, 
http://www.vistazo.com/webpages/edicionanterior.php?ID=171&edicion=915&sID=2

Gobierno cierra Fondo de Solidaridad, Ecuador Inmediato, 
http://www.ecuadorinmediato.com/noticias/76893

Naufragio anunciado, Revista Vistazo, 
http://www.vistazo.com/webpages/edicionanterior.php?edicion=967&sID=2

100: Records are available on-line, or records can be obtained within two days. Records are uniformly available; there are
no delays for politically sensitive information.

75:

50: Records take around two weeks to obtain. Some delays may be experienced.

25:

0: Records take more than a month to acquire. In some cases, most records may be available sooner, but there may be
persistent delays in obtaining politically sensitive records.

69e. In practice, citizens can access the financial records of state-owned companies at a reasonable cost.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
El Fondo nido de problemas, Revista Vistazo, 
http://www.vistazo.com/webpages/edicionanterior.php?ID=171&edicion=915&sID=2

Gobierno cierra Fondo de Solidaridad, Ecuador Inmediato, 
http://www.ecuadorinmediato.com/noticias/76893

Naufragio anunciado, Revista Vistazo, 
http://www.vistazo.com/webpages/edicionanterior.php?edicion=967&sID=2

100: Records are free to all citizens, or available for the cost of photocopying. Records can be obtained at little cost, such as
by mail, or on-line.

75:
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50: Records impose a financial burden on citizens, journalists or CSOs. Retrieving records may require a visit to a specific
office, such as a regional or national capital.

25:

0: Retrieving records imposes a major financial burden on citizens. Records costs are prohibitive to most citizens,
journalists, or CSOs trying to access this information.

67. Is there an agency, series of agencies, or equivalent mechanism overseeing state-owned
companies?

67. In law, is there an agency, series of agencies, or equivalent mechanism overseeing state-owned companies?

YES NO

 

References:
Constitución de la República del Ecuador, 
Título XII del Sistema Económico
Capítulo 1 Principios Generales
Art. 250

Reglamento a la Ley de Creación del Fondo de Solidaridad
Capítulo V Participación del Fondo de Solidaridad en Empresas
Art. 45

YES: A YES score is earned if there is an agency, series of agencies, or equivalent mechanism tasked with overseeing the
conduct and performance of state-owned companies on behalf of the public. A YES score can be earned if several
government agencies or ministries oversee different state-owned enterprises. State-owned companies are defined as
companies owned in whole or in part by the government.

NO: A NO score is earned if this function does not exist, or if some state-owned companies are free from government
oversight.

100

78

70. Are business licenses available to all citizens?

70a. In law, anyone may apply for a business license.

YES NO

 

References:
Constitución Política de la República del Ecuador
Título III de los Derechos, Garantías y Deberes
Capítulo 2 de los Derechos Civiles
Art. 23, Numeral 16

Código de Comercio
Título I de los Comerciantes

V-5. Business Licensing and Regulation

38



Sección I de las Personas Capaces para Ejercer el Comercio
Art. 6

YES: A YES score is earned if no particular group or category of citizens is excluded from applying for a business license,
when required. A YES score is also earned if basic business licenses are not required.

NO: A NO score is earned if any group of citizens are categorically excluded from applying for a business license, when
required

70b. In law, a complaint mechanism exists if a business license request is denied.

YES NO

 

References:
N/A

YES: A YES score is earned if there is a formal process for appealing a rejected license.

NO: A NO score is earned if no such mechanism exists.

70c. In practice, citizens can obtain any necessary business license (i.e. for a small import business) within a reasonable
time period.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Doing Bussiness 2008, The World Bank, 
http://www.doingbusiness.org/ExploreEconomies/?economyid=60

Agenda Interna – Ecuador Posible 2008, Cámara de Comercio de Quito, 
http://www.ccq.org.ec/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=25&&Itemid=60

100: Licenses are not required, or licenses can be obtained within roughly one week.

75:

50: Licensing is required and takes around one month. Some groups may be delayed up to a three months

25:

0: Licensing takes more than three months for most groups. Some groups may wait six months to one year to get necessary
licenses.

70d. In practice, citizens can obtain any necessary business license (i.e. for a small import business) at a reasonable cost.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Doing Bussiness 2008, The World Bank, 
http://www.doingbusiness.org/ExploreEconomies/?economyid=60

http://www.doingbusiness.org/ExploreEconomies/?economyid=60
http://www.ccq.org.ec/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=25&&Itemid=60
http://www.doingbusiness.org/ExploreEconomies/?economyid=60


Agenda Interna – Ecuador Posible 2008, Cámara de Comercio de Quito, 
http://www.ccq.org.ec/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=25&&Itemid=60

100: Licenses are not required, or licenses are free. Licenses can be obtained at little cost to the organization, such as by
mail, or on-line.

75:

50: Licenses are required, and impose a financial burden on the organization. Licenses may require a visit to a specific
office, such as a regional or national capital.

25:

0: Licenses are required, and impose a major financial burden on the organization. Licensing costs are prohibitive to the
organization.

71. Are there transparent business regulatory requirements for basic health, environmental,
and safety standards?

71a. In law, basic business regulatory requirements for meeting public health standards are transparent and publicly
available.

YES NO

 

References:
Ley Orgánica de Salud
Libro Tercero Vigilancia y Control Sanitario
Disposiciones Comunes
Arts. 129, 134

Capítulo I del Registro Sanitario

YES: A YES score is earned if basic regulatory requirements for meeting public health standards are publicly accessible and
transparent.

NO: A NO score is earned if such requirements are not made public or are otherwise not transparent.

71b. In law, basic business regulatory requirements for meeting public environmental standards are transparent and publicly
available.

YES NO

 

References:
Ley de Prevención y Control de la Contaminación Ambiental

YES: A YES score is earned if basic regulatory requirements for meeting public environmental standards are publicly
accessible and transparent.

NO: A NO score is earned if such requirements are not made public or are otherwise not transparent.

71c. In law, basic business regulatory requirements for meeting public safety standards are transparent and publicly
available.

100

http://www.ccq.org.ec/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=25&&Itemid=60


YES NO

 

References:
Código Penal
Título V de los Delitos Contra la Seguridad Pública

Código del Trabajo
Título IV de los Riesgos del Trabajo

YES: A YES score is earned if basic regulatory requirements for meeting public safety standards are publicly accessible and
transparent.

NO: A NO score is earned if such requirements are not made public or are otherwise not transparent.

72. Does government effectively enforce basic health, environmental, and safety standards
on businesses?

72a. In practice, business inspections by government officials to ensure public health standards are being met are carried out
in a uniform and even-handed manner.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Agenda Interna – Ecuador Posible 2008, Cámara de Comercio de Quito, 
http://www.ccq.org.ec/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=25&&Itemid=60

100: Business inspections by the government to ensure that public health standards are being met are designed and carried
out in such a way as to ensure comprehensive compliance by all businesses with transparent regulatory requirements.

75:

50: Business inspections by the government to ensure public health standards are met are generally carried out in an even-
handed way though exceptions exist. Bribes are occasionally paid to extract favorable treatment or expedited processing.

25:

0: Business inspections to ensure that public health standards are met are routinely carried out by government officials in an
ad hoc, arbitrary fashion designed to extract extra payments from businesses in exchange for favorable treatment.

72b. In practice, business inspections by government officials to ensure public environmental standards are being met are
carried out in a uniform and even-handed manner.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Agenda Interna – Ecuador Posible 2008, Cámara de Comercio de Quito, 
http://www.ccq.org.ec/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=25&&Itemid=60

100: Business inspections by the government to ensure that public environmental standards are being met are designed and
carried out in such a way as to ensure comprehensive compliance by all businesses with transparent regulatory
requirements.

25

http://www.ccq.org.ec/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=25&&Itemid=60
http://www.ccq.org.ec/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=25&&Itemid=60


75:

50: Business inspections by the government to ensure public environmental standards are met are generally carried out in
an even-handed way though exceptions exist. Bribes are occasionally paid to extract favorable treatment or expedited
processing.

25:

0: Business inspections to ensure that public environmental standards are met are routinely carried out by government
officials in an ad hoc, arbitrary fashion designed to extract extra payments from businesses in exchange for favorable
treatment.

72c. In practice, business inspections by government officials to ensure public safety standards are being met are carried out
in a uniform and even-handed manner.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Agenda Interna – Ecuador Posible 2008, Cámara de Comercio de Quito, 
http://www.ccq.org.ec/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=25&&Itemid=60

100: Business inspections by the government to ensure that public safety standards are being met are designed and carried
out in such a way as to ensure comprehensive compliance by all businesses with transparent regulatory requirements.

75:

50: Business inspections by the government to ensure public safety standards are met are generally carried out in an even-
handed way though exceptions exist. Bribes are occasionally paid to extract favorable treatment or expedited processing.

25:

0: Business inspections to ensure that public safety standards are met are routinely carried out by government officials in an
ad hoc, arbitrary fashion designed to extract extra payments from businesses in exchange for favorable treatment.

54
Category VI. Anti-Corruption and Rule of Law

47

73. Is there legislation criminalizing corruption?

73a. In law, attempted corruption is illegal.

YES NO

 

References:
N/A

YES: A YES score is earned if corruption laws include attempted acts.

VI-1. Anti-Corruption Law

67

http://www.ccq.org.ec/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=25&&Itemid=60


NO: A NO score is earned if this is not illegal.

73b. In law, extortion is illegal.

YES NO

 

References:
Código Penal
Título X de los Delitos Contra la Propiedad
Capítulo IV de la Extorsión

YES: A YES score is earned if corruption laws include extortion. Extortion is defined as demanding favorable treatment
(such as a bribe) to withhold a punishment.

NO: A NO score is earned if this is not illegal.

73c. In law, offering a bribe (i.e. active corruption) is illegal.

YES NO

 

References:
N/A

YES: A YES score is earned if offering a bribe is illegal.

NO: A NO score is earned if this is not illegal.

73d. In law, receiving a bribe (i.e. passive corruption) is illegal.

YES NO

 

References:
Código Penal
Título III de los Delitos Contra la Administración Pública
Capítulo VII Del Cohecho

YES: A YES score is earned if receiving a bribe is illegal.

NO: A NO score is earned if this is not illegal.

73e. In law, bribing a foreign official is illegal.

YES NO



 

References:
N/A

YES: A YES score is earned if bribing a foreign official is illegal.

NO: A NO score is earned if this is not illegal.

73f. In law, using public resources for private gain is illegal.

YES NO

 

References:
Código Penal
Título III de los Delitos Contra la Administración Pública
Capítulo … (Ley 6) del Enriquecimiento Ilícito
Art.(1)
Capítulo V de la Violación de los Deberes de Funcionarios Públicos, de la Usurpación de Atribuciones y de los Abusos de
Autoridad
Arts. 257, 257a

YES: A YES score is earned if using public resources for private gain is illegal.

NO: A NO score is earned if this is not illegal.

73g. In law, using confidential state information for private gain is illegal.

YES NO

 

References:
Ley Orgánica de Servicio Civil y Carrera Administrativa y de Unificación y Homologación de las Remuneraciones del Sector
Público
Libro I del Servicio Civil y Carrera Administrativa
Título III del Régimen Interno de Administración de Recursos Humanos
Capítulo IV del Régimen Disciplinario
Art. 44

YES: A YES score is earned if using confidential state information for private gain is illegal.

NO: A NO score is earned if this is not illegal.

73h. In law, money laundering is illegal.

YES NO

 

References:
Ley para Reprimir el Lavado de Activos

YES: A YES score is earned if money laundering is illegal. Money laundering is defined as concealing the origin of funds to
hide wrongdoing or avoid confiscation.



NO: A NO score is earned if this is not illegal.

73i. In law, conspiracy to commit a crime (i.e. organized crime) is illegal.

YES NO

 

References:
Código Penal
Libro Primero de las Infracciones, de las Personas Responsables de las Infracciones y de las Penas en General
Capítulo I de la Infracción Consumada y de la Tentativa
Art. 17

YES: A YES score is earned if organized crime is illegal.

NO: A NO score is earned if this is not illegal.

67

75. Is the anti-corruption agency effective?

75a. In law, the anti-corruption agency (or agencies) is protected from political interference.

YES NO

Comments:
In the case of the Anti-Corruption Secretariat, there is no specific legal protection from political interference.

 

References:
Ley de la Comisión de Control Cívico de la Corrupción
Título I de su Naturaleza
Art. 1

YES: A YES score is earned only if the agency (or agencies) has some formal organizational or operational independence
from the government. A YES score is earned even if the agency/agencies is legally separate but in practice staffed by
partisans.

NO: A NO score is earned if the agency (or agencies) is a subordinate part of any government ministry or agency, such as
the Department of Interior or the Justice Department, in such a way that limits its operational independence.

75b. In practice, the anti-corruption agency (or agencies) is protected from political interference.

100 75 50 25 0

 

VI-2. Anti-Corruption Agency

53



References:
Secretaría anticorrupción investiga a la AGD, Secretaría Nacional Anticorrupción,
Boletín de Prensa, 30 de junio de 2008 
http://www.sna.gov.ec/sna/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=169&Itemid=37

Fue posesionado nuevo Secretario Nacional Anticorrupción, Diario el Universo, 18 de marzo del 2008 
http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2008/03/18/0001/8/CC5DB326B6174CEFB63C4F0E130845E9.aspx

100: This agency (or agencies) operates independently of the political process, without incentive or pressure to render
favorable judgments in politically sensitive cases. Investigations can operate without hindrance from the government,
including access to politically sensitive information. .

75:

50: This agency (or agencies) is typically independent, yet is sometimes influenced in its work by negative or positive
political incentives. This may include favorable or unfavorable public criticism by the government, political appointments, or
other forms of influence. The agency (or agencies) may not be provided with some information needed to carry out its
investigations.

25:

0: This agency (or agencies) is commonly influenced by political or personal incentives. These may include conflicting family
relationships, professional partnerships, or other personal loyalties. Negative incentives may include threats, harassment or
other abuses of power. The agency (or agencies) cannot compel the government to reveal sensitive information.

75c. In practice, the head of the anti-corruption agency (or agencies) is protected from removal without relevant justification.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Secretaría anticorrupción investiga a la AGD, Secretaría Nacional Anticorrupción,
Boletín de Prensa, 30 de junio de 2008 
http://www.sna.gov.ec/sna/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=169&Itemid=37

Fue posesionado nuevo Secretario Nacional Anticorrupción, Diario el Universo, 18 de marzo del 2008 
http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2008/03/18/0001/8/CC5DB326B6174CEFB63C4F0E130845E9.aspx

100: The director(s) cannot be removed without a significant justification through a formal process, such as impeachment for
abuse of power.

75:

50: The director(s) can in some cases be removed through a combination of official or unofficial pressure.

25:

0: The director(s) can be removed at the will of political leadership.

75d. In practice, appointments to the anti-corruption agency (or agencies) are based on professional criteria.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Secretaría anticorrupción investiga a la AGD, Secretaría Nacional Anticorrupción,
Boletín de Prensa, 30 de junio de 2008 
http://www.sna.gov.ec/sna/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=169&Itemid=37

Fue posesionado nuevo Secretario Nacional Anticorrupción, Diario el Universo, 18 de marzo del 2008 
http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2008/03/18/0001/8/CC5DB326B6174CEFB63C4F0E130845E9.aspx

http://www.sna.gov.ec/sna/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=169&Itemid=37
http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2008/03/18/0001/8/CC5DB326B6174CEFB63C4F0E130845E9.aspx
http://www.sna.gov.ec/sna/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=169&Itemid=37
http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2008/03/18/0001/8/CC5DB326B6174CEFB63C4F0E130845E9.aspx
http://www.sna.gov.ec/sna/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=169&Itemid=37
http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2008/03/18/0001/8/CC5DB326B6174CEFB63C4F0E130845E9.aspx


100: Appointments to the agency (or agencies) are made based on professional qualifications. Individuals appointed are free
of conflicts of interest arising from personal loyalties, family connections or other biases. Individuals appointed usually do not
have clear political party affiliations.

75:

50: Appointments are usually based on professional qualifications. Individuals appointed may have clear party loyalties,
however.

25:

0: Appointments are often based on political considerations. Individuals appointed often have conflicts of interest arising
from personal loyalties, family connections or other biases. Individuals appointed often have clear party loyalties.

75e. In practice, the anti-corruption agency (or agencies) has a professional, full-time staff.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Secretaría anticorrupción investiga a la AGD, Secretaría Nacional Anticorrupción,
Boletín de Prensa, 30 de junio de 2008 
http://www.sna.gov.ec/sna/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=169&Itemid=37

Fue posesionado nuevo Secretario Nacional Anticorrupción, Diario el Universo, 18 de marzo del 2008 
http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2008/03/18/0001/8/CC5DB326B6174CEFB63C4F0E130845E9.aspx

100: The agency (or agencies) has staff sufficient to fulfill its basic mandate.

75:

50: The agency (or agencies) has limited staff, or staff without necessary qualifications to fulfill its basic mandate.

25:

0: The agency (or agencies) has no staff, or a limited staff, that is clearly unqualified to fulfill its mandate.

75f. In practice, the anti-corruption agency (or agencies) receives regular funding.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Secretaría anticorrupción investiga a la AGD, Secretaría Nacional Anticorrupción,
Boletín de Prensa, 30 de junio de 2008 
http://www.sna.gov.ec/sna/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=169&Itemid=37

Fue posesionado nuevo Secretario Nacional Anticorrupción, Diario el Universo, 18 de marzo del 2008 
http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2008/03/18/0001/8/CC5DB326B6174CEFB63C4F0E130845E9.aspx

100: The agency (or agencies) has a predictable source of funding that is fairly consistent from year to year. Political
considerations are not a major factor in determining agency funding.

75:

50: The agency (or agencies) has a regular source of funding, but may be pressured by cuts, or threats of cuts to the agency
budget. Political considerations have an effect on agency funding.

25:

0: The agency’s funding sources are unreliable. Funding may be removed arbitrarily or as retaliation for agency actions.

http://www.sna.gov.ec/sna/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=169&Itemid=37
http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2008/03/18/0001/8/CC5DB326B6174CEFB63C4F0E130845E9.aspx
http://www.sna.gov.ec/sna/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=169&Itemid=37
http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2008/03/18/0001/8/CC5DB326B6174CEFB63C4F0E130845E9.aspx


75g. In practice, the anti-corruption agency (or agencies) makes regular public reports.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Secretaría anticorrupción investiga a la AGD, Secretaría Nacional Anticorrupción,
Boletín de Prensa, 30 de junio de 2008 
http://www.sna.gov.ec/sna/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=169&Itemid=37

Fue posesionado nuevo Secretario Nacional Anticorrupción, Diario el Universo, 18 de marzo del 2008 
http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2008/03/18/0001/8/CC5DB326B6174CEFB63C4F0E130845E9.aspx

100: The agency (or agencies) makes regular, publicly available, substantial reports to the legislature and/or to the public
directly outlining the full scope of its work.

75:

50: The agency (or agencies) makes publicly available reports to the legislature that are sometimes delayed or incomplete.

25:

0: The agency (or agencies) makes no reports of its activities, or makes reports that are consistently out of date, unavailable
to the public, or insubstantial.

75h. In practice, the anti-corruption agency (or agencies) has sufficient powers to carry out its mandate.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Secretaría anticorrupción investiga a la AGD, Secretaría Nacional Anticorrupción,
Boletín de Prensa, 30 de junio de 2008 
http://www.sna.gov.ec/sna/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=169&Itemid=37

Fue posesionado nuevo Secretario Nacional Anticorrupción, Diario el Universo, 18 de marzo del 2008 
http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2008/03/18/0001/8/CC5DB326B6174CEFB63C4F0E130845E9.aspx

100: The agency (or agencies) has powers to gather information, including politically sensitive information. The agency (or
agencies) can question suspects, order arrests and bring suspects to trial (or rely on related agencies or law enforcement
authorities to perform such functions).

75:

50: The agency (or agencies) has most of the powers needed to carry out its mandate with some exceptions.

25:

0: The agency (or agencies) lacks significant powers which limit its effectiveness.

75i. In practice, when necessary, the anti-corruption agency (or agencies) independently initiates investigations.

100 75 50 25 0

 

http://www.sna.gov.ec/sna/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=169&Itemid=37
http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2008/03/18/0001/8/CC5DB326B6174CEFB63C4F0E130845E9.aspx
http://www.sna.gov.ec/sna/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=169&Itemid=37
http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2008/03/18/0001/8/CC5DB326B6174CEFB63C4F0E130845E9.aspx


References:
Secretaría anticorrupción investiga a la AGD, Secretaría Nacional Anticorrupción,
Boletín de Prensa, 30 de junio de 2008 
http://www.sna.gov.ec/sna/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=169&Itemid=37

Fue posesionado nuevo Secretario Nacional Anticorrupción, Diario el Universo, 18 de marzo del 2008 
http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2008/03/18/0001/8/CC5DB326B6174CEFB63C4F0E130845E9.aspx

100: When irregularities are discovered, the agency (or agencies) is aggressive in investigating the government or in
cooperating with other investigative agencies.

75:

50: The agency (or agencies) starts investigations, but is limited in its effectiveness or is reluctant to cooperate with other
investigative agencies. The agency (or agencies) may be slow to act, unwilling to take on politically powerful offenders, or
occasionally unable to enforce its judgments.

25:

0: The agency (or agencies) does not effectively investigate or does not cooperate with other investigative agencies. The
agency (or agencies) may start investigations but not complete them, or may fail to detect offenders. The agency (or
agencies) may be partisan in its application of power.

76. Can citizens access the anti-corruption agency?

76a. In practice, the anti-corruption agency (or agencies) acts on complaints within a reasonable time period.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Secretaría anticorrupción investiga a la AGD, Secretaría Nacional Anticorrupción,
Boletín de Prensa, 30 de junio de 2008 
http://www.sna.gov.ec/sna/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=169&Itemid=37

Fue posesionado nuevo Secretario Nacional Anticorrupción, Diario el Universo, 18 de marzo del 2008 
http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2008/03/18/0001/8/CC5DB326B6174CEFB63C4F0E130845E9.aspx

100: The agency (or agencies) acts on complaints quickly. While some backlog is expected and inevitable, complaints are
acknowledged promptly and investigations into serious abuses move steadily towards resolution. Citizens with simple issues
can expect a resolution within a month.

75:

50: The agency (or agencies) acts on complaints quickly, with some exceptions. Some complaints may not be
acknowledged, and simple issues may take more than two months to resolve.

25:

0: The agency (or agencies) cannot resolve complaints quickly. Complaints may be unacknowledged for more than a month,
and simple issues may take more than three months to resolve. Serious abuses are not investigated with any urgency.

76b. In practice, citizens can complain to the anti-corruption agency (or agencies) without fear of recrimination.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Secretaría anticorrupción investiga a la AGD, Secretaría Nacional Anticorrupción,

50
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Boletín de Prensa, 30 de junio de 2008 
http://www.sna.gov.ec/sna/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=169&Itemid=37

Fue posesionado nuevo Secretario Nacional Anticorrupción, Diario el Universo, 18 de marzo del 2008 
http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2008/03/18/0001/8/CC5DB326B6174CEFB63C4F0E130845E9.aspx

100: Whistleblowers can report abuses of power without fear of negative consequences. This may be due to robust
mechanisms to protect the identity of whistleblowers, or may be due to a culture that encourages disclosure and
accountability.

75:

50: Whistleblowers are sometimes able to come forward without negative consequences, but in other cases, whistleblowers
are punished for disclosing, either through official or unofficial means.

25:

0: Whistleblowers often face substantial negative consequences, such as losing a job, relocating to a less prominent
position, or some form of harassment.

74. Is there an agency (or group of agencies) with a legal mandate to address corruption?

74. In law, is there an agency (or group of agencies) with a legal mandate to address corruption?

YES NO

Comments:
In this case we will be evaluating the Anti-Corruption Secretariat, since the Civic Anti-Corruption Commission will not longer be
active.

 

References:
Constitución Política de la República del Ecuador
Título X de los Organismos de Control
Capítulo 3 del Ministerio Público
Art. 219
Capítulo 4 de la Comisión de Control Cívico de la Corrupción
Art. 220

Decreto Ejecutivo No 122

YES: A YES score is earned if an agency is specifically mandated to address corruption. A YES score is earned if there are
several agencies or entities with specific roles in fighting corruption, including special prosecutorial entities.

NO: A NO score is earned if no agency (or group of agencies/entities) is specifically mandated to prevent or prosecute
corruption.

100

68

77. Is there an appeals mechanism for challenging criminal judgments?

77a. In law, there is a general right of appeal.

VI-3. Rule of Law

67

http://www.sna.gov.ec/sna/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=169&Itemid=37
http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2008/03/18/0001/8/CC5DB326B6174CEFB63C4F0E130845E9.aspx


YES NO

 

References:
Constitución Política de la República del Ecuador
Título III de los Derechos, Garantías y Deberes
Capítulo 6 de las Garantías de los Derechos
Sección Tercera del Amparo
Art. 95

YES: A YES score is earned if there is a formal process of appeal for challenging criminal judgments.

NO: A NO score is earned if there is no such process.

77b. In practice, appeals are resolved within a reasonable time period.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
DESCRÉDITO DE LA ACCIÓN DE AMPARO CONSTITUCIONAL, Dr. BAYARDO MORENO-PIEDRAHITA, Revista
Judicial, http://www.derechoecuador.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2571&Itemid=426

La acción de amparo y de hábeas data: garantías de los derechos constitucionales y su nueva realidad jurídica, Galo Chiriboga
Zambrano. http://www.ildis.org.ec/old/amparo/acc.htm

100: Appeals are acted upon quickly. While some backlog is expected and inevitable, appeals are acknowledged promptly
and cases move steadily towards resolution.

75:

50: Appeals are generally acted upon quickly but with some exceptions. Some appeals may not be acknowledged, and
simple cases may take years to resolve.

25:

0: Most appeals are not resolved in a timely fashion. Appeals may go unacknowledged for months or years and simple
cases may never be resolved.

77c. In practice, citizens can use the appeals mechanism at a reasonable cost.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
DESCRÉDITO DE LA ACCIÓN DE AMPARO CONSTITUCIONAL, Dr. BAYARDO MORENO-PIEDRAHITA, Revista
Judicial, http://www.derechoecuador.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2571&Itemid=426

La acción de amparo y de hábeas data: garantías de los derechos constitucionales y su nueva realidad jurídica, Galo Chiriboga
Zambrano. http://www.ildis.org.ec/old/amparo/acc.htm

100: In most cases, the appeals mechanism is an affordable option to middle class citizens seeking to challenge criminal
judgments. Attorneys fees are not a barrier to appeals.

75:

50: In some cases, the appeals mechanism is not an affordable option to middle class citizens seeking to challenge criminal
judgments. Attorneys fees present somewhat of a barrier to pursuing appeal.

http://www.derechoecuador.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2571&Itemid=426
http://www.ildis.org.ec/old/amparo/acc.htm
http://www.derechoecuador.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2571&Itemid=426
http://www.ildis.org.ec/old/amparo/acc.htm


25:

0: The prohibitive cost of utilizing the appeals mechanism prevents middle class citizens from challenging criminal
judgments. Attorneys fees greatly discourage the use of the appeals process.

78. Do judgments in the criminal system follow written law?

78. In practice, do judgments in the criminal system follow written law?

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
LA VÍCTIMA EN EL PROCESO PENAL, Dr. Manuel Viteri Olvera, Revista Judicial, http://www.derechoecuador.com/index.php?
option=com_content&task=view&id=4504&Itemid=130

Diversidad y Derechos Humanos-Un Desafío para la Administración de Justicia Penal-, Silvina Ramírez, Revista Aportes
Andinos, http://www.uasb.edu.ec/padh/revista11/articulos/silvina%20ramirez.htm

100: Judgments in the criminal system are made according to established legal code and conduct. There are no exceptional
cases in which individuals are treated by a separate process. Political interference, bribery, cronyism or other flaws are rarely
factors in judicial outcomes.

75:

50: Judgments in the criminal system usually follow the protocols of written law. There are sometimes exceptions when
political concerns, corruption or other flaws in the system decide outcomes.

25:

0: Judgments in the criminal system are often decided by factors other than written law. Bribery and corruption in the criminal
judicial process are common elements affecting decisions.

79. Are judicial decisions enforced by the state?

79. In practice, are judicial decisions enforced by the state?

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Justicia debe basarse en independencia, transparencia, accesibilidad y efectividad, Entrevista Gustavo Jalhk   Ministro de
Justicia, Ecuador Inmediato, http://www.ecuadorinmediato.com/noticias/69493

Independencia Judicial en el Ecuador, Luis Sánchez
Baquerizo, http://www.goberna.org/articulos_luis_sanchez/Independencia%20Judicial%20en%20el%20Ecuador.pdf

Reporte de la Justicia – Ecuador, Centro de Estudios de Justicia de las Américas   CEJA, 
http://www.cejamericas.org/reporte/

100: Judicial decisions are enforced quickly regardless of what is being decided or who is appearing before the court. Failure
to comply brings penalties enforced by the state.

75:

50

50

http://www.derechoecuador.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=4504&Itemid=130
http://www.uasb.edu.ec/padh/revista11/articulos/silvina%20ramirez.htm
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50: Judicial decisions are generally enforced by the state, with some exceptions. Certain areas of law may be ignored, or
certain parties appearing before the courts may evade or delay enforcement.

25:

0: Judicial decisions are often ignored. The state lacks the will or capacity to consistently enforce these decisions.

80. Is the judiciary able to act independently?

80a. In law, the independence of the judiciary is guaranteed.

YES NO

 

References:
Constitución Política de la República del Ecuador
Título VIII de la Función Judicial
Capítulo 2 de la Organización y Funcionamiento
Art. 199

YES: A YES score is earned if there are formal rules establishing that the judiciary is independent from political interference
by the executive and legislative branches. Independence include financial issues (drafting, allocation, and managing the
budget of the courts ).

NO: A NO score is earned if there are no formal rules establishing an independent judiciary.

80b. In practice, national-level judges are protected from political interference.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
COMBATE A LA CORRUPCIÓN JUDICIAL; Realidades y propuestas, Dr. Manuel Villoria, Revista Judicial
http://www.derechoecuador.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2181&Itemid=426

La política presiona a los Jueces, Diario Hoy, Blanco y Negro, 
http://hoy.com.ec/suplemen/blan250/negro1.htm

100: National level judges operate independently of the political process, without incentive or pressure to render favorable
judgments in politically sensitive cases. Judges never comment on political debates. Individual judgments are rarely praised
or criticized by political figures.

75:

50: National level judges are typically independent, yet are sometimes influenced in their judgments by negative or positive
political incentives. This may include favorable or unfavorable treatment by the government or public criticism. Some judges
may be demoted or relocated in retaliation for unfavorable decisions.

25:

0: National level judges are commonly influenced by politics and personal biases or incentives. This may include conflicting
family relationships, professional partnerships, or other personal loyalties. Negative incentives may include demotion, pay
cuts, relocation, threats or harassment.

80c. In law, there is a transparent and objective system for distributing cases to national-level judges.
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YES NO

 

References:
Código de Procedimiento Civil
Libro Primero de la Jurisdicción y de su Ejercicio de las Personas que Intervienen en los Juicios
Título I de la Jurisdicción y del Fuero
Sección 1a. de la Jurisdicción y de la Competencia
Art. 14

Código de Procedimiento Penal
Libro Primero Principios Fundamentales
Título I la Jurisdicción y la Competencia
Capítulo II la Competencia
Art. 21

Ley de la Jurisdicción Contencioso-Administrativa
Capítulo IV del Procedimiento Contencioso Administrativo
Art. 29

YES: A YES score is earned if there is an objective system that is transparent to the public that equitably or randomly
assigns cases to individual judges. The executive branch does not control this process.

NO: A NO score is earned if the case assignment system is non-transparent or subjective where judges themselves have
influence over which cases they adjudicate. A NO score is also earned if the executive branch controls this process.

80d. In law, national-level judges are protected from removal without relevant justification.

YES NO

 

References:
Ley Orgánica de la Función Judicial
Título I de los Jueces
Sección I Reglas Generales
Art. 6

YES: A YES score is earned if there are specific, formal rules for removal of a justice. Removal must be related to abuse of
power or other offenses related to job performance.

NO: A NO score is earned if justices can be removed without justification, or for purely political reasons. A NO score is
earned if the removal process is not transparent, or not based on written rules.

81. Are judges safe when adjudicating corruption cases?

81a. In practice, in the last year, no judges have been physically harmed because of adjudicating corruption cases.

YES NO

 

References:
http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2007/03/14/0001/12/D2D73F8DAF9A435D8B409C1AC530F3E1.aspx
http://www.diariocorreo.com.ec/archivo/2008/01/19/poblacion-alarmada-ante-auge-delincuencial

YES: A YES score is earned if there were no documented cases of judges being assaulted because of their involvement in a
corruption case during the specific study period. YES is a positive score.

0

http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2007/03/14/0001/12/D2D73F8DAF9A435D8B409C1AC530F3E1.aspx
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NO: A NO score is earned if there were any documented cases of assault to a judge related to his/her participation in a
corruption trial. Corruption is defined broadly to include any abuses of power, not just the passing of bribes.

81b. In practice, in the last year, no judges have been killed because of adjudicating corruption cases.

YES NO

 

References:
http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2007/03/14/0001/12/D2D73F8DAF9A435D8B409C1AC530F3E1.aspx
http://www.diariocorreo.com.ec/archivo/2008/01/19/poblacion-alarmada-ante-auge-delincuencial

YES: A YES score is earned if there were no documented cases of judges being killed related to their involvement in a
corruption case during the study period. YES is a positive score.

NO: A NO score is earned if there were any documented cases where a judge was killed because of his/her participation in
a corruption trial. The relationship between a mysterious death and a judge’s involvement in a case may not be clear,
however the burden of proof here is low. If it is a reasonable assumption that a judge was killed in relation to his or her work
on corruption issues, then the indicator is scored as a NO. Corruption is defined broadly to include any abuses of power, not
just the passing of bribes.

82. Do citizens have equal access to the justice system?

82a. In practice, judicial decisions are not affected by racial or ethnic bias.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Respeto, discriminación y violencia: mujeres indígenas en Ecuador,1990-2004, Mercedes Prieto, Clorinda Cuminao, Alejandra
Flores, Gina Maldonado y Andrea Pequeño, Facultad Latinoamericana de Ciencias Sociales, Sede Ecuador
http://www.flacso.org.ec/docs/respeto.pdf

Acción afirmativa: el caso de la propuesta afroecuatoriana para la integración de la nueva Corte Suprema de Justicia del
Ecuador, Michel Guinand, Revista Aportes Andinos
http://www.uasb.edu.ec/padh/revista17/actualidad/michelguinand.htm

100: Judicial decisions are not affected by racial or ethnic bias.

75:

50: Judicial decisions are generally not affected by racial or ethnic bias, with some exceptions. Some groups may be
occasionally discriminated against, or some groups may occasionally receive favorable treatment.

25:

0: Judicial decisions are regularly distorted by racial or ethnic bias. Some groups consistently receive favorable or
unfavorable treatment by the courts.

82b. In practice, women have full access to the judicial system.

100 75 50 25 0
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References:
La justicia no tiene rostro de mujer – Obstáculos para el acceso a la justicia de las mujeres, Patricia Balbuena, Revista Aportes
Andinos, http://www.uasb.edu.ec/padh/revista12/articulos/patricia%20balbuena.htm

La mujer y la Justicia en el Ecuador, Dra. Mariana Yépez Andrade, Revista
Judicial, http://www.dlh.lahora.com.ec/paginas/judicial/PAGINAS/D.Constitucional.291.htm

100: Women enjoy full and equal status in the eyes of the courts. There are no exceptions or practices in which women are
treated differently by the judicial system. For this indicator, discrimination against women should reflect specific biases that
confront women in the justice system as opposed to difficulties resulting from broader socio-economic disadvantages or
discrimination against women.

75:

50: Women generally have use of the judicial system, with some exceptions. In some cases, women may be limited in their
access to courts, or gender biases may affect court outcomes. For this indicator, discrimination against women should reflect
specific biases that confront women in the justice system as opposed to difficulties resulting from broader socio-economic
disadvantages or discrimination against women.

25:

0: Women generally have less access to the courts than men. Court decisions are commonly distorted by gender bias.
Women may have to go through intermediaries to interact with the court, or are unable to present evidence. For this
indicator, discrimination against women should reflect specific biases that confront women in the justice system as opposed
to difficulties resulting from broader socio-economic disadvantages or discrimination against women.

82c. In law, the state provides legal counsel for defendants in criminal cases who cannot afford it.

YES NO

 

References:
Constitución Política de la República del Ecuador
Título III de los Derechos, Garantías y Deberes
Capítulo 2 de los Derechos Civiles
Art. 24

Ley Orgánica de la Función Judicial
Título III de los Defensores Públicos, de los Doctores en Jurisprudencia y de los Abogados 
Sección I de los Defensores Públicos
Art. 144

Ley Orgánica de la Defensoría del Pueblo
Título II
Capítulo III de los Adjuntos, de los Comisionados Provinciales del Defensor del Pueblo y los Defensores Públicos
Art. 11

YES: A YES score is earned if the government is required by law to provide impoverished defendants with legal counsel to
defend themselves against criminal charges.

NO: A NO score is earned if there is no legal requirement for the government to provide impoverished defendants with legal
counsel to defend themselves against criminal charges.

82d. In practice, the state provides adequate legal counsel for defendants in criminal cases who cannot afford it.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
LA DEFENSORÍA PÚBLICA EN EL ECUADOR, Dra. Marlene Mazzini Torres, Revista
Judicial, http://www.derechoecuador.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2198&Itemid=426

http://www.uasb.edu.ec/padh/revista12/articulos/patricia%20balbuena.htm
http://www.dlh.lahora.com.ec/paginas/judicial/PAGINAS/D.Constitucional.291.htm
http://www.derechoecuador.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2198&Itemid=426


La Defensoría Pública no existe jurídicamente, Diario El Universo, 
http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2007/07/14/0001/10/C7EB947DC1034F4286097C01782E0DD9.aspx

100: State-provided legal aid is basic, but well-trained and effective in representing the rights of impoverished defendants.

75:

50: State-provided legal aid is available, but flawed. Legal aid may be unavailable to some impoverished defendants. Legal
aid/public defenders may be sometimes unable or unwilling to competently represent all defendants.

25:

0: State-provided legal aid is unavailable to most impoverished defendants. State legal aid/public defenders may be
consistently incompetent or unwilling to fairly represent all defendants.

82e. In practice, citizens earning the median yearly income can afford to bring a legal suit.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Estructura y caracterización del proceso penal en el Ecuador, Dr. Washington Pesantez Muñoz, Revista
Judicial, http://www.derechoecuador.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=3531&Itemid=426

PRIVATIZACIÓN DE LA JUSTICIA, Dr. Bayardo MorenoPiedrahita, Revista Judicial, http://www.derechoecuador.com/index.php?
option=com_content&task=view&id=2258&Itemid=130

100: In most cases, the legal system is an affordable option to middle class citizens seeking to redress a grievance.
Attorneys fees do not represent a major cost to citizens.

75:

50: In some cases, the legal system is an affordable option to middle class citizens seeking to redress a grievance. In other
cases, the cost is prohibitive. Attorneys fees are a significant consideration in whether to bring a case.

25:

0: The cost of engaging the legal system prevents middle class citizens from filing suits. Attorneys fees are high enough to
discourage most citizens from bringing a case.

82f. In practice, a typical small retail business can afford to bring a legal suit.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Estructura y caracterización del proceso penal en el Ecuador, Dr. Washington Pesantez Muñoz, Revista
Judicial, http://www.derechoecuador.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=3531&Itemid=426

PRIVATIZACIÓN DE LA JUSTICIA, Dr. Bayardo MorenoPiedrahita, Revista Judicial, http://www.derechoecuador.com/index.php?
option=com_content&task=view&id=2258&Itemid=130

100: In most cases, the legal system is an affordable option to a small retail business seeking to redress a grievance.
Attorneys fees do not represent a major cost to small businesses.

75:

50: In some cases, the legal system is an affordable option to a small retail business seeking to redress a grievance. In other
cases, the cost is prohibitive. Attorneys fees are a significant consideration in whether to bring a case.

25:
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http://www.derechoecuador.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=3531&Itemid=426
http://www.derechoecuador.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2258&Itemid=130
http://www.derechoecuador.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=3531&Itemid=426
http://www.derechoecuador.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2258&Itemid=130


0: The cost of engaging the legal system prevents small businesses from filing suits. Attorneys fees are high enough to
discourage most small businesses from bringing a case.

82g. In practice, all citizens have access to a court of law, regardless of geographic location.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Justicia debe basarse en independencia, transparencia, accesibilidad y efectividad, Entrevista Gustavo Jalhk, Ministro de
Justicia, Ecuador Inmediato, http://www.ecuadorinmediato.com/noticias/69493

Independencia Judicial en el Ecuador, Luis Sánchez
Baquerizo, http://www.goberna.org/articulos_luis_sanchez/Independencia%20Judicial%20en%20el%20Ecuador.pdf

Reporte de la Justicia – Ecuador, Centro de Estudios de Justicia de las Américas   CEJA, 
http://www.cejamericas.org/reporte/

100: Courtrooms are always accessible to citizens at low cost, either through rural courthouses or through a system of
traveling magistrates.

75:

50: Courts are available to most citizens. Some citizens may be unable to reach a courtroom at low cost due to location.

25:

0: Courts are unavailable to some regions without significant travel on the part of citizens.

43

83. Is the law enforcement agency (i.e. the police) effective?

83a. In practice, appointments to the law enforcement agency (or agencies) are made according to professional criteria.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Impugnan ascensos policiales, Diario El Universo,
http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2008/01/11/0001/10/4F03B5D68AE548D8AAE00EA7844573DB.aspx

100: Appointments to the agency (or agencies) are made based on professional qualifications. Individuals appointed are free
of conflicts of interest due to personal loyalties, family connections or other biases. Individuals appointed usually do not have
clear political party affiliations.

75:

50: Appointments are usually based on professional qualifications. Individuals appointed may have clear party loyalties,
however.

25:

VI-4. Law Enforcement

25
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0: Appointments are often based on political considerations. Individuals appointed often have conflicts of interest due to
personal loyalties, family connections or other biases. Individuals appointed often have clear party loyalties.

83b. In practice, the law enforcement agency (or agencies) has a budget sufficient to carry out its mandate.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
La policía, La rueda suelta del estado, Revista Vanguardia, 
http://www.guapulo.com/content/view/298/70/

Emergencia policial sin resultados, Diario HOY, 
http://www.hoy.com.ec/noticias-ecuador/opinion-de-diario-hoy-22-313609.html

USD 320 millones para equipar a Policía, Diario El Tiempo, 
http://www.eltiempo.com.ec/noticias-cuenca/1140-usd-320-millones-para-equipar-a-polica-a/

100: The agency (or agencies) has a budget sufficient to fulfill its basic mandate.

75:

50: The agency (or agencies) has limited budget, generally considered somewhat insufficient to fulfill its basic mandate.

25:

0: The agency (or agencies) has no budget or an obviously insufficient budget that hinders the agency’s ability to fulfill its
mandate.

83c. In practice, the law enforcement agency is protected from political interference.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
La necesaria independencia de la Policia Judicial, Dr. Ricardo Vaca Andrade, Revista
Judicial, http://www.dlh.lahora.com.ec/paginas/judicial/PAGINAS/D.P.Penal.34.htm

El uso de la fuerza se diversifica, Fernando Carrión, Diario HOY, 
http://www.hoy.com.ec/noticias-ecuador/el-uso-de-la-fuerza-se-diversifica-212846-212846.html

Las estadísticas de la inseguridad crecen, Diario Expreso, 
http://www.expreso.ec/Especial%20expreso/html/seguridad.asp

El régimen ante el mito de Sísifo…, Revista Vanguardia, 
http://www.guapulo.com/content/view/690/70/

100: The agency (or agencies) operates independently of the political process and has operational independence from the
government. All laws can be enforced regardless of the status of suspects or the sensitivity of the investigation.

75:

50: The agency (or agencies) is typically independent, yet is sometimes influenced in its investigations or enforcement
actions by negative or positive political incentives. This may include favorable or unfavorable public criticism by the
government or other forms of influence. The agency (or agencies) may not be provided with some information needed to
carry out its investigations.

25:

0: The investigative and enforcement work of the agency (or agencies) is commonly influenced by political actors or the
government. These may include conflicting family relationships, professional partnerships, or other personal loyalties.
Negative incentives may include threats, harassment or other abuses of power by the government.
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84. Can law enforcement officials be held accountable for their actions?

84a. In law, there is an independent mechanism for citizens to complain about police action.

YES NO

 

References:
N/A

YES: A YES score is earned if there is a formal process or mechanism by which citizens can complain about police actions.
A YES score is earned if a broader mechanism such as the national ombudsman, human rights commission, or anti-
corruption agency has jurisdiction over the police.

NO: A NO score is earned if there is no such mechanism

84b. In practice, the independent law enforcement complaint reporting mechanism responds to citizen’s complaints within a
reasonable time period.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
La necesaria independencia de la Policia Judicial, Dr. Ricardo Vaca Andrade, Revista
Judicial, http://www.dlh.lahora.com.ec/paginas/judicial/PAGINAS/D.P.Penal.34.htm

El uso de la fuerza se diversifica, Fernando Carrión, Diario HOY, 
http://www.hoy.com.ec/noticias-ecuador/el-uso-de-la-fuerza-se-diversifica-212846-212846.html

Las estadísticas de la inseguridad crecen, Diario Expreso, 
http://www.expreso.ec/Especial%20expreso/html/seguridad.asp

El régimen ante el mito de Sísifo…, Revista Vanguardia, 
http://www.guapulo.com/content/view/690/70/

Corrupción en la Policía: ¿crisis institucional?, Periódico Opción, 
http://www.periodicopcion.net/article144217.html

100: The agency/entity responds to complaints quickly. While some backlog is expected and inevitable, complaints are
acknowledged promptly and investigations into serious abuses move steadily towards resolution. Citizens with simple issues
can expect a resolution within a month.

75:

50: The agency/entity responds to complaints quickly, with some exceptions. Some complaints may not be acknowledged,
and simple issues may take more than two months to resolve.

25:

0: The agency/entity cannot resolve complaints quickly. Complaints may be unacknowledged for more than a month, and
simple issues may take three to six months to resolve. Serious abuses are not investigated with any urgency.

84c. In law, there is an agency/entity to investigate and prosecute corruption committed by law enforcement officials.

0
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YES NO

 

References:
N/A

YES: A YES score is earned if there is an agency/entity specifically mandated to investigate corruption-related activity within
law enforcement. This agency/entity may be internal to the police department (provided it has a degree of independence,
such as an internal affairs unit) or part of a broader national mechanism such as the national ombudsman, human rights
commission, or anti-corruption agency.

NO: A NO score is earned if no such agency/entity exists.

84d. In practice, when necessary, the agency/entity independently initiates investigations into allegations of corruption by law
enforcement officials.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
Corrupción en la Policía: ¿crisis institucional?, Periódico Opción, 
http://www.periodicopcion.net/article144217.html

Boletín 002, Actos de corrupción en la Intendencia General de Policía de Pichincha, Secretaría Nacional
Anticorrupción, http://www.sna.gov.ec/sna/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=77&Itemid=37

El régimen ante el mito de Sísifo…, Revista Vanguardia, 
http://www.guapulo.com/content/view/690/70/

100: When irregularities are discovered, the agency/entity is aggressive in investigating government law enforcement
officials or in cooperating with other investigative agencies.

75:

50: The agency/entity starts investigations, but is limited in its effectiveness or is reluctant to cooperate with other
investigative agencies. The agency/entity may be slow to act, unwilling to take on politically powerful offenders, or
occasionally unable to enforce its judgments.

25:

0: The agency/entity does not effectively investigate or does not cooperate with other investigative agencies. The agency
may start investigations but not complete them, or may fail to detect offenders. The agency may be partisan in its application
of power.

84e. In law, law enforcement officials are not immune from criminal proceedings.

YES NO

Comments:
Criminal proceedings for law enforcement officials are held under a specific jurisdiction run by their institutions, with different rules
and procedures from the regular criminal jurisdiction.

 

References:
Ley de la Función Judicial de la Policía Nacional
Parte Primera
Título I de los Jueces
Sección I Disposiciones Fundamentales
Art. 1

http://www.periodicopcion.net/article144217.html
http://www.sna.gov.ec/sna/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=77&Itemid=37
http://www.guapulo.com/content/view/690/70/


YES: A YES score is earned if law enforcement officers are fully accountable for their actions under the law and can be
investigated and prosecuted for their actions.

NO: A NO score is earned if law enforcement enjoys any special protection from criminal investigation or prosecution.

84f. In practice, law enforcement officials are not immune from criminal proceedings.

100 75 50 25 0

 

References:
3.008 denuncias trataron cortes policiales en solo ocho meses, Diario El
Universo, http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2008/04/13/0001/10/C136F3E470684CB98CA6002A4EADFE32.aspx

100: Law enforcement officers are subject to criminal investigation for official misconduct. No crimes are exempt from
prosecution.

75:

50: Law enforcement is generally subject to criminal investigation but exceptions may exist where criminal actions are
overlooked by the police or prosecutors. Some crimes may be exempt from prosecution, such as actions taken in the line of
duty.

25:

0: Law enforcement enjoys a general protection from most criminal investigation. This may be due to a formal immunity or
an informal understanding that the law enforcement community protects itself.

http://archivo.eluniverso.com/2008/04/13/0001/10/C136F3E470684CB98CA6002A4EADFE32.aspx

